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The Messenger  September 2017 Vol. 30 Issue 9 

90th Parish Anniversary—Labor Day Weekend 2017 

It was a weekend full of festivities as we commemorated and celebrated our 90th 
Parish Anniversary. A few highlights included: 
 

* Hierarchal visit of His Grace, Bishop ANTHONY of Toledo and the Midwest 

           * Liturgical services with area clergy      * Church School Kickoff Event 

                                                       * Ladies’ Luncheon honoring 6 members in their 90s 

* Visit of former clergy and their families       * Grand Banquet and Hafli (Dance) 
 

Many thanks to all those who helped plan, organize, and contribute to the exciting 
celebration, especially Jim Tanoos, Cathy Azar, Kal Ellis, and Esther Simbol. Truly, 
a great time for reflection and giving thanks! Hopefully also, a time for renewed 
dedication to our parish community and hope for our future!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A commemorative Souvenir Journal is being made and will be distributed to our 
members and sponsors, especially highlighting the weekend of festivities. May 
God bless our forbearers who brought their Orthodox faith to Terre Haute and the 
families who have joined our congregation throughout the decades. May their     
example of dedication and love for Jesus Christ and His Holy Church enliven our 
dedication and love! 

             (More pictures on p. 3) 
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Quiz for the Nativity of the Theotokos 
1. Who are the parents of Mary, the Theotokos? 

A. Simeon & Anna  B. Joachim & Anna  C. Zachariah & Elizabeth   D. Abraham & Sarah 
 

2. Which canonical Gospel describes the nativity of the Theotokos? 
 A. Matthew    B. Mark    C. John    D. None of the Gospels          
 
 3. Which date in September is the Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos celebrated? 
A. 8      B. 14     C. 21    D. 25 
 
 4. The Gospel reading for Liturgy is the same for this Feast as all other feasts of the Theotokos.  
True or False?   

 

5. What is the liturgical color for this Feast? 
 A. Gold    B. White    C. Blue     D. Red 
 
 6. Mary’s father was from which tribe of Israel? 

A. Levi    B. Judah   C. Naphtali    D. Benjamin 
 
 7. Which “apocryphal” text is the earliest to describe the nativity of the Theotokos? 

A. Didache    B. Shepherd of Hermas    C. Epistle of Barnabas     D. Protoevangelium of James 

 
 8. According to Church Tradition, which archangel announced to her parents that they would bring 
forth a child? 

A. Gabriel    B. Michael   C. Raphael    D. Phanuel 
 
 9. Do Orthodox Christians believe in the “Immaculate Conception” of Mary (like Roman Catholics)? 
Yes or No? 
 

10. The nativity of Mary is described in the Islamic holy book, the Qur’an. True or False? 

 
 

Our NEW website has been recently updated with previous  

bulletins, newsletters, and calendars for 2017:  

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com 

 

Are you on our weekly parish EMAIL list?   

If not, please contact the Church Office. There are many parishioners who are NOT 

opening our weekly parish email, please check your “Spam Folder.”  



3 

 

  



4   

 

St. Euphrosynos the Cook  

September 11 

He was from one of the Palestinian monasteries, and 
his obedience was to work in the kitchen as a cook. 
Toiling away for the brethren, he did not absent     
himself from thought about God, but rather dwelt in 
prayer and fasting. He remembered always that      
obedience is the first duty of a monk, and therefore he 
was obedient to the elder brethren. 

The patience of the saint was amazing: they often     
reproached him, but he made no complaint enduring 
every unpleasantness. St. Euphrosynos pleased the 
Lord by his inner virtue which he concealed from   
people, and the Lord Himself revealed to the monastic 
brethren the spiritual heights of their unassuming     
fellow-monk. One of the priests of the monastery 
prayed and asked the Lord to show him the blessings 
prepared for the righteous in the age to come. The 
priest saw in a dream what Paradise is like, and he 
contemplated its inexplicable beauty with fear and 
with joy.  

He also saw there a monk of his monastery, the cook Euphrosynos. Amazed at this encounter, the   
presbyter asked Euphrosynos, how he came to be there. The saint answered that he was in Paradise 
through the great mercy of God. The priest again asked whether Euphrosynos would be able to give 
him something from the surrounding beauty. St. Euphrosynos suggested to the priest to take whatever 
he wished, and so the priest pointed to three luscious apples growing in the garden of Paradise. The 
monk picked the three apples, wrapped them in a cloth, and gave them to his companion. 

When he awoke in the early morning, the priest thought the vision a dream, but suddenly he noticed 
next to him the cloth with the fruit of Paradise wrapped in it, and emitting a wondrous fragrance. The 
priest found St. Euphrosynos in church and asked him under oath where he was the night before. The 
saint answered that he was where the priest also was. Then the monk said that the Lord, in fulfilling the 
prayer of the priest, had shown him Paradise and had bestowed the fruit of Paradise through him, “the 
lowly and unworthy servant of God, Euphrosynos.” 

The priest related everything to the monastery brethren, pointing out the spiritual loftiness of             
Euphrosynos in pleasing God, and he pointed to the fragrant fruit. Deeply affected by what they heard, 
the monks went to the kitchen, in order to pay respect to Euphrosynos, but they did not find him there. 
Fleeing human glory, the monk had left the monastery. The place where he concealed himself remained 
unknown, but the monks always remembered that their monastic brother Euphrosynos had come upon 
Paradise, and that they in being saved, through the mercy of God would meet him there. They           
reverently kept and distributed pieces of the apples from Paradise for blessing and for healing.  

 Troparion (Tone 4) of St. Euphrosynos: 

Thou hast lived in great humility, in labors of asceticism and in purity of soul, O righteous Euphrosynos, by a 
mystical vision thou demonstrated the Heavenly joy which thou had found. Therefore, make us worthy to be     
partakers of thy intercessions. 
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Ss. Sophia and Her Daughters:  

Faith, Hope, and Love—September 17 

They were born in Italy. Their mother was a pious 
Christian widow who named her daughters for the 
three Christian virtues. Faith was twelve, Hope was 
ten, and Love was nine. She raised them in the love of 
the Lord, Jesus Christ and they did not hide their faith 
in Christ, but openly confessed it before everyone.  

An official named Antiochus denounced them to the 
emperor Hadrian (117-138), who ordered that they be 
brought to Rome. Realizing that they would be taken 
before the emperor, the holy virgins prayed fervently 
to the Lord, asking that He give them strength not to 
fear torture and death. When the holy virgins and their 
mother came before the emperor, everyone was 
amazed at their composure. They looked as though 
they had been brought to some happy festival, rather 
than to torture. Summoning each of the sisters in turn, 
Hadrian urged them to offer sacrifice to the goddess 
Artemis, but the young girls remained unyielding.  

Then the emperor ordered them to be tortured. They 
burned the holy virgins over an iron grating, then 

threw them into a red-hot oven, and finally into a cauldron with boiling tar, but the Lord  
preserved them. The youngest child, Love, was tied to a wheel and they beat her with rods until her 
body was covered all over with bloody welts. After undergoing unspeakable torments, the holy virgins 
glorified their Heavenly Bridegroom and remained steadfast in the Faith.  

They subjected St. Sophia to another grievous torture: the mother was forced to watch the  
suffering of her daughters. She displayed adamant courage, and urged her daughters to endure their 
torments for the sake of the Heavenly Bridegroom. All three maidens were beheaded, and joyfully bent 
their necks beneath the sword.  

In order to intensify St. Sophia’s inner suffering, the emperor permitted her to take the bodies of her 
daughters. She placed their remains in coffins and loaded them on a wagon. She drove beyond the city 
limits and reverently buried them on a high hill. St. Sophia sat there by the graves of her daughters for 
three days, and finally she gave up her soul to the Lord. Even though she did not suffer for Christ in the 
flesh, she was not deprived of a martyr’s crown. Instead, she suffered in her heart. Believers buried her 
body there beside her daughters. The relics of the holy martyrs have rested at El’zasa, in the church of 
Esho since the year 777.  

Troparion (Tone 4) of Ss. Sophia and Her Children: Faith, Hope, and Love: 

The Church celebrates and rejoices in the feast of the three daughters: Faith, Hope, and Love, and their Mother 
Sophia, named for her wisdom: For in them she gave birth to the three godly virtues. Now they  
eternally behold their bridegroom, God the Word. Let us rejoice spiritually in their memory and cry: O our three 
Heavenly Protectors, establish, confirm and strengthen us in Faith, Hope and Love. 

   Answers to Quiz on Page 2  

1. B  2. D  3. A  4. True  5. C  

6. B  7. D  8. A  9. No  10. True 
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Please include the following people in your daily prayers.  
Prayer requests may be sent to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com). 

 

             DEPARTED 
+Kh. Stefanie Yazge 
+Kaleel (Big K) Ellis 
+Jeannette Shahadey                            
+Mary Jo Doloszycki 

 

 

 
 
 

                           LIVING 

Metropolitan Paul & Archbishop John 
Bishop Antoun (newly-retired) 
Archpriest George Rados 
Archpriest Stephen Rhudy 
Archpriest Anthony Yazge & family  

(Antiochian Village) 

Colton 
Miriam Yazge 
Mary Lou Saikley 
Carol Latinovitch 
Mary Helen Ellis and family  
Mary Beth Krebs (Louisville)                   
Chris Hopkins and family 
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The St. George Social Center is available to the public for those  
special days of celebrations: wedding receptions, anniversary parties,  

graduation parties; for your business needs: banquets, meetings, fund raising 
events, company parties; and for the good times: holiday parties, dinners, etc. 

  

For additional information, contact Michael C. Ellis at 812-841-1338 
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“The Messenger” is the monthly  

publication of our Community at  
 

St. George Orthodox Church 
1900 South 4th Street 

Terre Haute, IN  47802 

 

Fr. Paul Fuller   †   Dn. Elias Corey 

812-232-5244 office   stgeorgeocth@gmail.com 
 

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com 
Please check our website for updates on 

all services, gatherings, and events. 
 

Liturgical Schedule 

Sunday           9:00 AM   Matins    
        10:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 
 
Wednesday           6:00 PM   Daily Vespers 
Saturday                6:00 PM   Great Vespers 

 

A parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian  

Archdiocese of North America 

       Holy Oblation     Coffee (Fellowship) Hour 
 

Sept  3     Parish Community           EVENING Grand Banquet 

Sept  10   Simbol Family  Simbol Family 

Sept  17   Jim & Tricia Tanoos  Jim & Tricia Tanoos 

Sept  24   Michael Buzash  Michael Buzash 

 

Oct 1    Available   Available 

Oct 8       Abdayem Family   Abdayem Family 

Oct 15    Fr. Paul & Ramia Fuller       Fr. Paul & Ramia Fuller       

Oct 22    Gary & Adelle Watts Gary & Adelle Watts 

Oct 29     Rosemarie Tanoos   Rosemarie Tanoos  

 

Nov   5     Azar Family   Azar Family 

Nov 12    Church School              Thanksgiving Luncheon 

Nov 19     Zeck Family   Zeck Family 

Nov 26    Available   Available 

 

We encourage those hosting the Holy Oblation and    
Coffee (Fellowship) Hour to offer a meal for fellowship. 
Several Sundays still OPEN in October, November, and 
December. 

St. George Orthodox Church 

1900 South Fourth Street 

Terre Haute, IN  47802 
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