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HOPE in Christ in the New Year
It’s not the calendar, its our Lord Jesus Christ Who brings HOPE! And He provides us with
the opportunity to reflect the HOPE that He brings. We are sent out into the world to be
beacons of HOPE pointing to Christ and His Holy Church. Believers in Jesus are supposed
to be the brightest lights in the darkness and the greatest HOPE in times that seem so
hopeless.
If you’re a believer in Jesus, a follower after Christ, here are a few things for Christians to
consider when looking for HOPE in the New Year:

EXAMINE YOUR OWN HEART: Whether it’s politics, racial tensions, or any other
social issue, be sure to check your heart before you speak. Sadly, out of human hearts can
come some pretty awful things—your heart and mine. Before we speak or post on social
media, we should first consider God’s will for us to see where we need correction and
realignment to God’s better ways.

PRAY: When something is bothering you, try to talk to God about it twice as much as you
talk to everyone else about it. God is the one with ultimate power and authority. He is the
one who can bring change and healing.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE WHERE YOU CAN: When lamenting the course of current
events, it can become easy to throw up your hands in defeat because you can’t change the
world on your own. But God doesn’t expect you to change the world. He does tell you to
make a difference wherever you are. Are there people hurting in your community?
Are there needs of people around you that aren’t being met? Bring grace, justice, mercy, and
light to the people around you.

SHARE THE LOVE OF CHRIST: What our country and the world need more than
anything else is the love of Christ. He offers His love to all of us. Amid uncertainty and
unrest, we can still share the love of Christ. Only Jesus Christ offers the peace and love that
supersedes all human understanding.

Parish UPDATE during COVID-19 (Winter 2020)
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As we continue to navigate the current pandemic and health crisis, we are adjusting our
weekly liturgical schedule. We will go back to our regular schedule, which includes
Wednesday and Saturday evening Vespers, and Matins and Divine Liturgy on Sunday.
ALL services are OPEN for ALL to attend. Of course, we will continue to require masks to
be worn, as well as maintain social distance. Therefore, attendance will still be limited
inside the church proper, and an "overflow" area will be set up in our
Social Center. Basically, "first come, first serve" seating - please follow the instructions of
our ushers when you arrive!
If you are back to a normal routine, if you are “out and about” - at work, on vacation, at
school, going to stores and restaurants, etc. then you should be joining us for our weekly
schedule of liturgical services. If you don’t view the Church as “essential” to your life and
seek an active participation with your parish community, then some reflection is a must of
our priorities and values! To discuss further, please contact Fr. Paul.
We will continue to live-stream ALL liturgical services for those unable to join us in-person
worship. Visit our Facebook PAGE—”St. George Orthodox Church—Terre Haute.” You
don’t need a Facebook account to access; simply visit our parish email or website for access.

Safety & Health Protocols in accordance
with the Directives of the Antiochian Archdiocese
Those who feel sick or have a fever (above 99.5)—or have recently been exposed to
someone who has – please do not enter the temple.
•

• Temple is to be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected after liturgical services.
• There should be six feet of space between persons not living in the same household.
• Hand sanitizer provided, as able, at the entrance for the faithful to use upon entering and
leaving the Church. Faithful also encouraged to bring their own.
•
The faithful are encouraged to wear face-coverings, and to remove only for the
distribution of Holy Communion.
• Faithful are encouraged to open their mouths wide to receive Holy Communion and not
close their lips on the spoon.
•

Doors will be opened during and/or after services, as able, to allow fresh air in.

• Please observe proper hygiene practices—no hugging, handshakes, or kissing; proper
handwashing, cough/sneeze into shoulder, etc.
• No Coffee (Fellowship) Hour until further notice. (If you would still like to host the holy
oblation on Sundays, please do so—we ask families who are hosting to offer a special
donation in lieu of hosting the fellowship meal.

St. Genevieve of Paris—January 3
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Saint Genevieve was born of wealthy parents in Gaul (modern
France) in the village of Nanterre, near Paris, around 422. Her
father’s name was Severus, and her mother was called Gerontia.
According to the custom of the time, she often tended her
father’s flocks on Mt. Valerien. When she was about seven years
old, Saint Germanus of Auxerre (July 31) noticed her as he was
passing through Nanterre. The bishop kissed her on the head
and told her parents that she would become great in the sight of
God, and would lead many to salvation.
After Genevieve told him that she wished to dedicate herself to
Christ, he gave her a brass medal with the image of the Cross
upon it. She promised to wear it around her neck, and to avoid
wearing any other ornaments around her neck or on her fingers.
When it was reported that Attila the Hun was approaching
Paris, Genevieve and the other nuns prayed and fasted,
entreating God to spare the city. Suddenly, the barbarians
turned away from Paris and went off in another direction.

Years later, when she was fifteen, Genevieve was taken to Paris to enter the monastic life. Through fasting,
vigil and prayer, she progressed in monasticism, and received from God the gifts of clairvoyance and of
working miracles. Gradually, the people of Paris and the surrounding area regarded Genevieve as a holy
vessel (2 Tim. 2:21). Saint Genevieve considered the Saturday night Vigil service to be very important, since
it symbolizes how our whole life should be. “We must keep vigil in prayer and fasting so that the Lord will
find us ready when He comes,” she said. She was on her way to church with her nuns one stormy Saturday
night when the wind blew out her lantern. The nuns could not find their way without a light, since it was
dark and stormy, and the road was rough and muddy. Saint Genevieve made the Sign of the Cross over the
lantern, and the candle within was lit with a bright flame. In this manner they were able to make their way
to the church for the service.
There is a tradition that the church which Saint Genevieve suggested that King Clovis build in honor of
Saints Peter and Paul became her own resting place when she fell asleep in the Lord around 512 at the age
of eighty-nine. Her holy relics were later transferred to the church of Saint Etienne du Mont in Paris. Most
of her relics, and those of other saints, were destroyed during the French Revolution. In the Middle Ages,
Saint Genevieve was regarded as the patron saint of wine makers.
Troparion (Tone 1) of St. Genevieve:

O Shepherdess who guardest the sheep at Nanterre against the horde of wolves and the Scourge of God, thou dost
protect the city of the Parisians. O Saint Genevieve, do not forget to guard thy spiritual sheep even now, from heaven
where thou livest after death.

THANK YOU—Sponsors for our annual Christmas Card
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Our annual
Christmas Card, sponsored by the Ladies’ Society, was mailed out to our
parish mailing list. We greatly appreciate those who financially contributed to this
annual outreach; listed below as of December 20, 2020:

George & Cathy Azar

Michael Ellis & Family

Stan, Judy Serkosky & Family

Ray & Renee Azar

Steve, Christy Ellis & Family

Linda Shahadey

Keith, Mindy Bement & Family

Gill & Leslie Fuller

Esther Simbol

Brent, Stacey Bocard & Family

Fr. Paul, Ramia Fuller & Family

Mary Ann Simbol

Eric & Cassandra Cook & Family

Dan & Susan Hester

Nellie Simbol

Pdn. Elias, Denise Corey & Family

Bill & Sandy Kassis

Mary Ann Tanoos

John Corey

Rosemary G. Kassis

Danny & Claudia Tanoos

Marie Rose Corey

Daniel Latinovich

Rosemarie Tanoos

Noble & Roseanne Corey

Russell & Jean Leo

Sam & Angela Tanoos

Maria David

Patti Maloof

Tony Tanoos & Family

Kal, Christy Ellis & Family

Nora Mike

Michael & Mary Jo Tom

Jim Ellis

Loretta Nasser

Jeremiah, Jennifer Turner & Family

John, Jaimie Ellis & Family

Harold & Michelle Netzler

Joe & Char Wade

Mary Helen Ellis

Gus Sacopulos

Preston, Gina White & Family

Retirement of Mary Ann Denning as Church Secretary
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After 27 years of service to our parish
community, Mary Ann Denning has recently
retired as our church secretary due to health
issues. We continue to offer our prayers for
both her and her husband (Donald) for
recovery and good health. Under normal
circumstances (non-Covid), we’d host a
Coffee (Fellowship) Hour in her honor with
some gifts (or something like that).
Hopefully, sometime later in 2021, we can do
something of a gathering.

In the meantime, it would be nice to
“shower“ her with “get well soon” and
“thank you” cards from our parishioners
wishing her a speedy recovery and offering
their thanks for her many years of dedicated service and ministry to our parish
community. Please bring your cards or mail them to the Church Office for collection and
we will give them to Mary Ann.

As a token of our appreciation, we are asking families to make a donation of $25-50.
Checks payable to St. George Church, earmarked “Mary Ann - Retirement.” Please contact
Pdn. Elias Corey (812-249-6694), who is spearheading the collection.

Virtual Ministry offered
for the Young Adults of
the Diocese of Toledo and
the Midwest, including
our parish’s young adults.
Join with us and read
through a text of a Church
Father in the New Year!

STEWARDSHIP & PARISH LIFE — 2021
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Our commitment
to stewardship & parish life continues in the new year,
and we ask our parishioners to demonstrate that commitment by returning
their 2021 Membership & Pledge Form to the Church Office by Monday,
January 25, 2021. Please remember that your financial contributions
provide the foundation for our Parish Ministries and our efforts to meet the
challenge of spreading Christ’s Word and our Orthodox Faith.

We recognize that we are living in an uneasy time with the spread of the
coronavirus. We hope that you continue your financial contribution and
support to your Church. Even while limited in attendance, our obligations
and expenses do not cease.
Online payments are still an excellent method to support the church - visit
our parish website (stgeorgeterrehaute.com) and click the
"DONATE" button/link at the bottom of the homepage to contribute
financially. This donation option utilizes PayPal (E-commerce platform).
If you usually bring cash or checks to the church for your pledge, please put
those funds aside and bring them when you join us in-person OR mail
a check to the Church Office. THANK YOU!
Beginning Tuesday, January 19,
at 11:00a we will renew our
weekly commitment to Bible
Study & Fellowship. We will
meet in our Social Center with
plenty of room to socially
distance as we read through
Holy Scriptures together!
We will begin the New Year
and finish up with the Prophecy
of Job from the Old Testament!

Sign up now to offer the Holy Oblation
& Coffee (Fellowship) Hour in 2021
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Even during the current adjustments, we are asking families to sign up to host
the Holy Oblation in the upcoming year of 2021. We are still NOT having
Coffee (Fellowship) Hour after services on Sunday until further notice;
therefore, in lieu of the expense of offering a meal, we kindly ask parishioners
to offer a donation to the Church instead of a meal. To sign up for a Sunday in
2021, please contact the Church Office (812-232-5244).

Please include the following people in your daily prayers.
Prayer requests may be made to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com).

LIVING
Those suffering from the Coronavirus throughout
the world;
Those suffering in Armenia, Ethiopia, Lebanon, Syria,
& the Ukraine;
Metropolitan Paul & Archbishop John (Aleppo, Syria);
Pdn. Elias Corey; Kalea Ellis; Aziz Haddad (Phoenix);
Laura Burdick (friend of Nancy Ellis): Betty Azar;
Noble Corey; Pam (mother of Preston White); Karen
(wife of Christ Milienu); Lauren Meena (cousin of
Fr. Paul); Richard Asfour (uncle of Kh. Ramia);
Harold Netzler; Donald & Mary Ann Denning;
Daniel Powell; Raoul David; John Ellis
Special Petition: For all our doctors, nurses, medical
professionals, scientists, volunteers, emergency
personnel, and law enforcement agents, for those
striving to help the sick and finding a cure in our
current distress.

DEPARTED
+Those newly-departed from the Coronavirus
throughout the world
+Patriarch Irinej of Serbia (11/21/20)
+Archbishop David—Alaska OCA (11/27/20)
+Mary Lou Saikley (2/13/20)
+Paul Tanoos (7/26/20)
+JR David (7/30/20)
+Helen Johnson (10/27/20)
+George Ellis (12/18/20)
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Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour—2021
If you’d like to offer the Holy Oblation
(including prayer list) & host the Fellowship Hour,
please contact Fr. Paul for arrangements.
Jan 3

Abdayem Family

Jan 10

Bocard Family

Jan 17

IN NEED OF HOST

Jan 24

IN NEED OF HOST

Jan 31

IN NEED OF HOST

Feb 7

IN NEED OF HOST

Feb 14

IN NEED OF HOST

Feb 21

IN NEED OF HOST

Feb 28

IN NEED OF HOST

Even with limited attendance, we ask families
to continue to offer the Holy Oblation. Since
we aren’t offering Fellowship Hour, we ask
families to offer a donation to the Church in
lieu of providing a meal.

“The Messenger” is the monthly
publication of our Community at
St. George Orthodox Church
1900 South 4th Street
Terre Haute, IN 47802
Fr. Paul Fuller † Pdn. Elias Corey
812-232-5244 office stgeorgeocth@gmail.com

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com
Please check our website for updates on
all services, gatherings, and events.

Liturgical Schedule
Sunday
Wednesday
Saturday

9:00 AM Matins
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy
6:00 PM Vespers
6:00 PM Great Vespers
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