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The Messenger September 2020 Vol. 33 Issue 9 

Parish Update during COVID-19 (beginning in September) 

Our weekend liturgical schedule will be changed to offer our faithful the opportunity to join 
us each week. We are still keeping our attendance capacity limited to approximately            
40 people inside the church proper at each service. However, there will no longer be an age 
restriction. We will offer a Divine Liturgy on Saturday at 10:00a, as well as on Sunday offer 
Matins (9:00a) and Divine Liturgy at 10:00a.  

Based on the alphabet (your last name), you and your family will be 
"assigned" which day to join us. The dates will rotate each weekend -                
for example: Saturday, September 5, if your last name begins with the letters A-J, please join 
us; on Sunday, September 6, if your last name begins with the letters K-Z, please join us. 
And then the following weekend it will switch and rotate accordingly. Check our parish 
publications for our liturgical schedule and the assigned alphabet listing. ALL weekday   

services will be OPENED to ALL. Please reach out to your family members and  
other parishioners to help share this news! Any questions, please contact Fr. Paul. 

In order to accomplish this goal, we need some volunteers to make a commitment to          
attending weekly and serving as "ushers" to offer the necessary health procedures and     

protocols for those in attendance. Your parish community is in NEED for your   
dedicated assistance. If available, please contact Danny Tanoos (812-251-5781) to         
volunteer and learn more details. 

CHURCH IS OPEN FOR LIMITED ATTENDANCE! 
If you are back to a normal routine, if you are "out and about" - at work, on vacation, at 
school, going to stores and restaurants, etc. then you should be joining us for our weekly 
schedule of liturgical services. If you don't view the Church as "essential" to your life and 
seek an active participation with your parish community, then some reflection is a must on 
our priorities and values! To discuss further, please contact Fr. Paul. 

We will still be live-streaming ALL liturgical services for those unable to join us in-person 
worship. Visit our Facebook Group—”St George Orthodox Church (Terre Haute, IN)”. You 
don’t need a Facebook account to access; simply visit our parish email or website to access. 
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Safety & Health Protocols in accordance with the Directives of the Archdiocese 

•    Those who feel sick or have a fever (above 99.5) – or have recently been exposed to someone who has    
– please do not enter the temple.  

•    Temple is to be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected after liturgical services.   

•    There should be six feet of space between persons not living in the same household.  

•   Hand sanitizer provided, as able, at the entrance for the faithful to use upon entering and leaving the 
Church. Faithful also encouraged to bring their own.  

•   The faithful are encouraged to wear face-coverings, and to remove only for the distribution of             
Holy Communion. 

•    Faithful are encouraged to open their mouths wide to receive Holy Communion and not close their lips 
on the spoon.  

•  Doors will be opened during and/or after services, as able, to allow fresh air into the building.  

•   Please observe proper hygiene practices – no hugging, handshakes, or kissing; proper handwashing, 
cough/sneeze into shoulder, etc.  

•   No Coffee (Fellowship) Hour until further notice. (If you would still like to host the holy oblation for 
one of the weekend days of Divine Liturgy, please do so – we ask families who are hosting to offer a special 
donation in lieu of hosting the fellowship meal). 

 

 

Learn from the Writings of the Church Fathers                                                       

—St. Germanus of Constantinople (8th century), “On the Divine Liturgy” 

Chapter 1: The Church is the temple of God, a holy place, a house of prayer, the assembly of the people, 

the body of Christ. It is called the bride of Christ.  It is cleansed by the water of His baptism, sprinkled by 

His blood, clothed in bridal garments, and sealed with the ointment of the Holy Spirit, according to the 

prophetic saying: ‘Your name is oil poured out’ (Canticles 1:3), and ‘We run after the fragrance of your 

myrrh’ (Canticles 1:4), which is ‘Like the precious oil, running down upon the beard, the beard of            

Aaron’ (Psalm 132:2). The Church is an earthly heaven in which the super-celestial God dwells and walks 

about. It represents the crucifixion, burial, and resurrection of Christ; it is glorified more than the tabernacle 

of the witness of Moses, in which are the mercy-seat and the Holy of Holies.  

Chapter 6: If The altar corresponds to the holy tomb of Christ. On it Christ brought Himself as a        

sacrifice to [His] God and Father through the offering of His body as a sacrificial lamb, and as high priest 

and Son of Man, offering and being offered as a mystical bloodless sacrifice, and appointing for the faithful 

reasonable worship, through which we have become sharers in eternal and immortal life. This lamb Moses 

prefigured in Egypt ‘towards evenings’ when its blood turned back the destroyer so that he would not kill 

the people (cf. Exodus 12:7-13). The expression ‘towards evening’ signifies that towards evening the true 

lamb is sacrificed, the One who takes away the sin of the world on his cross, ‘for Christ, our Pascha, has 

been sacrificed for us’ (cf. 1 Corinthians 5:7). The altar is and is called the heavenly and spiritual altar, 

where the earthly and material priests who always assist and serve the Lord represent the spiritual,      

serving, and hierarchal powers of the immaterial and celestial Powers, for they also must be as a burning 

fire. For the Son of God and Judge of all ordained the laws and established the services of both the        

heavenly and the earthly (powers).  
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Great-martyr Niketas the Goth—September 15 

The Great-martyr Niketas was a Goth (a Germanic tribe). He was 
born and lived on the banks of the Danube River, and suffered for 
Christ in the year 372. The Christian Faith was then already widely 
spread throughout the territory of the Goths. Saint Niketas believed 
in Christ and accepted Baptism from the Gothic bishop Theophilus, a 
participant in the First Ecumenical Council. Pagan Goths began to  
oppose the spread of Christianity, which resulted in internecine strife. 

After the victory of Fritigern, heading a Christian army and inflicting 
defeat on the pagan Athanaric, the Christian Faith began to spread 
increasingly among the Goths. The Arian bishop Ulfilas, the successor 
to Bishop Theophilus, created a Gothic alphabet and translated into 
the Gothic language many priestly books. Saint Niketas worked     
intensely among his fellow Goths at spreading Christianity. By his 
personal example and inspired words he brought many pagans to the 
Christian Faith. However, after his defeat Athanaric again contrived 
to gather his own forces, return to his own country and regain his for-
mer power. Since he remained a pagan, he continued to hate Chris-
tians and persecute them. 

Saint Niketas endured many tortures, and died after being thrown into a fire. His body remained un-
harmed by the fire and was illumined by a miraculous light. By night, a friend of the martyr, a Christian 
named Marianus, retrieved the body of Saint Niketas, and buried it in Cilicia. Afterwards, it was trans-
ferred to Constantinople. Part of the relics of the Great Martyr Niketas were later transferred to the 
monastery of Vysokie Dechani in Serbia. Saint Niketas received an unfading crown of glory from Christ 
in the year 372. We pray to Saint Niketas for the preservation of children from birth defects. 

Troparion (Tone 3) of St. Niketas: 

You defeated error and triumphed in martyrdom, Niketas, namesake of victory; for you conquered the ranks of the 
enemy and ended your contest by fire. Pray to Christ our God to grant us His great mercy. 

 

 

Hiero-martyr Gregory, Enlightener of Armenia 
and Equal-to-the-Apostles—September 30 

The Hiero-martyr Gregory, Enlightener of Armenia, was born in 
the year 257. He was descended from the line of the Parthian       
Arsakid emperors. The father of Saint Gregory, Anak, in striving 
after the Armenian throne, had murdered his kinsman, the          
emperor Kursar, in consequence of which all the line of Anak was 
marked for destruction. A certain kinsman saved Gregory: he     
carried off the infant from Armenia to Caesarea in Cappadocia and 
raised him in the Christian Faith. At maturity, Gregory married, 
had two sons, but soon was left a widower. Gregory raised his sons 
in piety. One of them -- Orthanes, afterwards became a priest, and 
the other -- Arostanes, accepted monasticism and went off into the 
wilderness.      (continued on p. 4) 
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 (continued from p. 3) 

In order to atone for the sin of his father, who had murdered the father of Tiridates, Gregory entered into 

the service of the latter and was a faithful servant to him. Tiridates loved Gregory like a friend, but he was 

intolerant of the Christian confession of faith. After ascending the Armenian throne, he began to demand 

that Saint Gregory renounce the Christian Faith. The steadfastness of the saint embittered Tiridates, and 

he gave his faithful servant over to cruel tortures: they suspended the sufferer head downwards with a 

stone about his neck, for several days they choked him with a stinking smoke, they beat and ridiculed 

him, and forced him to walk in iron sandals inset with nails. 

At the time of these sufferings Saint Gregory sang Psalms. In prison the Lord healed all his wounds. 

When Gregory again stood before the emperor cheerful and unharmed, he was astonished and gave      

orders to repeat the torments. Saint Gregory endured them, not wavering, with all his former                  

determination and bearing. They then poured hot tin over him and threw him into a pit filled with vipers. 

The Lord, however, saved His chosen one: the snakes did him no harm. Some pious women fed him with 

bread, secretly lowering it into the pit. A holy angel, appeared to the martyr, strengthening and              

encouraging him. Saint Gregory remained in the pit for fourteen years. During this time the emperor    

Tiridates executed the holy virgin Rhipsime, the aged abbess Gaiana and another 35 virgins from one of 

the monasteries of Asia Minor. As punishment for this horrible deed, the king’s face became disfigured. 

Saint Gregory was released from the pit, and buried the relics of the holy virgins with honor. Then he   

began to preach to the people, urging them to turn away from the darkness of idolatry and toward Christ. 

The people came to believe in Christ, and wished to build a large church. When it was completed, Saint 

Gregory had the relics of the holy nuns brought into it. Then he brought King Tiridates there before the 

bodies of the saints whom he had slain. He repented, and immediately his face was made whole once 

more. Soon all of Armenia was converted to Christ. The temples of the idols were destroyed, and     

churches for the worship of the true God were built. Saint Gregory ordained priests, established schools, 

founded monasteries, and provided for the good order of the Church. Saint Gregory went into the        

wilderness, where he departed to the Lord. His son Aristanes was made a bishop in Cappadocia, and was 

one of the 318 holy Fathers at the Council of Nicea. 

Kontakion (Tone 2) of St. Gregory of Armenia: 

Today, let us the faithful, praise with songs and hymns the admirable hierarch Gregory as an initiate in the sacred 

mysteries. He was a contender for the truth, a vigilant pastor and teacher, a light for the whole world, interceding 

with Christ that our souls may be saved! 
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 ORTHODOX TERMINOLOGY—SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

DOGMA: Basic beliefs and truths contained in the Bible and the Holy Tradition of the 

Church as defined by the Ecumenical Councils and the Fathers of the Church. 

ECCLESIASTICAL:  Anything dealing with or pertains to the Church and its life. 

HESYCHASM:  A spiritual movement in the Byzantine Empire (fourteenth century)       

developed on Mount Athos, Greece. The term means “to be quiet” and signifies the system 

of spiritual development through meditation, contemplation, and perfection to the degree 

of absolute union with God (theosis). It is one of the forms of Orthodox Mysticism and is 

still practiced in the Orthodox world. 

LORD’S PRAYER:  The prayer taught by Christ in the Sermon on the Mount (cf. Matt. 6: 9

-33 and Luke 11: 2-4). It begins with the phrase “Our Father...” and is the most common 

Orthodox prayer. 

MARTYR:  (Greek – “witness”) One who willingly suffered death for the Faith. 

THEOTOKOS:  (Greek – “Birth-giver of God”) A theological term commonly used by the 

Orthodox to indicate the doctrinal significance of the Virgin Mary as the Mother of God. 

TRISAGION:  (Greek—”thrice-holy”) One of the most ancient hymns of the church, used 

in every prayer or service: “Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy upon us.” 

Also, common terminology for a memorial service for the soul of one departed. 

VESTMENTS:  The distinctive garments worn by the clergy during liturgical services. 
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CONTINUED PLEDGING & CONTRIBUTIONS—2020 

We recognize that we are living in an uneasy time with the spread of the 
coronavirus. We hope that you continue your financial contribution and  
support to your Church. Even while limited in attendance, our obligations 
and expenses do not cease.  

Online payments are still an excellent method to support the church - visit 
our parish website (stgeorgeterrehaute.com) and click the "DONATE" button/
link at the bottom of the homepage to contribute financially.  This donation 
option utilizes PayPal (E-commerce platform). If  you usually bring cash or 
checks to the church for your pledge, please put those funds aside and bring 
them when you join us in-person OR mail a check to the Church Office. 
THANK YOU!  

 

 

Celebrating the Feast of the 

Nativity of the Theotokos 

Tuesday, September 8 

Festal Liturgy @ 10:00a 

 



7 

 

Please include the following people in your daily prayers.  
Prayer requests may be made to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com). 

                  DEPARTED 

+Those newly departed from the Coronavirus 

throughout the world  

+Those newly departed from the tragedy in Beirut 

+Mary Lou Saikley (2/13/20)   

+Candy Nasser (9/17/19)           

+Paul Tanoos (7/26/20) 

+J.R. David (7/30/20) 

 

                            LIVING 
 

Those suffering from the Coronavirus  

throughout the world;  

Those suffering in Lebanon, Syria, & the Ukraine;        

Metropolitan Paul & Archbishop John (Aleppo, Syria); 

Bishop Alexander (Canada); Kalea Ellis; Aziz Haddad 

(Phoenix); Denny Paris (Uncle of Brent Bocard);  

Laura Burdick (friend of Nancy Ellis); Betty Azar;   

Noble Corey; Pam White (mother of Preston);  

EJ Mike (Louisville); Linda Shahadey; Amy Issa;  

Tiah & child she bears; Jaimie Ellis 

 

Special Petition: For all our doctors, nurses, medical    

professionals, scientists, volunteers, emergency          

personnel, and law enforcement agents, for those    

striving to help the sick and finding a cure in our       

current distress. 
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“The Messenger” is the monthly  

publication of our Community at  
 

St. George Orthodox Church 
1900 South 4th Street 

Terre Haute, IN  47802 

 

Fr. Paul Fuller   †   Pdn. Elias Corey 

812-232-5244 office   stgeorgeocth@gmail.com 
 

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com 
Please check our website for updates on 

all services, gatherings, and events. 
 

Liturgical Schedule 

Sunday           9:00 AM   Matins    
        10:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 
 
Wednesday           6:00 PM   Vespers 
Saturday                6:00 PM   Great Vespers 

 

A parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian  

Archdiocese of North America 

   Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour—2020 

 If you’d like to offer the Holy Oblation (including 

prayer list), please contact Fr. Paul for arrangements. 
  

Sept 6      Joe & Linda Tanoos 

Sept 13           Russell Leo 

Sept 20     Kyle & Eleni Miller 

Sept 27          AVAILABLE 

Oct 4    Jim & Tricia Tanoos 

Oct 11     Kal & Christy Ellis 

Oct 18         AVAILABLE— 

  Providence Medical Group/St. George Golf Scramble 

Oct 25  Noble & Roseann Corey 
 

Even with limited attendance, we ask families 
to continue to offer the Holy Oblation. Since 
we aren't  having Fellowship Hours currently, 
we ask families to offer a donation to the 
Church in lieu of providing a meal. Any   
questions, please contact our Church Office.                

St. George Orthodox Church 

1900 South Fourth Street 

Terre Haute, IN  47802 
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