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A Ministry for Seniors and those considered       
high -risk during the current Pandemic  

With the blessing of Bishop ANTHONY, we are will offer an opportunity for our parish  
seniors and those considered high-risk for worship with  Divine Liturgy on Wednesday 
mornings at 10:00a over the next several weeks.  

At this time, we are still limiting our attendance in total numbers, as well as on Sundays for 
only those under the age of 65. Therefore, we strongly encourage and ask your help in 
spreading the word of these òspecialó Wednesday morning Liturgies for our seniors! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also available during the week, if you would like to visit the Church to offer your personal 
prayers and/or to receive the Sacraments, such as Holy Communion, please contact Fr. Paul 
to schedule an appointment (visit).  This is available to ALL of our parishioners (even those 
older than age 65 and those considered high -risk).  

 

CHURCH IS NOW OPEN FOR LIMITED ATTENDANCE  

 

If you are back to your normal routine in life, this should begin    
with your attendance at liturgical services!  

May you have peaceful summer days and we hope to see you soon!  
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St. Kyriake of Nicomedia ñJuly 7 

Saint Kyriake was the only child of Dorotheus and Eusebia. Since 
she was born on a Sunday (Kyriake, in Greek), she was named 
Kyriake. One day a wealthy magistrate wished to betroth Kyriake 
to his son. Not only was she young and beautiful, but her parents 
were wealthy, and the magistrate wished to control that wealth. 
The magistrate went to her parents to request her hand, but Saint 
Kyriake told him that she wished to remain a virgin, for she had 
dedicated herself to Christ. The magistrate was angered by her 
words, so he went to the emperor Diocletian to denounce the 
saint and her parents as Christians who mocked the idols, and 
refused to offer sacrifice to them. 

Diocletian sent soldiers to arrest the family and have them 
brought before him. He asked them why they would not honor 
the gods which he himself honored. They told him that these 

were false gods, and that Christ was the one true God. Dorotheus was beaten until the soldiers grew 
tired and were unable to continue. Since neither flattery nor torment had any effect, Diocletian sent 
Dorotheus and Eusebia to Melitene on the eastern border between Cappadocia and Armenia. Then he 
sent Saint Kyriake to be interrogated by his son-in-law and co-ruler Maximian at Nicomedia. Shamed 
by his failure to overcome a young woman, Maximian sent Saint Kyriake to Hilarion, the eparch of    
Bithynia, at Chalcedon and told Hilarion to convert Kyriake to paganism, or send her back to him.  

Making the same promises and threats that Diocletian and Maximian had made before, Hilarion was no 
more successful than they were. Saint Kyriake challenged him to do his worst, because Christ would 
help her to triumph. The saint was suspended by her hair for several hours, while soldiers burned her 
body with torches. Not only did she endure all this, she also seemed to become more courageous under 
torture. Finally, she was taken down and put into a prison cell. That night Christ appeared to her and 
healed her wounds. When Hilarion saw her the next day, he declared that she had been healed by the 
gods because they pitied her. Then Hilarion urged her to go to the temple to give thanks to the gods. 
She told him that she had been healed by Christ, but agreed to go to the temple. The eparch rejoiced, 
thinking that he had defeated her.  

In the temple, Saint Kyriake prayed that God would destroy the soulless idols. Suddenly, there was a 
great earthquake which toppled the idols, shattering them to pieces. Everyone fled the temple in fear, 
leaving Hilarion behind. Instead of recognizing the power of Christ, the eparch blasphemed the true 
God as the destroyer of his pagan gods. He was struck by a bolt of lightning and died on the spot. Saint 
Kyriake was tortured again by Apollonius, who succeeded Hilarion as eparch. When she was cast into a 
fire, the flames were extinguished. When she was thrown to wild beasts, they became tame and gentle. 
Therefore, Apollonius sentenced her to death by the sword. She was permitted time to pray, so she 
asked God to receive her soul, and to remember those who honored her martyrdom. Just as Saint     
Kyriake ended her prayer, angels took her soul before the soldiers could strike off her head. Pious 
Christians took her relics and buried them in a place of honor.  

Troparion (Tone 5) of St. Kyriake:  

O virgin martyr Kyriake, you were a worthy sacrifice when you offered your pure soul to God; wherefore Christ 
has glorified you, and through you pours forth graces abundantly on all the faithful, for He is the merciful Loving 
God! 
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Holy Prophet Ezekiel ñJuly 23 

The Holy Prophet Ezekiel lived in the sixth century before the 

birth of Christ. He was born in the city of Sarir, and descended 

from the tribe of Levi; he was a priest and the son of the priest 

Buzi. Ezekiel was led off to Babylon when he was twenty -five 

years old together with King Jechoniah II and many other Jews 

during the second invasion of Jerusalem by the Babylonian king 

Nebuchadnezzar. Ezekiel lived in captivity by the River Chebar. 

When he was thirty years old, he had a vision of the future of the 

Hebrew nation and of all mankind. The prophet beheld a      

shining cloud, with fire flashing continually, and in the midst of 

the fire, gleaming bronze. He also saw four living creatures in the shape of men, but with four faces      

(Ez. 1:6). Each had the face of a man in front, the face of a lion on the right, the face of an ox on the left, 

and the face of an eagle at the back (Ez. 1:10). There was a wheel on the earth beside each creature, and the 

rim of each wheel was full of eyes. 

Over the heads of the creatures there seemed to be a firmament, shining like crystal. Above the firmament 

was the likeness of a throne, like glittering sapphire in appearance. Above this throne was the likeness of 

a human form, and around Him was a rainbow (Ez. 1:4 -28). According to the explanation of the Fathers of 

the Church, the human likeness upon the sapphire throne prefigures the Incarnation of the Son of God 

from the Most Holy Virgin Mary, who is the living Throne of God. The four creatures are symbols of the 

four Evangelists: a man (St Matthew), a lion (St Mark), an ox (St Luke), and an eagle (St John); the wheel 

with the many eyes is meant to suggest the sharing of light with all the nations of the earth. During this 

vision the holy prophet fell down upon the ground out of fear, but the voice of God commanded him to 

get up. He was told that the Lord was sending him to preach to the nation of Israel.  

The Prophet Ezekiel announces to the people of Israel, held captive in Baylon, the tribulations it would 

face for not remaining faithful to God. The prophet also proclaimed a better time for his fellow -

countrymen, and he predicted their return from Babylon, and the restoration of the Jerusalem Temple. 

There are two significant elements in the vision of the prophet: the vision of the temple of the Lord, full of 

glory (Ez. 44:1-10); and the bones in the valley, to which the Spirit of God gave new life (Ez. 37:1-14). The 

vision of the temple was a mysterious prefiguring of the race of man freed from the working of the Enemy 

and the building up of the Church of Christ through the redemptive act of the Son of God, incarnate of the 

Most Holy Theotokos. Ezekielõs description of the shut gate of the sanctuary, through which the Lord God 

would enter (Ez. 44: 2), is a prophecy of the Virgin giving birth to Christ, yet remaining a virgin. The     

vision of the dry bones prefigured the universal resurrection of the dead, and the new eternal life           

bestowed by the Lord Jesus Christ. The holy Prophet Ezekiel received from the Lord the gift of wonder-

working. He, like the Prophet Moses, divided the waters of the river Chebar, and the Hebrews crossed to 

the opposite shore, escaping the pursuing Chaldeans. Ezekiel was condemned to execution because he  

denounced a certain Hebrew prince for idolatry. Bound to wild horses, he was torn to pieces. Pious       

Hebrews gathered up the torn body of the prophet and buried it upon Maur Field, in the tomb of Sim and 

Arthaxad, forefathers of Abraham, not far from Baghdad. The prophecy of Ezekiel is found in the book 

named for him, and is included in the Old Testament.  

Troparion (Tone 2) of Prophet Ezekiel: 

The memory of Your prophet Ezekiel, we celebrate today, O Lord. By his prayers, we beseech You, O Christ God, 

save our souls! 



4   

 

Learn from the Writings of the Church Fathers                                                       

ñSt. Basil the Great, òOn the Holy Spiritó 

Chapter 12: Against those who maintain that baptism in the Lordõs name alone is sufficient. 

Do not be misled because the Apostle frequently omits the names of the Father and the Holy Spirit when he 

speaks of baptism. Do not imagine because of this that the invocation of their names has been omitted. St. 

Paul says, òAs many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christó (Galatians 3:12) and òéall of 

us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus into His deathó (Romans 6:3). To address Christ in this way is 

a complete profession of faith, because it clearly reveals that God anoints the Son (the Anointed One) with 

the unction of the Spirit. We can learn this from Peterõs words in Acts: òGod anointed Jesus of Nazareth 

with the Holy Spirit,ó (Acts 10:38) or from Isaiah: òThe Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord 

has anointed me,ó (Isaiah 61:1) or from the Psalms: òTherefore God, your God, has anointed you with the 

oil of gladness above your fellowsó (Psalms 45:7).  

But Scripture also clearly speaks of baptism in the context of the Spirit alone, e.g., òFor by one Spirit we are 

all baptized into one bodyó 1st Corinthians 12:13).  There are other passages which agree with this: òYou 

shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit,ó (Acts 1:5) and òHe will baptize you with the Holy Spiritó (Luke 

3:16). No one would claim that on the basis of these passages the invocation of the Spiritõs name alone 

makes baptism complete and perfect; the tradition we have received through life -giving grace must remain 

unchanged forever. He who redeemed our life from corruption gave us the power to be renewed, and the 

source of the power is hidden in an indescribable mystery. It brings great salvation to our souls, but to add 

or to take anything away from it is to forfeit eternal life.  

The position of the baptizer who separates the Spirit from the Father and the Son is precarious indeed, 

since the baptism received from him is useless. How can we be safe if we tear the Spirit away from the    

Father and the Son? Faith and baptism are two inseparably united means of salvation. Faith is perfected 

through baptism; the foundation of baptism is faith, and both are fulfilled through the same names. First, 

we believe in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; then we are baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and  

Holy Spirit. The procession of faith leads us to salvation, and then baptism follows, sealing our affirmation.  
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 ORTHODOX TERMINOLOGY ñJULY 2020 

 

HAGIOGRAPHY: The writings of the Church Fathers and the study of the lives of the 

saints. The Orthodox Church is a reservoir of such writings, which the faithful are urged to 

read for their spiritual growth and development.  

JESUS PRAYER: A short prayer that the Orthodox constantly repeat to practice devotion 

to God; the tradition of repeating this distinctive prayer was developed in Orthodox    

monasteries. The text of the Jesus Prayer is: òLord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on 

me, (a sinner).ó 

MOUNT ATHOS: The center of Orthodox monasticism, situated on a conical mountain on 

the Chakidi Peninsula in Greece. 

NAMEõS DAY: Tradition of the Orthodox people is to celebrate oneõs name-day instead of 

a birthday. Celebration of the name-day is considered to be spiritually important, and the 

celebrating individual develops special spiritual ties with his Patron Saint and                

consequently, with God.  

PAGANISM: Belief in religions other than Christianity, especially ancient Greek            

polytheism, which was a non -revealed religion.  

PASCHAL WEEK (BRIGHT WEEK): The week following the Sunday of Pascha (Easter), 

signifying the spiritual renewal and joy brought to the world by the Resurrection of Christ.  

PROKEIMENON: (Greek for ògradual introductionó). A liturgical verse or scriptural   

passage sung or read before the reading of the Epistle. It serves as an introduction to the 

theme of this particular reading.  

SUBDEACON: A layman who has received a special blessing by the bishop to serve in the 

church, assisting in the services and ceremonies. 
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CONTINUED PLEDGING & CONTRIBUTIONS ñ2020 
 

We recognize that we are living in an uneasy time with the spread of the 
coronavirus. We hope that you continue your financial contribution and  
support to your Church. Even while limited in attendance, our obligations 
and expenses do not cease.  

Online payments are still an excellent method to support the church - visit 
our parish website (stgeorgeterrehaute.com) and click the "DONATE" button/
link at the bottom of the homepage to contribute financially.  This donation 
option utilizes PayPal (E-commerce platform). If you usually bring cash or 
checks to the church for your pledge, please put those funds aside and bring 
them when we are all able to attend church together again OR mail a check to 
the Church Office. THANK YOU!  

 

 

Giving is not a substitute 
for commitmentñ                                                       

it is an expression of our 
commitment! 

 

 


