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The Rite of Tonsure: Obedience & Sacrifice  

In 2021, we will be presenting articles on some of the liturgical rites of the Orthodox Church:          
the blessings, ceremonies, and liturgical prayers offered for the faithful throughout the year and 
throughout their life. 

Tonsure has always been one of the fundamental religious rites: the symbol of obedience 
and sacrifice. A tonsure is the cutting of hair, and is a part of several sacraments of initiation. 
Today in Eastern Orthodoxy, there are three types of tonsure: baptismal, monastic, and   
clerical. It is an offering of self to God. The tonsuring is performed during the Baptism      
service, the service of initiation into a life dedicated to Christ and His Holy Church.        
Likewise, within the Church, a tonsuring is offered as a person renews their dedication by 
becoming a monastic or ordained as a clergyman. 

The baptismal tonsure begins with a solemn prayer that sums up the meaning of the         
sacrament: the restoration by it of man as the most perfect, most beautiful creature of God.  
It is as if the Church, having completed the work of this restoration, looks at man and has    
a cry of joy and jubilation: how beautiful!  

O Master, Lord our God, Who hast honored man with Thine own image, and fashioned him from a 
soul endowed with word and a beautiful body which serves the souléand hast set the head on high 
and endowed it with the highest senseséand hast covered the head with hairéand fitly joined        
together all his members that with them all he may give thanks unto Thee, the Supreme Artisté 

The form of the tonsure consists of the 
cutting of four locks of hair in a           
cruciform pattern: at the front of head as 
the celebrant says òIn the Name of the 
Father,ó at the back of head at the words 
òand the Son,ó and on both sides of the 
head at the words òand the Holy Spirit.ó 
The hair which has been cut is burnt in 
the censer or   offered back to the initiate 
as a òkeepsakeó or testament of the rite.               

    (continued on p. 2) 
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 (continued from p. 1) 

Man is the image of Godõs ineffable glory and beauty, and to contemplate manõs beauty and 
to rejoice in it is to render thanks to God Himself. As everything else in òthis world,ó beauty 
also has been obscured, degraded, mutilated, is a òfallenó beauty. And the inclination is    
always simply to reject it as a demonic temptation. Such, however, is not the Churchõs       
experience of beauty. In spite of all its degradation it always remains divine, as Godõs mark 
and sign on His creature. Man is beautiful and must be 
restored in his beauty, must rejoice in this beauty and 
render thanks to God for it.  

In our fallen world the way to divine beauty and to its 
restoration in man is obedience and sacrifice. And this 
the new life begins by sacrificing to God, i.e. by          
surrendering to Him in joy and   gratitude that which in 
òthis worldó has become the symbol of manõs òfallenó 
beauty. Such is the meaning of the baptismal tonsure: it 
is manõs first free and joyful sacrifice of himself to God.                
It is when a new-born child is baptized that this     
meaning becomes especially true and alive: indeed there 
is nothing yet that the child can offer to God, and so we 
take away from him the few scarce hairs he has!         
The glorious sacrifice: the beginning of the only true 
way to real beauty, joy, and fullness of life.  

 

 

Parish UPDATE during COVID -19 (Spring 2021) 

As we continue to navigate the current pandemic and health crisis, we still offer a rich       
liturgical schedule of services throughout the week. ALL services are OPEN for ALL to     

attend. Of course, we will continue to require masks to be worn, as well as maintain social 
distance. We are currently set -up for services in our Social Center to allow for additional 
room and attendance. Please follow the instructions of our ushers when you arrive!  

If you are back to a normal routine, if you are òout and aboutóñat work, on vacation,          
at school, going to stores and restaurants, etc. then you should be joining us for our weekly 
schedule of liturgical services. If you donõt view the Church as òessentialó to your life and 
seek an active participation with your parish community, then some reflection is a must of 
our priorities and values! To discuss further, please contact Fr. Paul. 

We will continue to live -stream ALL liturgical services for those unable to join us in -person 
worship. Visit our Facebook PAGEñóSt. George Orthodox ChurchñTerre Haute.ó You 
donõt need a Facebook account to access; simply visit our parish email or website for access. 
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St. Gregory Dialogus, Pope of Rome ñMarch 12 

Saint Gregory Dialogus, Pope of Rome, was born in 
Rome around the year 540. His grandfather was Pope 
Felix, and his mother   Sylvia (November 4) and aunts 
Tarsilla and Emiliana were also numbered among the 
saints by the Roman Church. Having received a most 
excellent secular education, he attained high              
government positions.  

Leading a God-pleasing life, he yearned for monasti-
cism with all his soul. After the death of his father,  
Gregory used his inheritance to establish six             
monasteries. At Rome he founded a monastery         
dedicated to the holy Apostle Andrew the First -Called, 
where he received monastic tonsure. Later, on a          
commission of Pope Pelagius II, Saint Gregory lived for 

a while in Constantinople. There he wrote his Commentary on the Book of Job. After the 
death of Pope Pelagius, Saint Gregory was chosen to the Roman See. For seven months he 
would not consent to accept this service, considering himself unworthy. He finally accepted 
consecration only after the persistent entreaties of the clergy and flock. 

Wisely leading the Church, Saint Gregory worked tirelessly in propagating the Word of 
God. Saint Gregory compiled the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts in the Latin language, 
which before him was known only in the verbal tradition. Affirmed by the Sixth Ecumenical 
Council, this liturgical service was accepted by all the Orthodox Church. He zealously 
struggled against the Donatist heresy; he also converted the inhabitants of Brittany, pagans 
and Goths, who had been adhering to the Arian heresy, to the True Faith. 

Saint Gregory has left behind numerous written works. After the appearance of his book, 
DIALOGUES CONCERNING THE LIFE AND MIRACLES OF THE ITALIAN FATHERS 
(DIALOGI DE VITA ET MIRACULIS PATRUM ITALIORUM), the saint was called 
òDialogus.ó His PASTORAL RULE (or LIBER REGULAE PASTORALIS) was well-known. 
In this work, Saint Gregory describes the model of the true pastor. His letters (848), dealing 
with moral guidance, have also survived.  

Saint Gregory headed the Church for thirteen years, ministering to all the needs of his flock. 
He was     characterized by an extraordinary love of poverty, for which he was granted a  
vision of the Lord Himself. Pope Saint Gregory the Great, as he is known, died in the year 
604, and his relics rest in the cathedral of the holy Apostle Peter in the Vatican. 

Troparion (Tone 4) of St. Gregory Dialogus: 

Receiving divine grace from God on high, glorious Gregory, and strengthened with its power,       
you willed to walk in the path of the Gospel, most blessed one. Therefore, you have received from 
Christ the reward of your labors. Entreat Him that He may save our souls. 
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Join us weekly on    

Tuesday mornings         
at 11:00a for Bible Study 

& Fellowship.         

Meeting in our Social 
Center with plenty of 

room to socially distance.  

Beginning a new study  
of the Epistles of St. Paul 

to the Philippians,   
Ephesians, Colossians,   

& Philemon 

 

Psalter (Psalms) Reading GroupñGreat Lent 2021 

 

Participate in this spiritual discipline 
as we prepare for Pascha (Easter)! 
Each day during Great Lent (March 15
-April 23) you'll read a section from 
the Book of Psalms (about 10-15 
minutes). With just this little bit of 
daily reading, youõll end up reading 
through the entire Book of Psalms 
TWICE. The awesome concept that 
makes it a group effort is that  every 
day the entire Book of Psalms is read 
by the group (because each partici-
pant is assigned a different section 
each day). Email Fr. Paul 
(frpaul.fuller@gmail.com ) to sign up! 


