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The Nativity—Condescension of God and Deification of Man
Soon, we will be celebrating the birth of Jesus, the Incarnation of God on Earth. And this celebration of the
Nativity of Christ marks the spiritual upheaval of the universe, for this solemn day marks the embodiment
of God on Earth, and the day God became flesh in Jesus, and, potentially, in all creatures.
The celebration of the Nativity of Christ is as important for our salvation as Pascha, for the compassion
revealed in the Nativity is but a precursor to the gift this compassionate God incarnate has for us. That
which began with the incarnation of God taking on our flesh in order to unite Himself to His creation, will
culminate with the bodily resurrection. The Nativity provides all of us with the possibility of divine
redemption, for it is in the Holy Nativity that God reveals His love for us, in His great condescension to
become like us.
This celebration of the birth of Jesus
is not about the commemoration of a
helpless baby given birth in a stable,
nor is this about a sort of magic baby
discovered by the Wise Men. The
birth of Christ is not about a Jesus
who died on the cross to “atone” for
the sins of all humanity, as a
sacrifice to pacify an angry God. The
celebration of the Nativity of Christ
is not about the concept of original
sin, that all humans are born
inherently corrupt. The Nativity is
about the essential goodness of
humans, who have been created in
the image and likeness of our
Creator.
The messages of both the Nativity and the Crucifixion is that we are most human, most like God, when we
respond to the suffering of others. Our Orthodox theology about the Nativity, is about the “co-suffering
love of God.” The Nativity of Christ is about the God who created the world becoming incarnate, while the
foundations of the Earth are shaken. The Nativity of Christ is about Theosis, whereby we are deified, and
by His grace, share in His Divinity, just as He has joined Himself with our humanity.

Reflection written by Abbot Tryphon of the All-Merciful Saviour Orthodox Monastery (ROCOR) near Seattle,
Washington; posted on January 7, 2019. “Morning Offering” blog and podcast available on Ancient Faith Radio.

Holy Virgin-martyr Juliana—December 21
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The Holy Virgin-martyr Juliana, daughter of an illustrious
pagan named Africanus, was born in the city of Nicomedia.
As a child, she was betrothed to a certain Elusius, one of the
emperor’s advisors. Saint Juliana was endowed with a
profound intellect and goodness of soul. She saw through the
delusion and deception of the pagan faith, and secretly
accepted holy Baptism.
When the time of her wedding approached, Juliana refused to
be married. Her father urged her not to break her engagement, but when she refused to obey him, he began to beat her
viciously. Then Africanus handed his daughter over to the
Eparch, who happened to be Elusius, Juliana’s former fiancé.
Elusius fervently asked Juliana to marry him, promising not
to require her to abandon her faith. Saint Juliana refused and
said that she’d rather be put to death.

They beat the saint both long and harshly, but after each beating she received healing and new strength
from God. Her punishment took place before a large number of people. Of these, 500 men and 150
women came to confess Christ after witnessing the steadfastness and courage of the holy virgin
miraculously healed from her wounds. They were all beheaded, and were baptized in their own blood.
Convinced of the futility of attempting to separate the holy virgin from her heavenly Bridegroom,
Eleusius sentenced Juliana to death. She accepted the sentence with joy and glorified the Lord for
permitting her to receive a martyr’s crown. The holy Martyr Juliana was executed in the year 304. She is
the subject of an Anglo-Saxon poem, believed to have been written by Cynewulf in the eighth century.
Troparion (Tone 4) of St. Juliana:
All-blameless bride and venerable trophy-bearer, you are wedded to the Word of the immortal Father,
O glorious Juliana. For having wisely disdained your mortal bridegroom, you strove beyond nature to
destroy the serpent, and now you delight in the joys of your Bridegroom!

Proto-martyr & Archdeacon Stephen—December 27
The Holy Proto-martyr and Archdeacon Stephen was the eldest of the seven deacons, appointed by the
Apostles themselves, and therefore he is called “archdeacon.” He was the first Christian martyr, and he
suffered for Christ when he was about thirty. In the words of Asterias, he was “the starting point of the
martyrs, the instructor of suffering for Christ, the foundation of righteous confession, since Stephen was
the first to shed his blood for the Gospel.”
Filled with the Holy Spirit, St. Stephen preached Christianity and defeated Jewish teachers of the Law
in debate. The Jews maligned St. Stephen, saying that he had uttered blasphemy against God and
against Moses. St. Stephen came before the Sanhedrin and the High Priest to answer these charges. He
gave a fiery speech, in which he recounted the history of the Jewish nation, and denounced the Jews for
persecuting the prophets, and also for executing the promised Messiah, Jesus Christ (Acts ch. 7).
(continued on p. 3)

(continued from p. 2)
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During his speech, St. Stephen suddenly saw the heavens opened
and Jesus Christ standing at the right hand of God. The Jews
shouted and covered their ears, and rushed at him. They dragged
him out of the city and stoned him, but the holy martyr prayed
for his murderers. Far off on the heights stood the Mother of God
with the holy Apostle John the Theologian, and She prayed
fervently for the martyr. Before his death Saint Stephen said,
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. O Lord, lay not this sin to their
charge.” Then he joyfully gave up his pure soul to Christ.
The body of the holy Protomartyr Stephen, left to be eaten by
beasts, was secretly taken up by the Jewish teacher Gamaliel and
his son Habib, who buried Stephen on his estate. They both
believed in Christ, and later received holy Baptism. St. Stephen is
also commemorated on August 2 (Translation of his relics) and
on September 15 (Uncovering of his relics in the year 415).

Troparion (Tone 4) of St. Stephen:
Protomartyr Stephen, mighty warrior of Christ our God, you were victorious in battle and crowned with
glory, holy Stephen. You confounded the council of those who persecuted you, beholding your Savior
enthroned at the Father’s right hand. Never cease praying that our souls may be saved!

WEEKLY Bible Study
Tuesday mornings at 11:00a—
join us as we gather for fellowship
and instruction from the Word of God!

OPEN INVITATION—
commit to the Scriptures!

Reading through the
Gospel of St. Mark
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Celebrate the Feast of St. Nicholas
Akathist (Prayer) Service at 6:00p
& Documentary viewing of

“Saint Nicholas: The Real Story”
Potluck Lenten Dinner
(please bring a dish to share)

ORTHODOX TERMINOLOGY—December 2019
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ACOLYTE:
A person assisting the priest in ceremonies or services. In the early Church, the acolytes were
adults; today, however, the duties are performed mostly by children (altar boys).

ANTIDORON: (Greek – “instead of the gifts”) A small piece of the blessed bread (prosphoron) given to
each of the faithful after the celebration of the Eucharist. Originally, as a sign of hospitality, it was given to
those who could not take communion, but it became a practice for it to be offered to all the faithful.
BLASPHEMY: Evil and reproachful language directed at God, the Virgin Mary, the Saints, or sacred
objects. Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is a mortal and unforgivable sin because it presumes that God’s
saving action in this particular case is impossible (cf. Matt. 12: 31).
CANONS or CANON LAW: The tradition of canonical legislation, which governs Orthodox Church life.
It touches on every area of Church life, including Ecclesiology, Liturgy, and Ethics. Although generally
referred to as canon law, it is more correctly referred to in the Orthodox community as the tradition of the
holy canons. This law, the canonical tradition, involves persons who are invested with authority (such as
bishops) enabled with the means of creating, formulating, interpreting, executing, validating, amending
and revoking these laws through synodical or conciliar action.
DYNAMIS: (Greek – “powerful, with force or strength”) A liturgical command given to sing/chant
louder or stronger.
EVANGELISTS: The authors of the Gospels (Evangelia), who, according to Church belief, were inspired
by God; they are Matthew, Mark, Luke, & John.
ORTHODOX: (Greek – “correct or true belief and practice”) The common and official name used by the
Eastern Christian Church. The Orthodox Church maintains Her belief that She alone has kept the true
Christian faith, complete and unaltered.

PATRISTICS: The theological field that studies the lives and the writings of the Fathers of the Church.
SOLEA: An area with elevated floor in front of the iconostasis of the Church, where the various rites and
ceremonies are held.
SYNAXIS: (Greek – “assembly”) A gathering of the faithful in honor of a saint or for reading passages
from his biography (synaxarion).

Stewardship & Parish Life—2020
We ask that you please complete your Membership &
Pledge Commitment form for 2020 by January 13,
2020 (previously mailed to you) and send to our
church office, to ensure the success of the programs
undertaken for the spiritual needs of the families
entrusted to our care. Remember that your
Stewardship provides the foundation for our Parish
Ministries and our efforts in meeting the challenge of
spreading Christ’s Word and our Orthodox Faith.
Stewardship is an opportunity to examine our
priorities and values, to express our thankfulness, to
give of ourselves, and to grow in grace. It allows us to
participate in the work of God. Giving is not a
substitute for commitment – it is an expression of our
commitment!
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Preparing for Christmas

The Nativity Fast (Advent season) began on November 15. In order to prepare our hearts,
minds, and bodies to properly celebrate the Nativity of Christ, the Church prescribes this
season as a time of fasting, prayer, and almsgiving. We can resist the impulses of our society
to make Christmas a purely materialistic celebration, instead, focusing on Christ and His
coming into the world by taking on flesh for the sake of our salvation. We’re asked to fast
from meat and dairy, increase our prayer, church attendance and spiritual reading, and
freely give to others in need. Make this a time a period of spiritual preparation!

Liturgical Schedule for the Nativity Fast (weekday services at 6:00p):
Tuesday, December 3—Nativity Paraklesis Thursday, December 5—Akathist to St. Nicholas
Tuesday, December 10—Nativity Paraklesis

Thursday, December 12—Nativity Paraklesis

Tuesday, December 17—Nativity Paraklesis

Thursday, December 19—Nativity Paraklesis

Liturgical Schedule for Christmas
—Tuesday, December 24
Royal Hours—10:00a
Festal Matins—8:00p Festal Liturgy—9:00p
followed by Fellowship & Feast

Thanksgiving Baskets Charity—November 24, 2019
7

Many thanks to ALL who helped support this annual charity of our parish community - we take on a big
task of donating approx. 200 baskets/meals to families in need across the Wabash Valley. We greatly
appreciate your financial contributions and participation in the distribution of these baskets on the Sunday
prior to Thanksgiving! Thus far, we've collected approx. $4,500 - the full expense for over 200

baskets is $6,000—any and all donations will be helpful!

Please include the following people in your daily prayers.
Prayer requests may be made to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com).

LIVING
Those suffering from the recent wildfires in California;
Those suffering in Syria & Lebanon;
Metropolitan Paul & Archbishop John (Aleppo, Syria);
Bishop Alexander (Canada); Miriam Yazge;
Mary Lou Saikley; Christina Phipps; Mary Inman;
Dennis (father of Darrel Zeck); Harold & Michelle
Netzler; Helen Corey; John Ellis; Gary (father of Brent
Bocard); Joe Malooley; Dan Hester; Cameron Nasser;
Theodora Elizabeth Straub (^newly-illumined);
Lilly Alexandria Watts (^newly-illumined);
Jeremiah Turner
^person newly-received into the Orthodox Church

DEPARTED
+Jana Nasser;
+Candy Nasser;
+Kh. Anastasia Farha (Kansas)
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Return Service Requested

Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour—2019
*Dec 1

George & Cathy Azar

*Dec 8

White Family

*Dec 15

Maloof Family

*Dec 22

IN NEED of Sponsor

Dec 24

Corey Family

Parish Council—Christmas Feast & Fellowship
Dec 29

Tony Tanoos

*(denotes Fasting season; please plan accordingly)

“The Messenger” is the monthly
publication of our Community at
St. George Orthodox Church
1900 South 4th Street
Terre Haute, IN 47802
Fr. Paul Fuller † Pdn. Elias Corey
812-232-5244 office stgeorgeocth@gmail.com

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com
Dates STILL AVAILABLE for 2019—

Please check our website for updates on
all services, gatherings, and events.

we ask each family to sponsor at least one Sunday per
year for the Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour; please
Liturgical Schedule
contact the Church Office for available dates.
9:00 AM Matins
We encourage those hosting to provide a light meal so Sunday
10:00
AM Divine Liturgy
we are afforded the opportunity for fellowship!
Wednesday
6:00 PM Vespers
Saturday
6:00 PM Great Vespers

SIGN UP NOW FOR
SUNDAYS IN 2020!
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