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And He rose again from the dead on the third day, according to the Scriptures.
Christ is risen from the dead! This is the main proclamation of the Christian faith. It forms the heart of the Church’s
preaching, worship and spiritual life. “... if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is
in vain” (1 Cor 15:14).
The Orthodox Church believes in Christ’s real death and his actual resurrection. Resurrection, however, does not
simply mean bodily resuscitation. Neither the Gospel nor the Church teaches that Jesus was lying dead and then was
biologically revived and walked around in the same way that he did before he was killed. In a word, the Gospel does
not say that the angel moved the stone from the tomb in order to let Jesus out. The angel moved the stone to reveal
that Jesus was not there (Mk 16; Mt 28).
In his resurrection Jesus is in a new and glorious form. He appears in different places immediately. He is difficult to
recognize (Lk 24:16; Jn 20:14). He eats and drinks to show that he is not a ghost (Lk 24:30, 39). He allows himself to be
touched (Jn 20: 27, 21:9). And yet he appears in the midst of disciples, “the doors being shut” (Jn 20:19, 26). And he
“vanishes out of their sight” (Lk 24:31). Christ indeed is risen, but his resurrected humanity is full of life and divinity.
It is humanity in the new form of the eternal life of the Kingdom of God.
So it is with the resurrection of the dead: What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in
dishonor, it is raked in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a
spiritual body. Thus, it is written, the first man Adam became a living being; the last Adam [i.e. Christ] became a
life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual which is first but the physical, then the spiritual.
The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so are those
who are of the dust; and as is the man from heaven, so are those who are of heaven. Just as we have home the image
of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven (1 Cor 15:42-50).
The resurrection of Christ is the first fruits of the resurrection of all humanity. It is the fulfillment of the Old
Testament, “according to the Scriptures” where it is written, “For Thou doest not give me up unto Sheol [that is, the
realm of death], or let Thy Godly one see corruption” (Ps 16:10; Acts 2:25-36). In Christ all expectations and hopes are
filled: O Death, where is your sting? O Sheol, where is your victory? (Hos 13:14).
He will swallow up death forever, and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces ... It will be said on that day:
“Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him; let us be glad and rejoice in His salvation” (Isa 25:8-9).
Come, let us return to the Lord: For He has torn, that He may heal us; He has stricken, and He will bind us up. After
two days He will revive us; on the third day He will raise us up, that we may live before Him (Hos 6:1-2).
Thus says the Lord God: Behold I will open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people ... And you
shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will put
my Spirit within you, and you shall live ... (Ez 37:12-14).

Christ is risen!
Indeed, He is risen!

Excerpt taken from “The Orthodox Faith
Volume I, Doctrine” by Fr. Thomas Hopko

Job the Long-suffering – May 6
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The righteous Job (whose name means “persecuted”),
God’s faithful servant, was the perfect image of every
virtue. The son of Zarah and Bossorha (Job 42), Job was a
fifth-generation descendent of Abraham. He was a truthful, righteous, patient and pious man who abstained from
every evil thing. Job was very rich and blessed by God in
all things, as was no other son of Ausis (his country,
which lay between Idoumea and Arabia). However,
divine condescension permitted him to be tested.

Job lost his children, his wealth, his glory, and every
consolation all at once. His entire body became a terrible
wound covered with boils. Yet he remained steadfast and
patient in the face of his misfortune for seven years,
always giving thanks to God. Later, God restored his former prosperity, and he had twice as much as
before. Job lived for 170 years after his misfortune, completing his earthly life in 1350 B.C. at the age of
240. Some authorities say that Job’s afflictions lasted only one year, and that afterwards he lived for 140
years, reaching the age of 210. Job’s explanations are among the most poetic writings in the Old
Testament book which bears his name. It is one of the most edifying portions of Holy Scripture. Job
teaches us that we must endure life’s adversities patiently and with trust in God. As Saint Anthony the
Great (January 17) says, without temptations, it is impossible for the faithful to be saved.
The Orthodox Church reads the book of Job, the first of the seven wisdom books of the Old Testament,
during Holy Week, drawing a parallel between Job and Christ as righteous men who suffered through
no fault of their own. God allowed Satan to afflict Job so that his faithfulness would be proven. Christ,
the only sinless one, suffered voluntarily for our sins. The Septuagint text of Job 42:17 says that Job “will
rise again with those whom the Lord raises up.” This passage is read on Great and Holy Friday, when
the composite Gospel at Vespers speaks of the tombs being opened at the moment the Savior died on
the Cross, and the bodies of the saints were raised, and they appeared to many after Christ’s
Resurrection (Mt. 27:52)
Troparion (Tone 1) of the Prophet Job:
As an indestructible pillar of courage, you repulsed the attacks of Belial and remained unmoved in temptation.
Therefore, O wise Job, the Church praises you as a model of endurance and an example of virtue; and she is made
radiant by your great deeds.

Graduation & Church School
Recognition Sunday—May 19, 2019
Please join us as we recognize our school graduates (high school,
college, & graduate programs) of our parish community, as well as
those children & youth who have participated in our Church
School program for 2018-2019.
Graduates (and families) and Church School Teachers are asked to
contact the Church Office (812-232-5244) to give us the necessary
information.
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Holy Emperors & Equal-to-the-Apostles,
Ss. Constantine & Helena – May 21

The Church calls Constantine (306-337) “the Equal of the
Apostles,” and historians call him “the Great.” He was the
son of the Caesar Constantius Chlorus (305-306), who
governed the lands of Gaul and Britain. His mother was
Helena, a Christian of humble birth. At this time the immense
Roman Empire was divided into Western and Eastern halves,
governed by two independent emperors and their co-rulers
called “Caesars.” Constantius Chlorus was Caesar in the
Western Roman Empire. Constantine was born in 274,
possibly at Nish in Serbia. In 294, Constantius divorced
Helena in order to further his political ambition by marrying
a woman of noble rank. After he became emperor,
Constantine showed his mother great honor and respect,
granting her the imperial title “Augusta.” Constantine, the
future ruler of all the whole Roman Empire, was raised to
respect Christianity. His father did not persecute Christians in the lands he governed. This was at a time
when Christians were persecuted throughout the Roman Empire by the emperors Diocletian (284-305).
After the death of Constantius Chlorus in 306, Constantine was acclaimed by the army at York as emperor
of Gaul and Britain. The first act of the new emperor was to grant the freedom to practice Christianity in
the lands subject to him. The pagan Maximian Galerius in the East and the fierce tyrant Maxentius in the
West hated Constantine and they plotted to overthrow and kill him, but Constantine bested them in a
series of battles, defeating his opponents with the help of God. He prayed to God to give him a sign which
would inspire his army to fight valiantly, and the Lord showed him a radiant Sign of the Cross in the
heavens with the inscription “In this Sign, conquer.”
After Constantine became the sole ruler of the Western Roman Empire, he issued the Edict of Milan in 313
which guaranteed religious tolerance for Christians. Helena, who was a Christian, may have influenced
him in this decision. In 323, when he became the sole ruler of the entire Roman Empire, he extended the
provisions of the Edict of Milan to the Eastern half of the Empire. After three hundred years of
persecution, Christians could finally practice their faith without fear. Renouncing paganism, the Emperor
did not let his capital remain in ancient Rome, the former center of the pagan realm. He transferred his
capital to the East, to the city of Byzantium, which was renamed Constantinople, the city of Constantine
(May 11). Constantine was deeply convinced that only Christianity could unify the immense Roman
Empire with its diverse peoples. He supported the Church in every way. He recalled Christian confessors
from banishment, he built churches, and he showed concern for the clergy.
The emperor deeply revered the victory-bearing Sign of the Cross of the Lord, and also wanted to find the
actual Cross upon which our Lord Jesus Christ was crucified. For this purpose he sent his own mother,
the holy Empress Helena, to Jerusalem, granting her both power and money. Patriarch Macarius of
Jerusalem and Helena began the search, and through the will of God, the Life-Creating Cross was
miraculously discovered in 326. While in Palestine, the holy empress did much of benefit for the Church.
She ordered that all places connected with the earthly life of the Lord and His All-Pure Mother, should be
freed of all traces of paganism, and she commanded that churches should be built at these places.

(continued on page 4)

(continued from page 3)
The emperor Constantine ordered a magnificent church in honor of Christ’s Resurrection to be built over
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His tomb. Helena gave the Life-Creating Cross to the Patriarch for safe-keeping, and took part of the Cross
with her for the emperor. After distributing generous alms at Jerusalem and feeding the needy (at times she
even served them herself), the holy Empress Helena returned to Constantinople, where she died in the year
327. Because of her great services to the Church and her efforts in finding the Life-Creating Cross, the empress Helen is called “the Equal of the Apostles.”
The peaceful state of the Christian Church was disturbed by quarrels, dissensions and heresies which had
appeared within the Church. Particularly ruinous for the Church was the rise of the Arian heresy in the
East, which denied the Divine Nature of the Son of God, and taught that Jesus Christ was a mere creature.
By order of the emperor, the First Ecumenical Council was convened in the city of Nicaea in 325. 318 bishops attended this Council; among its participants were confessor-bishops from the period of the persecutions and many other luminaries of the Church, among whom was Saint Nicholas of Myra in Lycia. (The
account about the Council is found under May 29). The emperor was present at the sessions of the Council.
The heresy of Arius was condemned and a Symbol of Faith (Creed) composed, in which was included the
term “consubstantial with the Father,” at the insistence of the Emperor, confirming the truth of the divinity
of Jesus Christ, Who assumed human nature for the redemption of all the human race.
After the Council of Nicaea, Constantine continued with his active role in the welfare of the Church. He accepted holy Baptism on his deathbed, having prepared for it all his whole life. Constantine died on the day
of Pentecost in the year 337 and was buried in the church of the Holy Apostles, in a crypt he had prepared
for himself.
Troparion (Tone 8) of Ss. Constantine & Helena:

Having seen the figure of the Cross in the heavens, and like Paul not having received his call from men, O Lord, Your
apostle among rulers, the Emperor Constantine, has been set by Your hand as ruler over the Imperial City that he preserved in peace for many years, through the prayers of the Theotokos, O only lover of mankind.

“Days of Rejoicing”—May 6 & 7, 2019
Radonitsa (“Day of Rejoicing”) is a commemoration in the Orthodox Church which falls on the Monday or
(more commonly) Tuesday of Saint Thomas Week—eight or nine days, respectively, after Pascha (Easter).
These days are a general memorial for the departed. It may seem strange call a memorial for the departed
“joyful,” but the Christian belief that lies behind this joy is the remembrance of Christ’s Resurrection and
the hope it brings to all. One of the customs is to visit the graves of departed loved ones at the cemetery for
a memorial service to share in the “joy” of the Resurrection season!
Fr. Paul will be available on these two days (May 6 & 7) to visit departed loved ones at their gravesides
with family and friends—please contact him (502-592-9981) to schedule a visit!

**Stewardship 2019 UPDATE**
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2019 Goal
— $150,000 in pledge contributions & 80 forms returned!

As of April 24, 2019, the following 51 parishioners & families have pledged a total amount of $108,765
towards our goal. Many thanks to these parishioners who have filled out their 2019 Membership and
Pledge Commitment Form. We ask ALL parishioners to fill out their form and return to our Church Office.
Adam & Stephanie Azar

John & Jaimie Ellis

Russell & Jean Leo

Dean & Maria Straub

George & Cathy Azar

Katherine Ellis

Bonnie Lisher

Danny & Claudia Tanoos

Ray & Renee Azar

Mary Helen Ellis

Matthew & Alisha Lueke

Jim & Tricia Tanoos

Melinda Bement

Michael & Nancy Ellis

C. J. Maloof

Mary Ann Tanoos

Brent & Stacey Bocard

Fr. Paul & Ramia Fuller

Patti Maloof

Tony Tanoos

Michael Buzash

Dustin & Alexis Green

Steve & Jamie Maynard

Michael & Mary Jo Tom

Marci Childs

Dan & Susan Hester

Tony K. Nasser

Michael A. Tom

Eric & Cassandra Cook

Mary Inman

Adrian Polit

Jeremiah & Jennifer Turner

Alecia Corey

Alan & Julie Kassis

Mary Lou Saikley

Gary & Adelle Watts

Pdn. Elias & Denise Corey

Bill & Sandy Kassis

Beverly Shahadey

Preston & Gina White

Noble & Roseann Corey

Rosemary T. Kassis

Esther Simbol

Andy Whitt

Tim & Kim Curley

Zack & Denise Kassis

Mary Ann Simbol

Brad & LouAnn Wisbey

Chris & Jacqui Ellis

Dan Latinovich

Nellie Simbol

John & Rima Yacoub

Parish Life Conference
June 19-23, 2019
Hosted by—St. Nicholas Church
Champaign, IL
www.antiochianevents.com/toledo

Archdiocese Convention
July 21-28, 2019
Hosted by—St. Nicholas Church
Grand Rapids, MI
www.ac2019gr.org
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Please include the following people in your daily prayers.
Prayer requests may be made to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com).

LIVING
Metropolitan Paul & Archbishop John (Aleppo, Syria);
Bishop Alexander (Canada); Miriam Yazge;
Mary Lou Saikley; Christina Phipps;
Mary Inman; Marci Childs (catechumen*);
Lueke Family (catechumens*);
Maria Straub & child she bears;
Alice Capshaw (mother-in-law of Kyrena Azar-Capshaw);
Cameron Nasser (grandson of Noble & Roseanne Corey);
Joanna Dailey (catechumen*); George Ellis;
Calvin & newborn James (friend & great-grandson
of Russell Leo); Reem Clarke (cousin of Kh. Ramia)
Krouskup Family; Dennis Zeck (father of Darrel Zeck);
Nicholas (grandson of Dan & Susan Hester)
*term denotes a person preparing for reception into the Orthodox
Church

DEPARTED
+Archpriest Stephen Rhudy (former pastor);
+Justin Krouskup (great-nephew of Mary Ann
Denning)
+Mary Meena (great-aunt of Fr. Paul)
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Return Service Requested

Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour—2019
May 05
May 12
May 19

Ladies’ Society—Mother’s Day Luncheon
Rosemary T. Kassis
AVAILABLE—Graduation Recognition Day

“The Messenger” is the monthly
publication of our Community at
St. George Orthodox Church
1900 South 4th Street
Terre Haute, IN 47802

May 26

Mike & Nancy Ellis

June 2

Jim & Tricia Tanoos

Fr. Paul Fuller † Pdn. Elias Corey

June 9

Fuller Family—Baptism of Rebekah

812-232-5244 office stgeorgeocth@gmail.com

June 16

John & Cynthia Newar—

Pentecost & Father’s Day
June 23

Maloof Family

June 30

AVAILABLE

Dates AVAILABLE for 2019—we

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com
Please check our website for updates on
all services, gatherings, and events.

Liturgical Schedule

ask each Sunday
9:00 AM Matins
family to sponsor at least one Sunday per year for the
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour; please contact the
Wednesday
6:00 PM Daily Vespers
Church Office for available dates. We encourage those
Saturday
6:00 PM Great Vespers
hosting to provide a light meal so we are afforded the
opportunity for fellowship!
A parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of North America

