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Making of a Catechumen
In 2021, we will be presenting articles on some of the liturgical rites of the Orthodox Church:
the blessings, ceremonies, and liturgical prayers offered for the faithful throughout the year and
throughout their life.
A catechumen is one who is preparing for Baptism in the Orthodox Church. In modern
usage, catechumen can also refer to one who is preparing for chrismation (or another form
of reception) to be received into the Church.In the ancient Church, the catechumenate, or
time during which one is a catechumen, often lasted for as much as three years and included
not only participation in the divine services but also catechesis, which is formal instruction
from a teacher, often the bishop or appointed catechist.
As the Church eventually became the majority religion of the lands in which it sojourned,
the catechumenate as an institution gradually died out in many places, as most Christians
were being baptized shortly after birth. As Orthodoxy has moved into the West and Far East
and begun gaining converts to the faith, the catechumenate has been greatly rejuvenated.
Prayer for the Making of a Catechumen:
O Lord our God, we pray and beseech Thee, let the light of Thy countenance be signed upon Thy
servant, NAME, and let the Cross of Thine Only-begotten Son be signed in his/her heart and
thoughts so that he/she may flee from the vanity of this world and every evil plot of the enemy and
that he/she may follow Thy precepts. And grant, O Lord, that Thy holy Name may remain not denied
upon him/her, as he/she is united, in due time, to Thy holy Church and perfected through the fearful
mysteries of Thy Christ; in order that, as he/she conducts his/her life according to Thy commandments, and preserves the Seal unbroken, he/she may obtain the blessedness of the elect in Thy Kingdom; by the grace and love for mankind of Thine Only-begotten Son, with Whom Thou art blessed,
together with Thine all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Catechetical instruction in Orthodoxy in North America does not typically last the three
years which was common in the time of St. John Chrysostom, but typically can last from six
months to a year, depending on the practice of the bishop, his jurisdiction, and the level of
spiritual maturity of the catechumen, overseen by the local parish priest. Much like our
spiritual journey in general, the process of conversion is a growth in our relationship with
Jesus Christ and His Holy Church.
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Synaxis of the Holy Apostles—June 30
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The Synaxis
of the Glorious and All-Praiseworthy Twelve Apostles of Christ appears to be
an ancient Feast. The Church honors each of the Twelve Apostles on separate dates during
the year, and has established a general commemoration for all of them on the day after the
commemoration of the Glorious and First-Ranked among the Apostles Peter and Paul.

The holy God-crowned Emperor Constantine the Great (May 21) built a church in
Constantinople in honor of the Twelve Apostles. There are instructions for celebrating this
Feast which date from the fourth century. For lists of the Apostles’ names, see: Mt.10:2,
Mark 3:14, Luke 6:12, Acts 1:13, 26.

The Apostle Andrew the First-called is also commemorated on November 30. He was the
brother of Saint Peter (June 29).
The Apostle James is also commemorated on April 30. He and his brother John are the sons
of Zebedee, and were called “sons of Thunder” (Mark 3: 17).
The Apostle and Evangelist John the Theologian, beloved friend of Christ, is also
commemorated on September 26 and May 8. He and his brother James are the sons of
Zebedee, and were called “sons of Thunder” (Mark 3:17).
The Apostle Philip is also commemorated on November 14.
The Apostle Bartholomew is also commemorated on June 11 and August 25.
The Apostle Thomas is also commemorated on October 6 and on the Sunday after Pascha.
(continued on p. 4)

(continued from p. 3)

The Apostle
and Evangelist Matthew is also commemorated on November 16.
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The Apostle James, the son of Alphaeus, is also commemorated on October 9.
The Apostle Jude is also commemorated on June 19. He is also known as Thaddeus (but
should not be confused with Saint Thaddeus of the Seventy, who is commemorated on
August 21), and was the brother of Saint James (October 23).
The Apostle Simon the Zealot is also commemorated on May 10.
The Apostle Matthias is also commemorated on August 9.
Troparion (Tone 4) of the Synaxis of the Holy Apostles:
First-enthroned of the Apostles, teachers of the universe: Entreat the Master of all to grant peace
to the world, and to our souls great mercy!

Graduation Recognition Sunday
Congratulations to our graduates:
Naya Abdayem, Nicholas Bement, Lauren Curley, Christopher
Ellis, Jillian Turner, Giana White, Devon Zeck, and Lauren Zeck!
Each graduate received a $40 gift certificate to our parish bookstore
on behalf of our parish community. Again, congratulations and may
God grant you many years!

5

Join us weekly on

Tuesday mornings at 11:00a
for Bible Study & Fellowship.
We are reading through
the Epistles of St. Paul to the
Philippians, Ephesians,
Colossians, & Philemon

Parish UPDATE during COVID-19 (Summer 2021)
Having received the GOOD NEWS from His Eminence,
Metropolitan JOSEPH regarding the full lifting of restrictions
(see letter on p. 2), we are in the midst of full participation in
the Life of the Church for ALL of our parishioners! We have
returned to our Church Temple for ALL liturgical services and
discontinued the usage of live-streaming.
If you have any questions, please contact Fr. Paul Fuller to
discuss further. May God bless our parish community as we
continue to enjoy the fullness of parish life: services and
activities!

STEWARDSHIP & PARISH LIFE — 2021
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Our commitment to stewardship & parish life continues in the new year,
and we ask our parishioners to demonstrate that commitment by returning
their 2021 Membership & Pledge Form to the Church Office. Please
remember that your financial contributions provide the foundation for our
Parish Ministries and our efforts to meet the challenge of spreading Christ’s
Word and our Orthodox Faith.
Online payments are still an excellent method to support the church - visit
our parish website (stgeorgeterrehaute.com) and click the
"DONATE" button/link at the bottom of the homepage to contribute
financially. This donation option utilizes PayPal (E-commerce platform).
If you usually bring cash or checks to the church for your pledge, please put
those funds aside and bring them when you join us in-person OR mail
a check to the Church Office. THANK YOU!

Sign up now to offer the Holy Oblation
& Coffee (Fellowship) Hour in 2021
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We are asking families to sign up to host the Holy Oblation in the upcoming
year of 2021. We are able to offer light fare and drinks during Fellowship after
Divine Liturgy. Families are encouraged to host a Sunday and/or offer a
donation to the Church.

Please include the following people in your daily prayers.
Prayer requests may be made to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com).

LIVING
Those suffering from the Coronavirus throughout
the world;
Those suffering in Armenia, Ethiopia, Lebanon,
Palestine, Syria, & the Ukraine;
Metropolitan Paul & Archbishop John (Aleppo, Syria);
Pdn Elias Corey; Kalea Ellis; Laura Burdick (friend of
Nancy Ellis); Betty Azar; Noble Corey; Pam (mother of
Preston White); Karen (wife of Christ Milienu);
Lauren Meena (cousin of Fr. Paul); Harold & Michelle
Netzler; Daniel Powell; Amy Polit; Helen Corey;
Beth Danczak & newborn Sophia, Laura Powell & child
she bears, Stephanie Prince & newborn Ira (prayer
requests of Daniel & Paula Powell); Christopher Ellis;
CJ Maloof; Danny Abraham (Grand Rapids);
B.J. Weber (friend of Joanna Dailey); Kyle Ellis;
Rosemary G. Kassis

DEPARTED
+Those newly-departed from the Coronavirus
throughout the world
+Paul Tanoos (7/26/20)
+JR David (7/30/20)
+Helen Johnson (10/27/20)
+George Ellis (12/18/20)
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Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour—2021
If you’d like to offer the Holy Oblation
(including prayer list) & host the Fellowship Hour,
please contact Fr. Paul for arrangements.
June 6

John & Vicki Collins

—Mindy’s Birthday & Nicholas’ Graduation
June 13

IN NEED OF HOST

June 20

IN NEED OF HOST
—Pentecost & Father’s Day

June 27
July 4

IN NEED OF HOST

“The Messenger” is the monthly
publication of our Community at
St. George Orthodox Church
1900 South 4th Street
Terre Haute, IN 47802
Fr. Paul Fuller † Pdn. Elias Corey
812-232-5244 office stgeorgeocth@gmail.com

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com
Please check our website for updates on
all services, gatherings, and events.

Azar Families—Betty’s Birthday

July 11

Jabbour Family

July 18

IN NEED OF HOST

July 25

IN NEED OF HOST

Coffee (Fellowship) Hour is BACK!!!

Liturgical Schedule
Sunday
Wednesday
Saturday

9:00 AM Matins
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy
6:00 PM Vespers
6:00 PM Great Vespers
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