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“How to Read the Bible”—WEEKLY Bible Study beginning in September 

“If an earthly king, our emperor,” wrote Saint Tikhon of Zadonsk (1724-83), “wrote you a letter, would you 
not read it with joy? Certainly, with great rejoicing and careful attention.” But what, he asks, is our attitude 
toward the letter that has been addressed to us by no one less than God Himself? “You have been sent a  
letter, not by any earthly emperor, but by the King of Heaven. And yet you almost despise such a gift, so 
priceless a treasure.” To open and read this letter, Saint Tikhon adds, is to enter into a personal conversation 
face-to-face with the living God. “Whenever you read the Gospel, Christ Himself is speaking to you. And 
while you read; you are praying and talking to Him.” 

Such exactly is our Orthodox attitude to the reading of Scripture. I am to see the Bible as God’s personal  
letter sent specifically to myself. The words are not intended merely for others, far away and long ago, but 
they are written particularly and directly to me, here and now. Whenever we open our Bible, we are         
engaging in a creative dialogue with the Savior. In listening, we also respond. “Speak, for Your servant 
hears,” we reply to God as we read (1 Sam. 3:10); “Here am I” (Is. 6:8). 

Two centuries after Saint Tikhon, at the Moscow Conference held in 1976 between the Orthodox and the 
Anglicans, the true attitude toward Scripture was expressed in different but equally valid terms. This joint 
statement, signed by the delegates of both traditions, forms an excellent summary of the Orthodox view: 
“The Scriptures constitute a coherent whole. They are at once divinely inspired and humanly expressed. 
They bear authoritative witness to God’s revelation of Himself in creation, in the Incarnation of the Word, 
and in the whole history of salvation, and as such 
express the word of God in human language. We 
know, receive, and interpret Scripture through the 
Church and in the Church. Our approach to the    
Bible is one of obedience.”   —Excerpt from the article, 
“How to Read the Bible” by Bishop Kallistos (Ware) 

 

WEEKLY Bible Study beginning 
on Tuesday, September 3 at 
11:00a, join us as we gather for   
fellowship and instruction from 
the Word of God! 

OPEN INVITATION—          

commit to the Scriptures! 
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Apostle Matthias of the Twelve—August 9 

The Holy Apostle Matthias was born at Bethlehem of the 
Tribe of Judah. From his early childhood he studied the Law 
of God under the guidance of Saint Simeon the God-Receiver 
(February 3). When the Lord Jesus Christ revealed Himself to 
the world, Saint Matthias believed in Him as the Messiah, fol-
lowed constantly after Him and was numbered among the 
Seventy Apostles, whom the Lord “sent them two by two be-
fore His face” (Luke 10:1).  

After the Ascension of the Savior, Saint Matthias was chosen 
by lot to replace Judas Iscariot as one of the Twelve Apostles 
(Acts 1:15-26). After the Descent of the Holy Spirit, the Apos-
tle Matthias preached the Gospel at Jerusalem and in Judea 
together with the other Apostles (Acts 6:2, 8:14). From Jerusa-
lem he went with the Apostles Peter and Andrew to Syrian 
Antioch, and was in the Cappadocian cities of Tianum and 
Sinope. Here the Apostle Matthias was locked into prison, 
from which he was miraculously freed by Saint Andrew the 
First-Called.  

The Apostle Matthias journeyed after this to Amasea, a city on the shore of the sea. During a three-year 
journey of the Apostle Andrew, Saint Matthias was with him at Edessa and Sebaste. According to 
Church Tradition, he was preaching at Pontine Ethiopia (presently Western Georgia) and Macedonia. 
He was frequently subjected to deadly peril, but the Lord preserved him to preach the Gospel. Once, 
pagans forced the saint to drink a poison potion. He drank it, and not only did he himself remain un-
harmed, but he also healed other prisoners who had been blinded by the potion. When Saint Matthias 
left the prison, the pagans searched for him in vain, for he had become invisible to them. Another time, 
when the pagans had become enraged intending to kill the Apostle, the earth opened up and engulfed 
them.  

The Apostle Matthias returned to Judea and did not cease to enlighten his countrymen with the light of 
Christ’s teachings. He worked great miracles in the Name of the Lord Jesus and he converted a great 
many to faith in Christ. The Jewish High Priest Ananias hated Christ and earlier had commanded the 
Apostle James, Brother of the Lord, to be flung down from the heights of the Temple, and now he or-
dered that the Apostle Matthias be arrested and brought for judgment before the Sanhedrin at Jerusa-
lem. The impious Ananias uttered a speech in which he blasphemously slandered the Lord. Using the 
prophecies of the Old Testament, the Apostle Matthias demonstrated that Jesus Christ is the True God, 
the promised Messiah, the Son of God, Consubstantial and Coeternal with God the Father. After these 
words the Apostle Matthias was sentenced to death by the Sanhedrin and stoned. When Saint Matthias 
was already dead, the Jews, to hide their malefaction, cut off his head as an enemy of Caesar. 
(According to several historians, the Apostle Matthias was crucified, and indicate that he instead died 
at Colchis.) The Apostle Matthias received the martyr’s crown of glory in the year 63. 

Kontakion (Tone 4) of the Apostle Matthias: 

O wonderworker and Apostle Matthias, your words have gone out into all the world, enlightening men as the sun 
and giving grace to the Church, bringing faith to the heathen lands. 
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Holy Prophet Micah—August 14 

Holy Prophet Micah, the sixth of the Twelve Minor Prophets, was 

descended from the Tribe of Judah and was a native of the city of 

Moresheth, to the south of Jerusalem. His prophetic   service began 

around the year 778 before Christ and continued for almost 50 

years under the kings of Judah: Jotham, Ahaz, and Righteous   

Hezekiah (721-691 BC, August 28). 

He was a contemporary of the Prophet Isaiah. His denunciations 

and predictions were in regard to the separate kingdoms of Judah 

and Israel. He foresaw the misfortunes threatening the kingdom of 

Israel before its destruction, and the sufferings of Judah during the 

incursions under the Assyrian emperor Sennacherib.  

To him belongs a prophecy about the birth of the Savior of the world: “And thou, Bethlehem, house of 

Ephratha, art too few in number to be reckoned with the thousands of Judah; yet out of thee shall come 

forth to Me, one who is to be a ruler in Israel, and His goings forth were from the beginning, even from 

eternity” (Mic. 5:2). From the words of the Prophet Jeremiah (Jer. 26:18-19), the Jews evidently were afraid 

to kill the Prophet Micah. His relics were discovered in the fourth century after the Birth of Christ at     

Baraphsatia, through a revelation to the Bishop of Eleutheropolis, Zeuinos. 

Kontakion (Tone 4) of the Prophet Micah: 

With the Holy Spirit’s beams wast thou enlightened, setting forth in prophecy the condescension of Christ God, O 

blessed Prophet Micah; and by His grace we who revere thee are saved from eternal death. 

 

Visit of His Grace, Bishop ANTHONY—

August 30-September 1 

Please join us during Labor Day weekend as we      

welcome our Bishop ANTHONY to be with our 

parish community!  

Saturday, August 31 

Noon Youth Gathering & Lunch 

6:00p Great Vespers followed by Parish “Open  

Invitation” Dinner (7:30p) at Saratoga Restaurant 

Sunday, September 1 

9:00a Matins 

10:00a Hierarchal Liturgy followed by Luncheon 



4   

 

Summer Youth Get-Togethers 
On Tuesday mornings during the month of July our youth (age 10 & under), along with 

their parents, grandparents, and caregivers participated in our Summer Youth                   

Get-Togethers! Activities included story-time, crafts, snacks, lessons, and prayer services. 

Many thanks to our adult leaders, teen helpers, and families who participated! Truly,           

a great gathering for our youth and families! 
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Preparing for the Dormition of the Theotokos  

      During the first two weeks of August, we prepare for the Feast of the Dormition 

(Falling Asleep) of the Theotokos (August 15). This commemoration is preceded by a two-

week fasting period and a special liturgical service called Paraklesis (Supplication) to the 

Virgin Mary, the Mother of God. It is a service of supplication specifically for the living.  

      The Virgin Mary has that special “motherly boldness” and constantly intercedes on our 

behalf to her Son and God, Jesus Christ. Therefore, we honor her and ask for her            

supplication with our own struggles in this life. Check our parish calendar and join us  

during the first two weeks in August at 6:00p as we celebrate the Paraklesis service,       

supplicating the Theotokos for physical, mental, and spiritual healing and well-being.      

As one of the hymns from the service proclaims: “She is our only hope, protectress, and 

surety in times of need.”   
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**Stewardship 2019 UPDATE** 

2019 Goal — $150,000 in pledge contributions & 80 forms returned! 

As of July 31, 2019, the following 53 parishioners & families have pledged a total amount of $108,765  
towards our goal. Many thanks to these parishioners who have filled out their 2019 Membership and 

Pledge Commitment Form. We ask ALL parishioners to fill out a form and return to our Church Office. 

Again, this list does not contain the names of all who contribute to our parish community, but only those 

who have filled out their annual form—which we ask all to do to help us be better stewards of the           

contributions given to our parish community! 

 

 

Adam & Stephanie Azar  

George & Cathy Azar 

Ray & Renee Azar 

Melinda Bement 

Brent & Stacey Bocard 

Michael Buzash 

Marci Childs 

Eric & Cassandra Cook 

Alecia Corey 

Pdn. Elias & Denise Corey 

Noble & Roseann Corey 

Tim & Kim Curley 

Chris & Jacqui Ellis 

John & Jaimie Ellis 

Katherine Ellis 

Mary Helen Ellis 

Michael & Nancy Ellis 

Fr. Paul & Ramia Fuller 

Dustin & Alexis Green 

Dan & Susan Hester 

Mary Inman 

Alan & Julie Kassis 

Bill & Sandy Kassis 

Rosemary T. Kassis 

Zack & Denise Kassis 

Dan Latinovich 

Russell & Jean Leo 

Bonnie Lisher 

Matthew & Alisha Lueke 

CJ Maloof 

Patti Maloof 

Steve & Jamie Maynard 

Tony K. Nasser 

Adrian Polit 

Mary Lou Saikley 

Beverly Shahadey 

Linda Shahadey  

Esther Simbol 

Mary Ann Simbol 

Nellie Simbol 

Dean & Maria Straub 

Danny & Claudia Tanoos 

Jim & Tricia Tanoos 

Mary Ann Tanoos 

Tony Tanoos 

Michael & Mary Jo Tom 

Michael A. Tom 

Jeremiah & Jennifer Turner 

Gary & Adelle Watts 

Preston & Gina White 

Andy Whitt 

Brad & LouAnn Wisbey 

John & Rima Yacoub 
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Please include the following people in your daily prayers.  
Prayer requests may be made to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com). 

 

                  DEPARTED 

+Archpriest Stephen Rhudy (former pastor); 

+Hope Themelis (aunt of Stacey Bocard) 

                            LIVING 
Those suffering from the recent earthquakes in California 

& recent flooding in Louisiana; Metropolitan Paul & 

Archbishop John (Aleppo, Syria); Bishop Alexander 

(Canada); Miriam Yazge; Mary Lou Saikley; Christina 

Phipps; Mary Inman; Marci Childs (catechumen*);       

Maria Straub & child she bears; Jana Nasser; Dennis 

(father of Darrel Zeck); Harold & Michelle Netzler;      

Helen Corey; Monte & Eric (newly-illumined^ - Wabash 

Valley Correctional Facility); John Ellis; newly-ordained 

Dn. Noah Papas & family (Pittsburgh); Candy Nasser; 

Mary Ann Tanoos; Gary (father of Brent Bocard);        

Ghazi Foteh (uncle of Kh. Ramia); Adelle & newborn Lilly 

Alexandria Watts 

 

*person preparing for reception into the Orthodox Church 

^person newly-received into the Orthodox Church 
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“The Messenger” is the monthly  

publication of our Community at  
 

St. George Orthodox Church 
1900 South 4th Street 

Terre Haute, IN  47802 

 

Fr. Paul Fuller   †   Pdn. Elias Corey 

812-232-5244 office   stgeorgeocth@gmail.com 
 

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com 
Please check our website for updates on 

all services, gatherings, and events. 
 

Liturgical Schedule 

Sunday           9:00 AM   Matins    
        10:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 
 
Wednesday           6:00 PM   Daily Vespers 
Saturday                6:00 PM   Great Vespers 

 

A parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian  

Archdiocese of North America 

      Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour—2019 
     

  Aug 4*   Simbol Family 

  Aug 11*           Ray & Renee Azar 

  Aug 18            Malooley Families 

  Aug 25    Adrian Polit 

 

  Sept 1 Parish Visit of Bishop ANTHONY 

  Sept 8       Russell Leo & Leah Sparks 

  Sept 15                     Abdayem Family 

  Sept 22          Jim & Tricia Tanoos 

  Sept 29       Mediterranean Festival 
     

      *denotes Fasting Season 
 

Dates STILL AVAILABLE for 2019—    
we ask each family to sponsor at least one Sunday per 
year for the Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour; please 
contact the Church Office for available dates. We        
encourage those hosting to provide a light meal so we 
are afforded the opportunity for fellowship! 

St. George Orthodox Church 

1900 South Fourth Street 

Terre Haute, IN  47802 
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