
St. GEORGE 

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church

كنيسة القديس جاورجيوس الانطاكية الارثوذكسية

Est. 1927 - Preparing for Our Centennial 2027

WELCOME! (Ahlan wa Sahlan!) !ًأهلاً وسهلا
We are blessed to have you with us today. Whether this your first visit or your hundredth, you are part of our family in Christ. 

In the Orthodox tradition, only Baptized & Chrismated Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves may receive
Holy Communion.  All are warmly invited to share in the blessed bread (Antidoron) and the love of our parish.

“Online Giving” 

Jurisdiction

A parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese of North America

His Eminence Metropolitan SABA, Archbishop of New
York and Metropolitan of all North America
Archimandrite Jeremy Davis, Archiepiscopal Vicar for
Toledo and the Midwest

Clergy
Rev. Fr. Habib Ghantous, Pastor

 Cell: (812)262-0038 & (309) 453-2186
 Email: frhabib@stgeorgeterrehaute.org

Rev. Fr. Archdeacon Elias Corey
Cell: (812) 249-6694
frdneliasc@gmail.com / mrshooz@aol.com

Services
6:00 PM Saturday Great Vespers
9:00 AM Sunday Matins Orthros
10:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy

Parish Office Hours
Tuesday - Friday: 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Fr. Habib will hear Confession by appointment

For urgent pastoral needs outside these hours, please
contact Fr. Habib directly. 

Contact
1900 S. 4  St.th

Terre Haute, Indiana 47802
(812) 232-5244
stgeorgeocth@gmail.com

THE HOUSE WAS FULL.  
THE DOOR WAS BLOCKED. 

THERE WAS NO ROOM LEFT. 

But love does not accept closed doors.

Four men carry their paralyzed friend to Christ. 
Unable to enter, they go up.
They break through the roof, 
and lower him  before the Lord.
And Scripture says something astonishing:

“When Jesus saw their faith…”

Not just the sick man’s faith, their faith.

Great Lent is not a private spiritual workout. It is a journey we make together.

This Lent, ask yourself:
• Who am I carrying in prayer?
• What roof must I break through?
• What is still blocking my path to Christ?

Let us become a parish that lowers people to Jesus.

“Welcome to St. George - May you find here a home of faith, hope and love.”
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VENMO PAYPAL
“Scan with your phone camera to donate.”

 Gospel: Mark 2:1-12
Second Sunday of 

Great Lent

 St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
كنيسة القديس جاورجيوس الانطاكية الارثوذكسية 

 Est. 1927

“THE FAITH THAT BREAKS THROUGH” 
“Do Not Leave This Church Without Christ”A Lenten Reminder

“Fasting is not only the
abstinence from food, but the
rejection of sin.

Let the mouth fast from harsh
words, the heart from anger, the
eyes from vanity, and the hands
from justice.

This is the true fast that pleases
God.” 

- John Chrysostom
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Journey to Pascha 
“Carrying One Another”

Last week we began the fast. This week we learn how to
walk it.

The healing of the paralytic teaches us that salvation is not
isolated. We rise together.

The man was lowered down by four faithful friends. Before
his body was healed, his sins were forgiven. Christ heals the
soul first, then the body follows.

Reflection for this week:

• Is there someone who needs me to carry them in prayer?
• Am I humble enough to let others carry me when I am
weak?
• What spiritual paralysis do I need Christ to forgive first?

Practice for the week:

1.Pray daily for one specific person by name.
2.Fast not only from food, but from criticism.
3.Make one deliberate act of encouragement.

Lent is not about perfection. It is about perseverance.

Pascha is coming, but we walk there together.



Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday, March 08, 2026 - Tone 6 / Eothinon 6
Second Sunday of Great Lent -Commemoration of Gregory Palamas, Archbishop of Thessalonica

Theophylact the Confessor, Bishop of Nicomedia; Apostle Hermas of the Seventy

·During the Little Entrance, chant the Resurrectional Apolytikion. The Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) is “O come, let us worship… save us, O Son
of God, Who art risen from the dead…” After the Little Entrance, chant these hymns in the following order:

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION - TONE SIX

When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy revered tomb; and the soldiers who
were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and

didst give life to the world, O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.

POLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE - TONE FOUR

As deliverer of captives and defender of the poor, healer of the infirm, champion of kings, victorious Great Martyr George intercede
with Christ our God to save our souls.

KONTAKION FOR SUNDAYS IN GREAT LENT (AND AKATHIST SATURDAY) - TONE EIGHT

To thee, the Champion Leader, do I offer thanks of victory, O Theotokos, thou who hast delivered me from terror; but as thou that
hast that power invincible, O Theotokos, thou alone can set me free: from all forms of danger free me and deliver me, that I may cry

unto thee: Hail, O Bride without Bridegroom.

THE EPISTLE

O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance.
Unto Thee will I cry, O Lord my God.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (1:10-2:3)

           Thou, “O Lord, in the beginning didst lay the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the works of Thy hands; they will
perish; but Thou remainest; and they will all grow old like a garment, and like a mantle Thou wilt roll them up, and they shall be
changed; but Thou art the same, and Thy years will not fail.” But to which of the angels did He say at any time, “Sit on My right

hand, until I make thine enemies a footstool for thy feet?” Are they not all spirits for liturgical ministry, sent forth to minister for the
sake of those who are to inherit salvation? Therefore, we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things that were heard, lest at

any time we drift away from them. For if the word spoken through angels was confirmed, and every transgression and disobedience
received a just retribution, how shall we escape, if we neglect so great a salvation, which having at first been spoken through the

Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard?

THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. (2:1-12)

  At that time, when Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that He was at home. And many were gathered
together, so that there was no longer room for them, not even about the door; and He was preaching the Word to them. And they
came, bringing to Jesus a paralytic carried by four men. And when they could not get near Jesus because of the crowd, they
removed the roof above Him; and when they had made an opening, they let down the pallet on which the paralytic lay. And when
Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now, some of the scribes were sitting there, reasoning
in their hearts, “Why does this man speak thus? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” And immediately Jesus,
perceiving in His spirit that they thus reasoned within themselves, said to them, “Why do you reason thus in your hearts? Which is
easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your pallet and walk’? But that you may know that
the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins” – He said to the paralytic – “I say to you, rise, take up your pallet and go
home.” And he rose, and immediately took up the pallet and went out before them all. So that they were all amazed and glorified
God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!”
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A Lenten Evening of 
Prayer, Repentance, and Unity



From the Desk of Fr. Habib 
Living the Gospel with Sophia

Second Sunday of Lent - Mark 2:1-12
“Break Through the Roof”

In this Sunday’s Gospel, four friends carry a paralyzed man to Christ. The house is full. The

door is blocked. There is no space left.

Most people would have gone home.

But not them.

They climb the roof.

They dig through it.

They lower their friend down, directly in front of Jesus.

And the Gospel says something extraordinary:

“When Jesus saw their faith…” (Mark 2:5)

Not just his faith.

Their faith.

Great Lent is not a private journey. We carry one another.

Some of us are the paralytic; tired, burdened, spiritually numb.

Some of us are the four friends, called to lift, carry, pray, and refuse to give up on someone.

The Church is not a building.

It is a community that refuses to leave anyone on the outside.

This Lent, I invite you:

• Carry someone in prayer.

• Break through whatever roof is blocking you.

• Do not go home without Christ.

Let us be the kind of parish that lowers people to Jesus.

With love in Christ,

Fr. Habib

Sunday March 8, 2026 - Bulletin Sunday March 8, 2026 - Bulletin 

From the Desk of Fr. Habib 
Living the Gospel with Sophia

The Journey of Great Lent
A Time to Return to God

Great Lent is not simply a season of fasting. It is a sacred journey of the heart.

The Church invites us during these holy weeks to slow down, pray more deeply, forgive freely,
and return to Christ with sincerity. Fasting disciplines the body, but repentance heals the soul.

Each Sunday of Lent reminds us of a different step on this journey:

• The Sunday of Orthodoxy - restoring the true faith
• St. Gregory Palamas - the light of prayer
• The Veneration of the Holy Cross - strength for the journey
• St. John Climacus - the ladder of spiritual ascent
• St. Mary of Egypt - the power of repentance

Through prayer, fasting, confession, and acts of mercy, we prepare our hearts for the radiant joy
of Pascha.

May this holy season renew our faith, deepen our love, and draw us closer to Christ.

“Let us begin the Fast with joy.”

A Prayer for the Lenten Journey

✠ O Lord and Master of my life, take from me the spirit of sloth, despair,
lust of power, and idle talk.

✠ But give rather the spirit of chastity, humility, patience, and love to
Thy servant.
✠ Yea, O Lord and King, grant me to see my own sins and not to judge
my brother.
✠ For Thou art blessed unto ages of ages. Amen.

Prayer of St. Ephrem the Syrian - prayed daily during Great Lent

───── ✠ ──────── ✠ ──────── ✠ ─────



PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Keisha
Lynn Shahadey

March - Hosted by:
Mar 08 - FAST -  Lynn Shahadey - Kadin’s 20  Birthdayth

Mar 15 - FAST - Turner Family - Jeremiah’s Birthday
Mar 22 - FAST -  Bocard Family - Illiana’s 22  Birthdaynd

Mar 29 - FAST -  Zack Kassis - Zack’s 68  Birthdayth

April - Hosted by:
Apr 05 - FAST - Ladies Society - Palm Sunday
Apr 11 - FAST -  Mary Helen Ellis
Apr 12 - NO FAST -  Easter
Apr 19 - Available
Apr 26 - Cache & Trent 

Denise Issa 
Amy Issa
Jacque Davis
Naime

 Birthdays 

Betty Azar
Dan Hester
Kalea Ellis

Upcoming Baptisms & Chrismations - March 21 (Reserved)

Mar 03 - Lisa Zeck
Mar 09 - Kadin Bell 
Mar 15 - Jeremiah Turner
Mar 19 - Marha Polit
Mar 19 - Joanna Dailey
Mar 21 - Chris Ellis 
Mar 23 - Noble Corey
Mar 24 - Alec Tanoos
Mar 27 - Iliana Bocard
Mar 27 - Susan Hester 
Mar 28 - Mounir Ghantous
Mar 29 - Salwa Nasser
Mar 30 - Zack Nasser 

Tiah & Baby
Tory & Baby
Carl Ellis 
Salwa Nasser

May - Hosted by:
May 03 - Available
May 10 - Available
May 17 - Ladies Society - Mediterranean Festival
May 24 - Available
May 31 - Abdayem Family

Coffee Hour & Parish Fellowship
Following the Divine Liturgy
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Mary Helen Ellis
Drs. Steven & Jamie Mayard
Vikki Sordean
Brent & Stacey Bocard
Esther Simbol
Jordan Shahadey
George & Cathy Azar
Sandy Kassis
Christopher & Jacqui Ellis
Chuckie Shahadey
Rosemary Tanoos Kassis
John & Johana Ramsey
Jennifer & Jeremiah Turner
Jillian Turner
Jensen Turner
Patti Maloof
David & Peggy Hines
Dr. Mary Ann Simbol
Joseph J. & Linda Tanoos
Michael H. & Mary Jo Tom
Ray & Renee Azar
Alecia Corey
Nick & Bre Dickerson
Maria David
Michael C. Ellis
Tony Tanoos
Raoul David
Michael A. Tom
Drs. Gary & Adelle Watts
Adam & Stephanie Azar
Nellie Simbol
Kaleel & Christy Ellis
Dr. Tony K. Nasser
Jayci Nasser
Dr. Joseph & Eva Abdayem
Mary Abdayem
Naya Abdayem

Dr. Danny & Claudia Tanoos
Christopher Kaleel Ellis
Maureen Andreakis
Michael Thomas Ellis
Lynn & Trent Shahadey-Bell
Grant Ellis
Jonathan Ellis
Katherine Ellis
Justin & Teresa Lockhart
Preston & Gina White
Giana White
Aaron Wisbey
Alex & Ryann Wisbey
Aric Wisbey
LouAnn Wisbey
Elias Ghantous
Mounir Ghantous
Karah & Josh Winters
Kalea Ellis
Christian & Tory Ellis
Kevin & Maxwell Patterson
Charles Shahadey Jr.
Michael Shahadey
Nate Padgett
Zackory & Kendra Bailey
Zack & Denise Kassis
Frank Shahadey
Alissa McKinney
Rosemarie Tanoos
Leah Sparks
Julie K. Lake
Don & Sophia Davis
Corey, Rev. Arch. Elias/Denise
Jason lake
Trent & Cache Lancaster
Kadin Bell
LouAnn & Brad Wisbey

Dr. Melhem & Christina Jabbour
Amy Issa
George & Denise Issa
James K. Ellis
Dan & Susan Hester
Anthony II & Bre Tanoos
Joanna Dailey
Fr. Habib & Norma Ghantous
Dr. Nabil & Laurette Mnayarji
Alan & Julie Kassis
Elijah & Erika Elmore
Carrie McKinney

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING PLEDGERS

PLEASE REMIT YOUR 2026 FORMS 
BY 3/8/2026

Apr 01 - Elias Azar 
Apr 04 - Mila Tanoos
Apr 04 - Dr. Tony K. Nasser
Apr 06 - Mary Helen Ellis
Apr 09 - Esther Simbol
Apr 11 - Adelle Watts
Apr 12 - Denise Corey
Apr 14 - Michael T. Ellis
Apr 15 - Fr. Habib Ghantous
Apr 17 - Peter Tanoos
Apr 21 - Michael A. Tom
Apr 22 - Tim Curley
Apr 22 - Frank Shahadey
Apr 23 - Jaime Ellis
Apr 24 - Jonathan Ellis
Apr 25 - Juddie Ashcraft
Apr 26 - Jacob Tanoos
Apr 29 - Jensen Turner

May 01 - Christy Ellis
May 01 - Alissa McKinney
May 03 - George Issa
May 07 - Nicholas Bement
May 08 - Sabrina Dickerson
May 09 - Jordan Shahadey
May 11 - Amy Issa
May 12 - Adam Azar
May 15 - Linda Tanoos
May 17 - Anthony Tanoos II
May 18 - Rev. Arch. Elias Corey
May 19 - Zachary Bailey
May 21 - Robert Ellis
May 22 - Alan Kassis
May 23 - JJ Tanoos
May 24 - Steve Maynard 
May 27 - Julie Lake
May 28 - Gracie Lockhart
May 28 - Julie Kassis
May 28 - Katherine Ellis



Living Great Lent at Home

Five ways to keep a Holy Lent
1.Attend Sunday Liturgy and Lenten services 
2.Pray daily, morning and evening  
3.Fast with humility and sincerity  
4.Forgive those who have hurt you  
5.Give to the poor and those in need

Join Us!
Orthodoxy: The Way to the Kingdom Series

A call to rediscover, rebuild, and return home, a journey for all who seek Christ!

Living
Kadin 
Lynn
Trent
Shahadey Family
Bell Family
Mike Family
Issa Family
Jabbour Family
Parish Council, Those who serve, Those who sing 
All of you present here and those you’re
remembering
All pious orthodox in the world, Especially in Gaza /
Syria / Lebanon / Ukraine / Russia

Departed 
May there memories by eternal!

Madeleine Abdayem
Shahadey Family
Bell Family
Mike Family
Issa Family
Jabbour Family
Our fathers, forefathers, founder of this Holy
Temple 
All the Orthodox departed in the world,
Especially in Gaza / Syria / Lebanon / Ukraine /
Russia
May the Lord remember them in His heavenly
Kingdom.

HOLY OBLATION - Offered this Sunday by: The Bell Family
Dyptichs

Lent is not about perfection.
It is about turning our hearts

back to God.
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Every pledge is an act of faith. 
It is not about figures on a chart, but
about offering what we have so the
Church may continue to pray, serve,
teach, and welcome all who come. 

If you have not yet submitted a 
2026 pledge, please prayerfully
consider doing so by March 1.

 
Together, we build not only a budget

- but a living parish in Christ.

APPROXIMATE EXPENSES AS OF 03/05/26



St. GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH EVENTS

Betty Azar
Dan Hester
Kalea Ellis
Tiah & Baby
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March is Antiochian Women Month!
In this special month, we give thanks to God for each of you,

for your faith, your strength, your prayers, and 
your quiet sacrifices that uphold our parish family.

Upcoming Schedule

Thank you to our beloved sisters in Christ for generously volunteering throughout the upcoming month of
March.  Your dedication and service are truly appreciated. 

With love in Christ,
Fr. Habib

In the month of March, our women
are encouraged to participate in the Liturgy and minister in their parishes and their communities.

Sunday Greeter Eps Eng Eps Arabic Ushers Tray Collection

3/1/20206 Esther Joanna - Kalea Khloe Patti Stacey

3/8/2026 Stacey Leah Norma Vicki Shana Julie Maureen

3/15/2026 Giana Aria Eva Kalea Cathy Rosemary Bre

3/22/2026 Jordan Cache Norma Maria Courtney Kalea Karah

3/29/2026 Kendra Teresa Nienah Alissa Gina


