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Community—the Essential Element of Christianity
Christianity is a communal faith, one that requires it’s followers to be actively involved with others. The
Church’s worship is communal, and salvation itself is a corporate act, one that necessitates interaction with
others. One is not “saved” in a vacuum, but as part of the corporal life of the Church. Your salvation must
be as much a concern to me, as is my own salvation. My relationship with Christ is not about me, but about
us. Our sins are not just against God, but against the Body of Christ, [that is] the Church. Our love of God
can not be salvific if we do not love others, for just as the Lord said, “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and
hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God
whom he has not seen?” (1 John 4:20).
Given the communal nature of the Church, it is particularly alarming to see increasing numbers of people
isolating themselves from others. Many have turned to the Internet as the primary source of interaction
with others, finding “friendships” with people who will never be met in person. Social interaction in the
central square, as seen in traditional villages where the cafe life and church are the primary source of
fraternal interaction, is the antidote to a future of increased estrangement from each other.
Isolated from others, the communal nature that is an important element in what it means to be human, is
lost. It is thus imperative that we guard against the temptation of spending too much time in front of the
computer, and too little time with others. The sight of young people sitting in coffee houses, together, yet
apart, is troubling. Mobile phones, text messaging, iPods, communication through email, and countless
hours on Facebook, leads to the furtherance of an isolation that is murdering the soul. As humans, we are
meant to be together, for it is in our lives together that we grow in mind and spirit. It is in community that
we learn to love God.
Reflection written as a Facebook post by Abbot Tryphon of the All-Merciful Saviour Orthodox Monastery (ROCOR)
near Seattle, Washington; posted on June 21, 2019. “Morning Offering” podcast available on Ancient Faith Radio.

St. Macrina of Cappadocia—July 19
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Saint Macrina was the sister of the holy hierarchs Basil the
Great and Gregory of Nyssa, and was born in Cappadocia at
the beginning of the fourth century. Her mother, Emilia, saw
an angel in a dream, naming her unborn child Thekla, in
honor of the holy Protomartyr Thekla. Saint Emilia (January
1) fulfilled the will of God and named her daughter Thekla.
Another daughter was named Macrina, in honor of a grandmother, who suffered during the time of persecution under
the emperor Maximian Galerius.

Besides Macrina, there were nine other children. Saint Emila
herself guided the upbringing and education of her elder
daughter. She taught her reading and writing in the Scriptural
books and Psalms of David, selecting examples from the
sacred books which spoke of a pious and God-pleasing life.
Saint Emilia taught her daughter to pray and to attend church
services. Macrina was also taught the proper knowledge of
domestic governance and various handicrafts. She was never left idle and did not participate in childish
games or amusements.
When Macrina grew up, her parents betrothed her to a certain pious youth, but the bridegroom soon
died. Many young men sought marriage with her, but Macrina refused them all, having chosen the life
of a virgin and not wanting to be unfaithful to the memory of her dead fiancé. Saint Macrina lived in
the home of her parents, helping them fulfill the household tasks as an overseer together with the
servants, and she helped with the upbringing of her younger brothers and sisters. After the death of her
father she became the chief support for the family.
When all the children grew up and left the parental home, Saint Macrina convinced her mother, Saint
Emilia, to leave the world, to set their slaves free, and to settle in a women’s monastery. Several of their
servants followed their example. Having taken monastic vows, they lived together as one family, they
prayed together, they worked together, they possessed everything in common, and in this manner of
life nothing distinguished one from another.
After the death of her mother, Saint Macrina guided the sisters of the monastery. She enjoyed the deep
respect of all who knew her. Strictness towards herself and temperance in everything were
characteristic of the saint all her life. She slept on boards and had no possessions. Saint Macrina was
granted the gift of wonderworking. There was an instance (told by the sisters of the monastery to Saint
Gregory of Nyssa after the death of Saint Macrina), when she healed a girl of an eye-affliction. Through
the prayers of the saint, there was no shortage of wheat at her monastery in times of famine. Saint
Macrina died in the year 380, after a final prayer of thanks to the Lord for having received His blessings
over all the course of her life. She was buried in the same grave with her parents.
Troparion (Tone 8) of St. Macrina:
The image of God was truly preserved in you, O Mother, for you took up the Cross and followed Christ. By so
doing, you taught us to disregard the flesh, for it passes away, but to care instead for the soul, since it is immortal.
Therefore, your spirit, O Holy Mother Macrina, rejoices with the Angels!

Holy Martyr Callinicus—July 29
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The Holy Martyr Callinicus, a native of Cilicia, was raised from
childhood in the Christian Faith. Grieving that many misguided
people would perish for eternity because they worshiped idols,
he went through the cities and villages to proclaim Jesus Christ
and His teachings to the pagans, and with the Word of God he
converted many to Christianity.
In the Galatian city of Ancyra the holy confessor was arrested
and brought to trial before a governor named Sacerdonus, a
fierce persecutor of Christians. The governor, threatening
tortures and death, ordered the saint to offer sacrifice to the
idols. The saint fearlessly declared that he was not afraid of
martyrdom, since every believer in Christ receives from Him
strength in ordeals, and through death inherits an eternal
blessed life.

They cruelly beat the saint with ox thongs and tore at his body with iron hooks, but he endured
everything with patience and calm. This aroused still greater fury in Sacerdonus, and he ordered that
sandals with sharp nails be placed on the saint’s feet, and that they should drive the martyr with whips to
the city of Gangra to be burned.
The pathway was arduous, and the soldiers who accompanied the condemned man were weak from
thirst. In despair they began to implore the saint to pray the Lord for water. The saint, taking pity on his
tormentors, with the help of God caused a miraculous spring of water to gush forth from a stone. The
astonished soldiers were filled with sympathy for their rescuer, and they wanted even to set him free.
Fear of execution, however, compelled them to bring the martyr farther. In Gangra, Saint Callinicus
joyfully offered thanks to the Lord, Who had vouchsafed him the crown of martyrdom. He went into the
blazing fire and gave up his soul to God. His body, remaining unharmed, was reverently buried.
Troparion (Tone 4) of the Martyr Callinicus:
Your holy martyr Callinicus, O Lord, through his suffering has received an incorruptible crown from You, our God.
For having Your strength, he laid low his adversaries, and shattered the powerless boldness of demons. Through his
intercessions save our souls!

Visit of His Grace, Bishop ANTHONY—August 30-September 1
Please SAVE THE DATE for weekend festivities when our local hierarch,
His Grace, Bishop ANTHONY of Toledo & the Midwest visits our parish
community during Labor Day weekend! Detailed weekend schedule coming
soon!

Summer Youth Get-Togethers—Tuesdays in July (10:00a—Noon)
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Youth (age
10 & under), parents, and caregivers are invited to join us on
Tuesdays in July from 10:00a till Noon in our Sunday School wing for our
Summer Youth Get-Togethers! Activities include story time, crafts, snacks,
lessons, and prayer services. Please contact Fr. Paul to participate.

Feast of Prophet Elijah (Elias) & Blessing of Cars—Friday, July 19
In honor of the Feast of the Prophet Elijah (July 20), we will offer prayer and
bless our cars (and other modes of transportation—bicycles, motorcycles, trucks,
and even big wheels!) on Friday, July 19 following the Akathist Service to
Prophet Elijah at 6:00p. Feel free to invite your friends and neighbors to join us
for this blessing! We encourage families to bring their bicycles, as well!
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We’ve received a request from 14th & Chestnut Community Center for
back-to-school items by the end of July. Items needed: 3-ring binders, folders
w/pockets, ball-point pens, markers, pencils, notebooks, glue, facial tissues,
calculators, highlighters, backpacks, and shoes for children (ages 5-18). If you
would like to donate items, please do so in the Social Center or Church Office,
or contact Linda Tanoos (812-249-3242) for more information.

**Stewardship 2019 UPDATE**
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2019 Goal
— $150,000 in pledge contributions & 80 forms returned!

As of June 30, 2019, the following 53 parishioners & families have pledged a total amount of $108,765
towards our goal. Many thanks to these parishioners who have filled out their 2019 Membership and
Pledge Commitment Form. We ask ALL parishioners to fill out a form and return to our Church Office.
Again, this list does not contain the names of all who contribute to our parish community, but only those
who have filled out their annual form—which we ask all to do to help us be better stewards of the
contributions given to our parish community!
Adam & Stephanie Azar

Matthew & Alisha Lueke

George & Cathy Azar

CJ Maloof

Ray & Renee Azar

Patti Maloof

Melinda Bement

Steve & Jamie Maynard

Brent & Stacey Bocard

Tony K. Nasser

Michael Buzash

Adrian Polit

Marci Childs

Mary Lou Saikley

Eric & Cassandra Cook

Beverly Shahadey

Alecia Corey

Linda Shahadey

Pdn. Elias & Denise Corey

Esther Simbol

Noble & Roseann Corey

Mary Ann Simbol

Tim & Kim Curley

Nellie Simbol

Chris & Jacqui Ellis

Dean & Maria Straub

John & Jaimie Ellis

Danny & Claudia Tanoos

Katherine Ellis

Jim & Tricia Tanoos

Mary Helen Ellis

Mary Ann Tanoos

Michael & Nancy Ellis

Tony Tanoos

Fr. Paul & Ramia Fuller

Michael & Mary Jo Tom

Dustin & Alexis Green

Michael A. Tom

Dan & Susan Hester

Jeremiah & Jennifer Turner

Mary Inman

Gary & Adelle Watts

Alan & Julie Kassis

Preston & Gina White

Bill & Sandy Kassis

Andy Whitt

Rosemary T. Kassis

Brad & LouAnn Wisbey

Zack & Denise Kassis

John & Rima Yacoub

Dan Latinovich
Russell & Jean Leo
Bonnie Lisher
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Please include the following people in your daily prayers.
Prayer requests may be made to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com).

LIVING

DEPARTED

Those suffering from the recent tragedy in Virginia Beach; +Those newly-departed from the recent
Metropolitan Paul & Archbishop John (Aleppo, Syria);
tragedy in Virginia Beach;
Bishop Alexander (Canada); Miriam Yazge;
+Archpriest Stephen Rhudy (former pastor)
Mary Lou Saikley; Christina Phipps; Mary Inman;
Marci Childs (catechumen*); Maria Straub & child she
bears; Joanna Dailey (newly-illumined^); George Ellis;
Jana Nasser; Dennis (father of Darrel Zeck);
Kristi Combs & Araya Hill (friends of Maria David);
Harold & Michelle Netzler; Helen Corey; Christ Milienu;
Wanda Nasser; Rebekah Elizabeth Fuller (newlyillumined^); Monte & Eric (newly-illumined^ - Wabash
Valley Correctional Facility); John Ellis
*person preparing for reception into the Orthodox Church
^person newly-received into the Orthodox Church
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Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour—2019
July 7

Marci Childs

July 14

Miller Family

July 21

Michael Buzash

July 28

“The Messenger” is the monthly
publication of our Community at
St. George Orthodox Church
1900 South 4th Street
Terre Haute, IN 47802

Michael & Mary Jo Tom

Fr. Paul Fuller † Pdn. Elias Corey
Aug 4*

Simbol Family

Aug 11*

Ray & Renee Azar

Aug 18

Malooley Family

Aug 25

Adrian Polit

812-232-5244 office stgeorgeocth@gmail.com

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com
Please check our website for updates on
all services, gatherings, and events.

*denotes Fasting Season

Dates STILL AVAILABLE for 2019—

Liturgical Schedule
Sunday

9:00 AM Matins
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy

we ask each family to sponsor at least one Sunday per
6:00 PM Daily Vespers
year for the Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour; please Wednesday
6:00 PM Great Vespers
contact the Church Office for available dates. We Saturday
encourage those hosting to provide a light meal so we
A parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian
are afforded the opportunity for fellowship!
Archdiocese of North America

