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Orthodoxy is NOT Magic:
Requires our Commitment and Participation
We can’t just order up that which God has for us, but we must make sure we are open to the
movement of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Making life around the Church a high priority in
our week can serve as a good start, but Orthodoxy is by nature a faith that demands full
participation and deep commitment, otherwise it becomes just another religion, devoid of
salvific, transformational value.
If Orthodoxy is to be something other than mere magic, with the priest as some sort of
wizard who performs the right formulas, thus allowing us to feel we’ve done all that is
needed, our Orthodoxy will have failed us. Do we read the daily prescribed scripture
readings? Do the lives of the saints impact our lives, because we read about them? [Are we
preparing ourselves to receive the Holy Sacraments of the Church, especially the Eucharist?]
Are we holding up the Orthodox standard in our public life, or do we allow ourselves to be
lost in the crowd, dismissing our obligations to God during the week?
It is always good to have a spiritual father or regular confessor, but the absence of one
cannot be an excuse for living our Christianity “lite.” If we allow our pride to keep us from
disclosing our sins in confession, we doom ourselves to mediocrity, and will see no spiritual
growth whatsoever. If we feel we need not challenge ourselves to a deeper walk with Christ,
because others probably won’t notice, we cheat both God and ourselves.
The spiritual life is an adventure, full of pitfalls AND great heights. If we take this journey
as the prime reason for living, the reward will be great. If we try living our life with the
Church placed in a secondary roll, we will end our lives as losers, and having lost the battle
and the reward. The road to Paradise must begin with a commitment to make this journey
our main priority. We are on a journey, and it begins with that first step. Christ stands with
us, ready to lift us up when we fall, and even pull us along when we stumble or grow
fainthearted. [Find out more at your local Orthodox parish community!]
Reflection written by Abbot Tryphon of the All-Merciful Saviour Orthodox Monastery (ROCOR)
near Seattle, Washington; posted on August 8, 2018. “Morning Offering” blog and podcast available
on Ancient Faith Radio.

Martyr Agatha of Palermo in Sicily—February 5
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The Holy Virgin Martyr Agatha was the fifteen-year-old daughter
of rich and respected Christian parents from the city of Palermo
(formerly Panormos) in Sicily. During the persecution under the
emperor Decius (249-251), the city prefect of Catania, Quintianus,
having heard about Agatha’s wealth and beauty, sent his soldiers
after her to bring her to trial as a Christian.

At Catania they housed the saint with a certain rich woman, who
had five daughters. They all attempted to tempt Saint Agatha with
fine clothes, amusements and entertainment, urging her to offer
sacrifice to the pagan gods, but the saint disdained all these things.
The more they tried to move her, the more resolute she became. She
prayed that she might soon face martyrdom. During her
interrogation under Quintianus, the holy martyr was swayed
neither by the flattery, nor by the threats, and she was subjected to cruel torments. They also tried to
remove her breasts with metal tongs, and when this failed, they used knives.
The holy Apostle Peter appeared to her in prison and healed her wounds. Saint Agatha was led to
torture again, and Quintianus was astonished to see her completely healed, with no trace of cutting.
Then the torture began once more. At this moment an earthquake took place in the city, and many
buildings were destroyed. Among those killed were two of Quintianus’s advisors. The terrified
inhabitants rushed to Quintianus, demanding an end to Agatha’s tortures. Fearing a revolt by the
people, Quintianus sent Saint Agatha back to prison. There the martyr, offering thanks to God,
peacefully surrendered her soul to the Lord.

Troparion of St. Agatha (Tone 4):
Your lamb Agatha, calls out to You, O Jesus, in a loud voice: “I love You, my Bridegroom, and in seeking You I
endure suffering. In baptism I was crucified so that I might reign in You, and I died so that I might live with You.
Accept me as a pure sacrifice, for I have offered offered myself in love.” Through her prayers save our souls, since
You are merciful!

Great-martyr Theodore the Tyro (“the Recruit”)—February 17
The Holy Great-martyr Theodore the Recruit (Tyro) was a soldier in the city of Alasium of the Pontine
district (northeast province of Asia Minor, stretching along the coast of the Euxine, i.e. the Black Sea),
under the command of a certain Brincus. They commanded him to offer sacrifice to idols. Saint
Theodore firmly confessed his faith in Christ the Savior in a loud voice. The commander gave him
several days to think it over, during which time Saint Theodore prayed.
They charged him with setting a pagan temple on fire, and threw him into prison to be starved to death.
The Lord Jesus Christ appeared to him there, comforting and encouraging him. Brought to the
governor, Saint Theodore boldly and fearlessly confessed his faith, for which he was subjected to new
torments and condemned to burning. The martyr Theodore climbed onto the fire without hesitation,
and with prayer gave up his holy soul to God. This occurred in about the year 306 under the Roman
emperor Galerius (305-311). Unharmed by the fire, the body of Saint Theodore was buried in the city of
Euchaita, not far from Amasium. His relics were afterwards transferred to Constantinople, to a church
dedicated to him. His head is in Italy, in the city of Gaeto.
(continued on p. 3)

(continued from p. 2)
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Later on, fifty years after the death of Saint Theodore, the emperor
Julian the Apostate (361-363), wanting to commit an outrage upon
the Christians, commanded the city-commander of Constantinople
during the first week of Great Lent to sprinkle all the food
provisions in the marketplaces with the blood offered to idols.
Saint Theodore appeared in a dream to Archbishop Eudoxius,
ordering him to inform all the Christians that no one should buy
anything at the marketplaces, but rather to eat cooked wheat with
honey (kolyva).

In memory of this occurrence, the Orthodox Church annually
celebrates the holy Great Martyr Theodore the Recruit on the first
Saturday of Great Lent. On Friday evening, at the Divine Liturgy
of the Presanctified Gifts following the prayer at the ambo, the
Canon to the holy Great Martyr Theodore, composed by Saint
John of Damascus, is sung. After this, kolyva is blessed and distributed to the faithful. The celebration of
the Great Martyr Theodore on the first Saturday of Great Lent was set by the Patriarch Nectarius of
Constantinople (381-397).
The Troparion to Saint Theodore is quite similar to the Troparion for the Prophet Daniel and the Three
Holy Youths (December 17, Sunday Before Nativity). The Kontakion to Saint Theodore, who suffered
martyrdom by fire, reminds us that he also had faith as his breastplate (see I Thessalonians 5:8). We pray
to Saint Theodore for the recovery of stolen articles.
Troparion of St. Theodore the Recruit (Tone 2):
Great are the accomplishments of faith, for the Holy Martyr Theodore rejoiced in the flames as though at the waters
of rest, offering himself as sweet bread to the Trinity. By his prayers, O Christ God, save our souls!

What Our Parishioners Are Saying…
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Recently, Nancy Ellis was asked to briefly reflect upon her own experience with our Bible Study sessions that we’ve
been having weekly since September 2019. Her reflection is offered below to encourage others to join us and make a
commitment to reading the Bible and learning with us:
On Tuesday mornings (weekly) at 11:00a at our parish community, several parishioners have been
meeting with Fr. Paul for Bible Study. The words “Bible Study” might sound frightening to some people
who think that it is too complicated for ordinary people to read. However, that’s not the case. Actually, the
Bible was written in a language that ordinary people of the 1st century could understand, but since we
aren’t living in that century, Fr. Paul helps us bridge the language and cultural gaps of the day. He offers
explanations, interpretation, and answers questions about the various passages we are reading through.
Each session begins with a brief prayer, and then someone from the group will begin reading a new
passage from the Bible. Fr. Paul explains that passage and take questions for discussion. Most recently, we
have been reading books in the New Testament, and have found many of the expressions or wordings in
our Divine Liturgy come directly from the Biblical texts we’ve been reading. We use the Orthodox Study
Bible as our text; you can use your own or borrow a copy available at the Church. We enjoy coffee and
snacks (usually prepared by Kh. Ramia) as we read and learn more about the Bible. We invite everyone to
join us!

OPEN INVITATION—
commit to the
Scriptures!
Join us as we gather
for fellowship and
instruction from the
Word of God!

Currently, we are finishing up the Gospel of St. Mark;
next we will be reading through the Book of Job

ORTHODOX TERMINOLOGY—February 2020
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INCARNATE: (From Latin, meaning “to become flesh”) Christ is God Incarnate: He became flesh—that
is, human—thereby sanctifying human flesh and reuniting all humanity to God.
MEDIATOR: One who intervenes on behalf of another. Jesus Christ intervenes on behalf of the faithful
before God the Father (1 Tim. 2:5).
PILGRIM: One who makes a journey to a religious shrine or a spiritual journey from sin and suffering in
this life to eternal life with Christ in heaven. See Ps. 42:4; Heb. 11:13; 1 Pet. 2:11.
REPENTANCE: Literally, “a change of mind” or attitude, and thus of behavior. God is the author of repentance, which is an integral part of baptism, confession, and ongoing spiritual life. Repentance is not
simply sorrow for sins but a firm determination to turn away from sin to a new life of righteousness in Jesus Christ. See Matt. 4:17; 2 Pet. 3:9; 1 John 1:9.

SAINTS: (Greek – “agios”) All holy men, women, and angels, who, through a pure and holy life on earth
or through martyrdom and confession of faith in word and deeds, have merited the canonization of the
Church. The saints and the other pious people who are in glory with God constitute the “Triumphant
Church.”
SYNAXARION: A brief biography of a saint read in the Church on occasion of his/her feast day. Book or
books containing Lives of the Saints.
TRANSFIGURATION: (Greek – “Metamorphosis”) The Transfiguration of Christ is a major feast day
(August 6) commemorating the appearance of Christ in divine glory along with Moses and the prophet
Elias on Mount Tabor (cf. Matt. 17: 1-7).
ZEON: (Greek – “boiling”) The hot water used for the Eucharist. It is added to the chalice during the
Communion hymn in commemoration of the water that flowed out of the side of the crucified Christ
when He was pierced with the spear.

Blessing of the Wabash River—Sunday, January 5, 2020
Many thanks to ALL who joined us for this beautiful gathering at Fairbanks Park on the pier of the
Wabash River (we braved the wind and cold!). We received some local news coverage (front page picture
in the Tribune-Star on Monday, January 6) and media coverage. Giving thanks unto God for His creation,
we sanctify local bodies of water at the Great Feast of
Theophany (Epiphany), the Baptism of Christ!

Stewardship & Parish Life—2020
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We ask that you please complete your
Membership & Pledge Commitment form for
2020 (previously mailed to you & included in this
newsletter) and send to our church office, to
ensure the success of the programs undertaken
for the spiritual needs of the families entrusted to
our care. Remember that your Stewardship
provides the foundation for our Parish Ministries
and our efforts in meeting the challenge of
spreading Christ’s Word and our Orthodox Faith.
Stewardship is an opportunity to examine our
priorities and values, to express our thankfulness,
to give of ourselves, and to grow in grace.
It allows us to participate in the work of God.

Giving is not a substitute for
commitment—it is an expression of
our commitment!

Goal for 2020—
$150,000 in pledge contributions & 80 forms returned!
As of January 28, 2020—we’ve received the pledge forms from the following
39 parishioners & families who have turned in their 2020 Membership & Pledge
Form totaling $80,685:
Adam & Stephanie Azar
Ray & Renee Azar
Keith & Melinda Bement
Michael Buzash
Alecia Corey
Noble & Roseann Corey
Tim & Kim Curley
Katherine Ellis
Mary Helen Ellis
Michael & Nancy Ellis
Fr. Paul & Ramia Fuller
Dan & Susan Hester
Alan & Julie Kassis

Bill & Sandy Kassis
Rosemary T. Kassis
Zack & Denise Kassis
Bonnie Lisher
Russell & Jean Leo
Matthew & Alisha Lueke
CJ Maloof
Patti Maloof
Steve & Jamie Maynard
Kyle & Eleni Miller
Tony K. Nasser
Christina Phipps
Adrian Polit

Beverly Shahadey
Esther Simbol
Mary Ann Simbol
Jim & Tricia Tanoos
Joe & Linda Tanoos
Rosemarie Tanoos
Tony Tanoos
Michael & Mary Jo Tom
Jeremiah & Jennifer Turner
Gary & Adelle Watts
Preston & Gina White
Andy Whitt
John & Rima Yacoub

this year—ONLY 39 forms received!
last year—55 forms received!

Psalms (Psalter) Reading Group—Great Lent 2020
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Participate in this spiritual discipline as we
prepare for Pascha (Easter)! Each day during
Great Lent (March 2-April 10) you'll read a
section from the Book of Psalms (about 10-15
minutes). With just this little bit of daily
reading, you’ll end up reading through the
entire Book of Psalms TWICE. The awesome
concept that makes it a group effort is that
every day the entire Book of Psalms is read by
the group (because each participant is
assigned a different section each day). Email
Fr. Paul (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com) to sign up!

Please include the following people in your daily prayers.
Prayer requests may be made to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com).

LIVING
Those suffering in Puerto Rico, Syria, Lebanon,
& Ukraine; Metropolitan Paul & Archbishop John
(Aleppo, Syria); Bishop Alexander (Canada);
Miriam Yazge; Mary Lou Saikley; Christina Phipps;
Mary Inman; Dennis (father of Darrel Zeck);
Helen Corey; Harold Netzler; John Ellis;
Gary (father of Brent Bocard); Kalea Ellis;
Aziz Haddad (Phoenix); Andrew Whitt;
Calvin, Maeve, Tim, Andrea, Joe (friends of Russell Leo);
Makenleigh & child to be born of her (granddaughter of
Mary Ann Denning); Eileen Prose;
Joe & Trisha Paul (friends of Katherine Ellis); Denise Issa

DEPARTED
+Jana Nasser
+Candy Nasser
+Hayfa Assalley;
+Betty Neuenschwander (Grandmother
of Maria Straub);
+Archpriest Patrick Kinder;
+Lotfy Hanna (father of Fr. Nabil)
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Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour—2020
Feb 2

Teen SOYO—Souper Bowl Luncheon—
Feast of the Presentation of our Lord

Feb 9

Jabbour Family

Feb 16

Christian & Cache Ellis

Feb 23

Cook Family

“The Messenger” is the monthly
publication of our Community at
St. George Orthodox Church
1900 South 4th Street
Terre Haute, IN 47802
Fr. Paul Fuller † Pdn. Elias Corey

Mar 1

IN NEED of Sponsor

812-232-5244 office stgeorgeocth@gmail.com

Mar 8

David Family

Mar 15

Turner Family

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com

Mar 22

Mike & Nancy Ellis

Mar 29

Zack Kassis

Please check our website for updates on
all services, gatherings, and events.

Liturgical Schedule

We ask each family to sponsor at least one Sunday per Sunday
year for the Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour; please
contact the Church Office for available dates.
Wednesday
We encourage those hosting to provide a light meal so
Saturday
we are afforded the opportunity for fellowship!

SIGN UP FOR SUNDAYS IN 2020!

9:00 AM Matins
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy
6:00 PM Vespers
6:00 PM Great Vespers

A parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of North America

