1

The Messenger

July 2021 Vol. 34 Issue 7

Sleep, Dreams, & Our Guardian Angels
Excerpt taken from The Holy Angels by Mother Alexandra
The guardian angel is very close to all men when they sleep. Only we are seldom
predisposed by prayer, simple devotion, and singleness of desire, and thus cannot hear or
see him. We cannot at will see the heavenly host, nor should we ask for such a vision, but at
the same time, we must not build up impenetrable walls of disbelief and earthbound
preoccupations so that the angels cannot penetrate
our consciousness to protect and guide us.
The angels, although bodiless, are no less real in
dreams than in our waking hours. In sleep our
prejudices and disbeliefs are less active than when
we are in possession of our argumentative faculties.
In any case, it is the humble, worshipful frame of
mind and receptive spirit that are essential, as is a
clear conscience. The guardian angel watches over
our spirit as well when we sleep; the purer our
thoughts, the closer he comes. Not in vain has our
Mother, the Church taught us evening prayers in
which we confess our faults so that we may rest
peacefully in body and mind, as well as “include”
special supplication prayers to our guardian angel
to be diligent in their watchfulness and intercession
before God (as seen below):
O Holy Angel of God, who dost stand by my wretched soul and passionate life:
do not abandon me, a sinner, neither depart from me because of my lack of
self-control. Leave no room for the evil demon to gain control of me through the
violence of this mortal body. Strengthen my weak and feeble hand, and instruct
me in the path of salvation. Keep me from every adverse temptation, that I may
not anger God by any sin. Pray to the Lord for me, that He may establish me in
His fear and make me, His servant, worthy of His goodness. Amen.
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Farewell from the Fullers

In obedience to His Eminence, Metropolitan JOSEPH, we’ve received a new parish
assignment to begin August 1, 2021. We would like to thank you and your families for your
well-wishes as we begin a new chapter of ministry in our life. We have greatly enjoyed
being with and ministering to you and your families over these past five years.
Fr. Daniel Meyer, a priest coming from outside Philadelphia, will begin his pastorate in
August. May God grant him and his family a fruitful ministry at the parish community of
St. George Orthodox Church in Terre Haute!
Be assured of our continued prayers for this parish community, and we ask that you keep us
in your prayers! May God bless and grant you many years!

In His service,
Fr. Paul, Kh. Ramia, & Rebekah Fuller

Great Martyr Procopius—July 8
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The Holy Great Martyr Procopius, in the world named
Neanius, a native of Jerusalem, lived and suffered during
the reign of the emperor Diocletian (284-305). His father, an
eminent Roman by the name of Christopher, was a
Christian, but the mother of the saint, Theodosia, remained
a pagan. He was early deprived of his father, and the young
child was raised by his mother. Having received an
excellent secular education, he was introduced to Diocletian
in the very first year of the emperor’s accession to the
throne, and he quickly advanced in government service.
Towards the year 303, when persecution against Christians
began, Neanius was sent as a proconsul to Alexandria with
orders to mercilessly persecute the Church of God.

On the way to Egypt, near the Syrian city of Apamea, Neanius had a vision of the Lord
Jesus, similar to the vision of Saul on the road to Damascus. A divine voice exclaimed,
“Neanius, why do you persecute Me?” Neanius asked, “Who are you, Lord?” “I am the
crucified Jesus, the Son of God.” At that moment a radiant Cross appeared in the air.
Neanius felt an inexpressible joy and spiritual happiness in his heart and he was
transformed from being a persecutor into a zealous follower of Christ. From this point in
time Neanius became favorably disposed towards Christians and fought victoriously
against the barbarians.
The words of the Savior came true for the saint, “A man’s foes shall be those of his own
household” (Mt. 10:36). His mother, a pagan herself, went to the emperor to complain that
her son did not worship the ancestral gods. Neanius was summoned to the procurator
Judaeus Justus, where he was solemnly handed the decree of Diocletian. Having read
through the blasphemous directive, Neanius quietly tore it up before the eyes of everyone.
This was a crime, which the Romans regarded as an “insult to authority.” Neanius was held
under guard and in chains sent to Caesarea of Palestine, where the Apostle Paul once
languished. After terrible torments, they threw the saint into a dark prison. That night, a
light shone in the prison, and the Lord Jesus Christ Himself baptized the suffering
confessor, and gave him the name Procopius.
Repeatedly they led Saint Procopius to the courtroom, demanding that he renounce Christ,
and they subjected him to more tortures. The stolidity of the martyr and his fiery faith
brought down God’s abundant grace on those who witnessed the execution. Inspired by the
example of Procopius, many of the holy martyr’s former guards and Roman soldiers went
beneath the executioner’s sword together with their tribunes Nikostrates and Antiochus.
Twelve Christian women received martyr’s crowns, after they came to the gates of the
Caesarea Praetorium.
(continued on p. 4)

(continued from p. 3)
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Struck by the great faith and courage of the Christians, and seeing the firmness of her
son in bearing terrible sufferings, Theodosia became repentant and stood in the line of
confessors and was executed. Finally the new procurator, Flavian, convinced of the
futility of the tortures, sentenced the holy Great Martyr Procopius to beheading by the
sword. By night Christians took up his much-tortured body, and with tears and prayers,
they committed it to the earth. This was the first martyrdom at Caesarea (303).
Troparion (Tone 4) of St. Procopius:
Thy Martyr Procopius, O Lord, in his courageous contest for Thee received the prize of the crown
of incorruption and life from Thee, our immortal God. For since he possessed Thy strength, he
cast down the tyrants and wholly destroyed the demons’ strengthless presumption. O Christ God,
by his prayers, save our souls, since Thou art merciful.

Feast of Prophet Elijah (Elias) & Blessing of Cars
—Great Vespers on Monday, July 19
In honor of the Feast of the Prophet Elijah (July 20), we will offer prayer and
bless our cars (and other modes of transportation—bicycles, motorcycles,
trucks, and even big wheels!) on Friday, July 19 following Great Vespers
commemorating Prophet Elijah at 6:00p. Feel free to invite your friends and
neighbors to join us for this blessing. We encourage families to bring their
bicycles, as well.
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Our weekly Bible Study
is postponed during this
Summer. We hope to
resume in September;
please encourage
participation among
our faithful!

Parish UPDATE during COVID-19 (Summer 2021)
Having received the GOOD NEWS from His Eminence,
Metropolitan JOSEPH regarding the full lifting of restrictions,
we are in the midst of full participation in the Life of the
Church for ALL of our parishioners! We have returned to our
Church Temple for ALL liturgical services and discontinued
the usage of live-streaming.
If you have any questions, please contact Fr. Paul Fuller to
discuss further. May God bless our parish community as we
continue to enjoy the fullness of parish life: services and
activities!

STEWARDSHIP & PARISH LIFE — 2021
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Our commitment to stewardship & parish life continues in the new year,
and we ask our parishioners to demonstrate that commitment by returning
their 2021 Membership & Pledge Form to the Church Office. Please
remember that your financial contributions provide the foundation for our
Parish Ministries and our efforts to meet the challenge of spreading Christ’s
Word and our Orthodox Faith.
Online payments are still an excellent method to support the church - visit
our parish website (stgeorgeterrehaute.com) and click the
"DONATE" button/link at the bottom of the homepage to contribute
financially. This donation option utilizes PayPal (E-commerce platform).
If you usually bring cash or checks to the church for your pledge, please put
those funds aside and bring them when you join us in-person OR mail
a check to the Church Office. THANK YOU!

Sign up now to offer the Holy Oblation
& FELLOWSHIP (COFFEE) Hour in 2021
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We are asking families to sign up to host the Holy Oblation in the upcoming
year of 2021. We are able to offer light fare and drinks during Fellowship after
Divine Liturgy. Families are encouraged to host a Sunday and/or offer a
donation to the Church.

Please include the following people in your daily prayers.
Prayer requests may be made to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com).

LIVING
Those suffering from the Coronavirus throughout
the world;
Those suffering in Armenia, Ethiopia, Lebanon,
Palestine, Syria, & the Ukraine;
Metropolitan Paul & Archbishop John (Aleppo, Syria);
Pdn Elias Corey; Kalea Ellis; Betty Azar;
Karen (wife of Christ Milienu); Lauren Meena (cousin
of Fr. Paul); Harold & Michelle Netzler; Daniel Powell;
Amy Polit; Helen Corey; Laura Powell & child she
bears, (daughter-in-law of Daniel & Paula Powell);
CJ Maloof; Danny Abraham (Grand Rapids);
B.J. Weber (friend of Joanna Dailey);
Rosemary G. Kassis; Nancy Nasser; Dan West;
Ryan, Megan & child she bears, & Jack Bose
(catechumens)

DEPARTED
+Those newly-departed from the Coronavirus
throughout the world
+Paul Tanoos (7/26/20)
+JR David (7/30/20)
+Helen Johnson (10/27/20)
+George Ellis (12/18/20)
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Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour—2021
If you’d like to offer the Holy Oblation
(including prayer list) & host the Fellowship Hour,
please contact Fr. Paul for arrangements.
July 4

Azar Families—Betty’s Birthday

“The Messenger” is the monthly
publication of our Community at
St. George Orthodox Church
1900 South 4th Street
Terre Haute, IN 47802

July 11

Jabbour Family

July 18

Russell Leo

Fr. Paul Fuller † Pdn. Elias Corey

July 25

Joe & Linda Tanoos

812-232-5244 office stgeorgeocth@gmail.com

—1-year Memorial for +Paul Tanoos
Aug 1* Simbol Family—family memorials
Aug 8*

IN NEED OF HOST

Aug 15*

IN NEED OF HOST
—Feast of the Dormition

Aug 22

IN NEED OF HOST

Aug 29*

IN NEED OF HOST

* denotes a fasting day

Fellowship (Coffee) Hour is BACK!!!

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com
Please check our website for updates on
all services, gatherings, and events.

Liturgical Schedule
Sunday
Wednesday
Saturday

9:00 AM Matins
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy
6:00 PM Vespers
6:00 PM Great Vespers
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