<
The Messenger  apizzovo. 331ssue 4
The Pascha No One Wants

True | eadership brings people where th
No Christian worth their salt believes Christ went to His crucifixion in obedience to the Jewish leaders and
Roman state. Even though it was said by the Jewi s
man die for the people than that the whole nation
who said, ONo one takes my |ife from me, but I (-
down and authority to take it wup again. This comn
filial obedience even unto death which most profoundly made manifest His divinity and union with His
Fat her . Jesus said to them, 6When you have I|ifted
that | do nothing of Myself, but as My Father has

Today our Church hierarchs call us to take up this same Cross, not in capitulation to the State as conspiracy
theorists oOtheologized but as -gdaadificingdlite of Christ.a\e dre qgalded to i

experience in some small way what Christ went thr
outside the holy city of Jerusalem di n i sol ati on. He entered a quar al
complete that He even experienced divine oOabandon
why has Thou forsaken Me?06. The sinless One becam

who said, o6l and My Father are Onedé (John 10: 30) €

St . Paul tell s us, 0OTherefore | et us go to Him ol
13:13). Here the Apostle links suffering with disgrace, yoking union with Christ together with being an
outsider. The early Christians knew this disgrace well, being persecuted as godless by their Jewish brothers,
yet at the same time experiencing communion with God in Christ outside the Jewish Temple where they
had become accustomed to worship.

As centuries passed, things have certainly changed, the Church has become the new Camp, the new

Templ e, built wupon Jesus Christ. 0The stone which
this is the Lordds doing and it i's marvelous in
devel oped oOoutside the camp, 6 so much so that in
di sgrace and shame from onot goingd to church, bec

Yet, in this time of pandemic, God who is always providing opportunities for us to more fully experience

the life of Christ, who is always guiding His Church, allows us in this Great Lent, Passion Week, and Pascha

to participate in a very deep way in the foolish wisdom and salvific power of the Cross. By instructing us
through our hierarchs to temporarily and selflessly stay outside the church for the benefit of others, so that

not one may perish, He gives us a unique opportunity, an otherwise impossible chance, to sacrifice our
nor mal church |ife, and the best of it in Great L:¢
the camp6, to experience even for a short time 0i
even unto death, the death of our own will. (continued on p. 4)



St. Makarios of Corinth A April 17

1 Saint Makarios was born in Trikala, of Corinth in 1731, to
1 devout parents who were descended from the famous Notaras
family of Constantinople. Hi s
% Michael. His teacher in Kephalonia was named Eustathios.

é Young Michael was very zealous for the solitary life, and so he
Ll eft his parentsd house in s
s Monastery.

2 1
B He excelled as a teacher, and the Corinthians loved him for his
"; exemplary way of life. After the death of His godfather

f Archbishop Parthenios of Corinth in 1764, they suggested to
| Patriarch Samuel of Constantinople that he appoint Michael,
who was then a layman, as his successor. Thus, he passe

through the various degrees of ordination and was consecrated

3

The blessed one did not seek the hierarchal office for power, or as a means of acquiring wealth, but out
of his paternal concern for the security and the salvation of his flock, for which he would have to render
an account to the Lord and God of all. He rid the Church of corrupt and ineffectual priests and replaced
them with priests who were virtuous and qualified. Those who were not qualified were sent to
monasteries to be educated and trained how to serve. From Chios he went to Mount Athos, fulfilling
his persistent and praiseworthy desire to visit the Holy Mountain and to experience its way of life.
After remaining there for a brief time, he departed for Patmos. During his stay in Patmos, the Saint
sought a permanent residence, and since he was attracted by the location, he founded the Sacre
Kathisma of All Saints in 1782.

From Smyrna the Saint returned to Chios. He chose his place of residence at the church of the Holy
Apostles Peter and Paul in the north-northwestern edges of Vrontados at the foot of Aippus. He found
spiritual peace with Saint Athanasios Parios (who wrote his Life), Saints Nikephoros and Niphon of
Chios, Gregory of Nisyros, and Athanasios of Armenia, all of whom had left the Holy Mountain several
years earlier, because of the disturbances and scandals over Memorial Services.

Saint Makarios remained in his hermitage on Chios for the rest of his life (1790-1805), engaging in
severe ascetical struggles, practicing interior prayer, writing books, confessing and counseling people,
instructing them in the Faith, inspiring them to virtue, and helping those in need. He also prepared
several individuals who had denied Christ to go back to the place where they had done this, and
confess that they only worshiped Christ, the true God. Of course, the Turks put these New Martyrs to
death when they heard such talk, so he encouraged the martyrs by his words, and strengthened them
by prayer and fasting, so that they would not lose their courage and deny Christ again.

Saint Makarios departed to the Lord on April 17, 1805. His honorable body was buried in the courtyard
of the church of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul on the south side. The recovery of his relics took
place in 1808.

Troparion (Tone 3) of St. Makarios:

The city of Chios sings divine hymns to Makarios, the Archbishop of Corinth, for in Heaven he is receiv
Hierarchs; and also by the Martyrs, since he trained them for contest; and by the Ascetics, since he v
their number. Through his prayers, O Christ our God, save our souls!
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Y e ' Life -Giving Spring of the Most Holy Theotokos
| oy . fi Bright Friday (April 24)

\ There once was a beautiful church in Constantinople dedicated to
" the Mother of God, which had been built in the fifth century by the

" holy Emperor Leo the Great (January 20) in the Seven Towers
~ district.

r 9  Before becoming emperor, Leo was walking in a wooded area
|, 4 where he met a blind man who was thirsty and asked Leo to help
‘W him find water. Though he agreed to search for water, he was
. unable to find any. Suddenly, he heard a voice telling him that
|~ there was water nearby. He looked again, but still could not find
iyt he water. Then he heard the vo
| the deepest part of the woods, and you will find water there. Take
2. some of the cloudy water in your hands and give it to the blind
man to drink. Then take the c¢clay and put it on hi
instructions, and the blind man regained his sight. Later, Saint Leo became emperor, just as the Theotokos
had prophesied. Leo built a church over the site at his own expense, and the water continued to work
mi racul ous cures. TherefGovéengi Spwasgcalled o0The | L

After the Fall of Constantinople in 1453, the church was torn down by the Moslems, and the stones were
used to build a mosque. Only a small chapel remained at the site of the church. Twenty-five steps led
down into the chapel, which had a window in the roof to let the light in. The holy Spring was still there,
surrounded by a railing.

After the Greek Revolution in 1821, even this little chapel was destroyed and the Spring was buried under
the rubble. Christians later obtained permission to rebuild the chapel, and work began in July of 1833.
While workmen were clearing the ground, they uncovered the foundations of the earlier church. The
Sultan allowed them to build not just a chapel, but a new and beautiful church on the foundations of the
old one. Construction began on September 14, 1833, and was completed on December 30, 1834. Patriarch
Constantine Il consecrated the church on February 2, 1835, dedicating it to the Most Holy Theotokos. The
Turks desecrated and destroyed the church again on September 6, 1955. A smaller church now stands on
the site, and the waters of the Life-Giving Spring continue to work miracles.

Troparion (Tone 1) of the Life-giving Spring of the Theotokos:

O Theotokos, your church is like the Garden of Paradise, since it pours out healings and curedilrkegavwesrs.
We come to it with faith, and we draw strength and eternal life from its water, through you who are the Spring
received Life himself. For you intercede with Christ our Savior, who was born from you, and you entreat Him to
our souls!




(continued from p. 1)

St . John of the Ladder tells that o0Obedience is
know ‘wel | that obedience by definition is only p
when we give up something we dondt want to give

the measure of oneds obedience can only be gaug
opposite of what is commanded.

For Orthodox Christians our greatest desire is to worship God in His Church and we would rather be
martyred than give that up. Yet, we know that there is a world of difference not only between martyrdom
and suicide, but also between martyrdom and murder. Our bishops instruct us to stay home, not because
we should be afraid of martyrdom, for they tell us to fearlessly minister to the sick and dying, even at our

lest we needlessly, and perhaps pridefully, harm ourselves or others.

Some, perhaps unaware or unwilling to acknowledge what our bishops are actually teaching, will accuse
us of faithlessness for temporarily and strategically practicing social distancing in order to minimize the
impact of COVID -19 on the least of the brethren (elderly, immunocompromised, etc). We will be slandered
as capitulating to the State when we are volunta
by this because in this too we have a share in the life of Christ, bearing the reproach even of brothers so a
to be faithful to the Fatherds command to | ove &
means bearing the disgrace (Hebrews 13:13) and despising the shame (Hebrews 12:2). What we go throug
now and how we are treated can feel very isolating for faithful Christians, yet we are resolutely encouraged
remembering that the Cross of Christ reveals isolation as the door to communion, extending to us the joy
that can never be taken from us and the life that can never be put to death.

Article written by Fr. John Parsells of Christ the Savior Orthodox Church (OCA) of Berlin, Maryland;
posted on their parish website on March 24, 2020.

OUR JOURNEY
T O PASCHA

GREAT LENT

own personal risk. But they also wisely counsel us to be on guard against false bravado and recklessness

D

Pastoral Message from Fr. Paul

This is an extraordinary time, but not unprecedented. The Church has lived

through pandemics and natural disasters emerging stronger every time because
She has served the faithful without fear, and has found strength and comfort in

prayer and concern for our neighbor. And, true to Her Lord, the Church has

always been willing to sacrifice Her well -being for the welfare of those who
draw near in time of need. Of course, we must be prudent, which includes acts
of love that are often inconvenient. But let our love be not because we are afraid
of what may happen, but because we cling to Love Himself Who casts out every
fear.

May God be with you and your family, and bless and keep you!




ORTHODOX TERMINOLOGY i April 2020
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PASCHA: Gr eek for oOoOPassover. 6 Originally Pascha des
the Resurrection of Christ. Christ is the Lamb of God whose sacrifice delivers the faithful from death, as
the sacrifice of the Passover Lamb delivered the ancient Jews from slavery and death in Egypt (Ex. 12; 13
1 Cor. 5:7, 8).

STEWARD(SHIP): A steward is one who manages property belonging to another. All a Christian has
belongs to God. Thus, the Christian gives back to God out of the material blessings he has received from
God for the work of the Church. In the Old Testament God commanded the faithful to give ten percent of
their goods to God; though not under law, Christians should give at least as much. Christians are also
stewards of the spiritual knowledge which God has entrusted to us. We must preserve the heritage of
apostolic doctrine intact for future generations.

THEOPHANY: A mani festation of God in His wuncreated
appearances. The revelation of the Holy Trinity at the Baptism of Christ (Luke 3:21, 22) is the greatest
theophany; it is celebrated in the Orthodox Church on Epiphany (Jan. 6). Other theophanies are found
throughout the Bible. For example, God appeared to Abraham in the form of three men (Gen. 18:1-15),
and to Jacob in a dream (Gen. 28:10 17).

PROPHET: One who proclaims the will of God and/or who foretells the future, especially the coming
and mission of Christ, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

REDEMPTION: The deliverance of humanity from sin and death by Christ, who assumed humanity by
His Incarnation, conquered sin and death by His life -giving death and glorious Resurrection, releases
those who are in captivity to the evil one, and unites humanity to God by His Ascension (Gal. 3:13; Heb.
9:15).

RITES: Forms of worship, music, vestments, and architecture. Most Orthodox Christians follow the
liturgical practice of the ancient Churches in the east (Antioch, Jerusalem, and Alexandria), the rite
commonly known as the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom. However, some Orthodox follow a Western Rite,
forms that developed in the west before the separation of Rome from the Orthodox Church.

RITUAL: Ceremonies and texts used in the worship of the Church. Having her roots in the temple and
synagogue, the Church has employed ritual in her worship from the very beginning.

SABBATH: The seventh day of the week, originally a
seventh daydé (Gen. 2:2). Since Christ rose from
gathers on this day instead of the seventh to W
othe eighth day, 6 because it transcends the Sab

than earthly time.




CONTINUED PLEDGING & CONTRIBUTIONS i 2020

!l’
We recognize that we are living in 3 - P
unprecedented time with the spread of t ST ' 1A i
coronavirus. Although the financial market h; / .

taken a loss we hopé¢hat you continue you
financial contribution to your Church. While :
not physically able to attend church services ERINEE/7e/ 8 IS B Lo
this time, our obligations and expensE® NOt ittt
cease. Online payments are still an excel SIS
method to support the churdh visit our S A
parish websiteand click the "DONATEbutton/ fféf«ﬁﬁfnﬁz CIYES AWAX
link at the bottom of the homepage to contrib Forever
financially. If you usually bring cash or checks
the church for your pledge, please put those fu RIS EEEE
aside and bring them when we are all able
attend church together again ORiail a check tg
the Church Office. THANK YOU!

Giving is not a substitute for commitmeint
it is an expression of our commitment!

Goal for 2020

$150,000 in pledge contributions & 80 forms returned!

As of March 31, 202G we 0 v e recei ved t he pl edg
51 parishioners & familiesho have turned in their 2020 Membership & Pledge
Form totaling$100,775

Adam & Stephanie Azar Fr. Paul & Ramia Fuller Christina Phipps
George & Cathy Azar Dustin & Alexis Green Adrian Polit

Ray & Renee Azar Dan & Susan Hester +Mary Lou Saikley
Keith & Melinda Bement Alan & Julie Kassis Beverly Shahadey
Brent & Stacey Bocard Bill & Sandy Kassis Esther Simbol

Michael Buzash Rosemary T. Kassis Mary Ann Simbol
Alecia Corey Zack & Denise Kassis Nellie Simbol

Pdn. Elias & Denise Corey Daniel Latinovich Jim & Tricia Tanoos
Noble & Roseann Corey Bonnie Lisher Joe & Linda Tanoos
Tim & Kim Curley Russell & Jean Leo Rosemarie Tanoos
Joanna Dailey Matthew & Alisha Lueke Tony Tanoos

Maria David CJ Maloof Michael & Mary Jo Tom
Chris & Jacqui Ellis Patti Maloof Jeremiah & Jennifer Turner
George Ellis Steve & Jamie Maynard Gary & Adelle Watts
Katherine Ellis Kyle & Eleni Miller Preston & Gina White
Mary Helen Ellis Tony K. Nasser Andy Whitt

Michael & Nancy Ellis Harold & Michelle Netzler John & Rima Yacoub




Triumph of Orthodoxy n lcon Processionin Sunday, March 8, 2020

\
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Orthodox Prayers “*

" 4=P
“O Lord, in this hour receive our supplications....” ‘e

Please include the following people in your daily prayers.
Prayer requests may be made to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com).

LIVING DEPARTED

Those suffering from the Coronavirus

throughout the world

Those suffering in Syria, Lebanon, & Ukraine;
Metropolitan Paul & Archbishop John (Aleppo, Syria);
Bishop Alexander (Canada); Pdn. Elias Corey;

Miriam Yazge; Mary Inman; Dennis (father of Darrel

+Those newly departed from the
Coronavirus throughout the world
+Archpriest Isaac Crow (Wash D.C.)
+Mary Lou Saikley

+Jana Nasser

Zeck); Helen Corey; Harold Netzler; John Ellis; +Candy Nasser

Kalea Ellis; Aziz Haddad (Phoenix); Bobby Ellis; +Kamal Abusief (Uncle of John Nawar)
Martha, Pam; Tim, Maeve, & John (friends of Russell +David

Leo); Bill & Tiffany Smith (friends of Gary & Adelle +Newborn Billy Smith (friend of Gary
Watts) & Adelle Watts)

+Billie Waits (friend of Mary Ann Denning)




