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The Day the Lord has Made: A Reflection for 2019
The coming of the New Year is often a time of reﬂection, and, this year, folks seem more reﬂective
than ever. This year, I think that reﬂective may even mean anxious. Perhaps this anxiety is related to
economic uncertainty, to our being bombarded with so much information from everywhere, to
hostilities and frustrations around the world, to America's realization that the world is not receptive
to all of our ideals and standards, to our inability to assuage all of the suffering we see around us
and around the globe, and to bad news reported from everywhere.
Then again, perhaps our anxiety is more about our search for meaning in a world that doesn't
seek God any longer. Not only does our society not seek God, but Christians are ridiculed as silly,
old fashioned, non-thinkers! It seems that almost overnight, our ideals as a culture have changed
and, outside of shopping and Santas, there isn't much space for Christian faith and truth. Eastern
mysticisms are the place of choice for “feel-goods,” and truth is an old-fashioned concept that has all
but been abandoned by modern humanity.
In the Orthodox Church, Truth is not a what, but a Who. The Word of God took on ﬂesh so
that we could come to share His life. The message of Christ cannot be reduced to doing nice things
and getting along with each other. Christ hung on the cross so that He could share in our lives and
in our deaths, and in so sharing, join us to Himself. The Christian message of who we are and Who
Truth is cannot be reduced to our feelings. The Word of God took on ﬂesh for us to share His Life
with us, and for us really to be His people. Meaning in life comes not from a feeling; rather, it
comes from our relationship with God, and the relationship that gives us access to God is in the
person of Jesus Christ, the God-man. We know God and God knows us, by our being in relationship
with Him. Like all other relationships, a relationship with God requires time and effort.
To be honest, I am not very anxious about the New Year. I know what God has accomplished for
us and I have conﬁdence in His mercy and love. He will do what is best for me, in spite of me. Here I
am not talking about salvation—I will leave that up to God. I am not assured that I won’t suffer—
that is dependent on those around me, my own poor decisions, and the unfolding of my genes. I am
not anxious, because I have come to understand that God is good and that sufferings and pains do
come to an end sometime. But the things that count, that give meaning to life and are eternal, are all
accomplished by Christ, and He brings them to us. I write this to comfort those who are
reﬂective and anxious at this time of year. This year like every year, and this day like every day, is
the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Reflection written by Bishop JOHN (Abdalah) of Worcester & New England; posted on the Antiochian
Archdiocese website.

Holy Apostle Timothy of the Seventy—January 22
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The Holy Apostle Timothy was from the Lycaonian city of
Lystra in Asia Minor. Saint Timothy was converted to Christ
in the year 52 by the holy Apostle Paul (June 29). When the
Apostles Paul and Barnabas first visited the cities of
Lycaonia, Saint Paul healed one crippled from birth. Many
of the inhabitants of Lystra then believed in Christ, and
among them was the future Saint Timothy, his mother
Eunice and grandmother Loida (Lois) (Acts 14:6-12; 2 Tim.
1:5).
The seed of faith, planted in Saint Timothy’s soul by the
Apostle Paul, brought forth abundant fruit. He became Saint
Paul’s disciple, and later his constant companion and
co-worker in the preaching of the Gospel. Greatly adored by
the Apostle Paul, in his Epistles he called him his beloved
son, remembering his devotion and fidelity with gratitude.

He wrote to Timothy: “You have followed my teaching,
way of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, and
patience” (2 Tim. 3:10-11). The Apostle Paul appointed Saint
Timothy as Bishop of Ephesus, where the saint remained for
fifteen years. Finally, when Saint Paul was in prison and awaiting martyrdom, he summoned his
faithful friend, Saint Timothy, for a last farewell (2 Tim. 4:9).
Saint Timothy ended his life as a martyr. The pagans of Ephesus celebrated a festival in honor of their
idols, and used to carry them through the city, accompanied by impious ceremonies and songs. Saint
Timothy, zealous for the glory of God, attempted to halt the procession and reason with the spiritually
blind idol-worshipping people, by preaching the true faith in Christ. The pagans angrily fell upon the
holy apostle, they beat him, dragged him along the ground, and finally, they stoned him.
Saint Timothy’s martyrdom occurred in the year 93.
In the fourth century the holy relics of Saint Timothy were transferred to Constantinople and placed in
the church of the Holy Apostles near the tombs of Saint Andrew (November 30) and Saint Luke
(October 18). The Church honors Saint Timothy as one of the Apostles of the Seventy. In Russian
practice, the back of a priest’s cross is often inscribed with Saint Paul’s words to Saint Timothy: “Be an
example to the believers in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity” (1 Tim. 4:12).
Troparion (Tone 4) of the Apostle Timothy:
Having learned goodness and maintaining continence in all things, you were arrayed with a good conscience as befits a priest. From the chosen Vessel you drew ineffable mysteries; you kept the faith, and
finished a course equal to His. Bishop-martyr Timothy, entreat Christ God that our souls may be saved.

St. Xenia of Rome—January 24
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Saint Xenia of Rome, in the world Eusebia, was the only
daughter of an eminent Roman senator. From her youth she
loved God, and wished to avoid the marriage arranged for
her. She secretly left her parental home with two servants
devoted to her, and set sail upon a ship. Through the
Providence of God she met the head of the monastery of the
holy Apostle Andrew in Milassa, a town of Caria (Asia
Minor). She besought him to take her and her companions to
Milassa. She also changed her name, calling herself Xenia
[which means “stranger” or foreigner” in Greek].
At Milassa she bought land, built a church dedicated to Saint
Stephen, and founded a woman’s monastery. Soon after this,
Bishop Paul of Milassa made Xenia a deaconess, because of
her virtuous life. The saint helped everyone: for the destitute,
she was a benefactress; for the grief-stricken, a comforter; for
sinners, a guide to repentance. She possessed a deep humility, accounting herself the worst and most sinful of all.

In her ascetic deeds she was guided by the counsels of the Palestinian ascetic, Saint Euthymius. The
sublime life of Saint Xenia drew many souls to Christ. The holy virgin died in 450 while she was praying.
During her funeral, a luminous wreath of stars surrounding a radiant cross appeared over the monastery
in the heavens. This sign accompanied the body of the saint when it was carried into the city, and
remained until the saint’s burial. Many of the sick received healing after touching the relics of the saint.
Troparion (Tone 3) of St. Xenia:
Living the life of a stranger in the world, you estranged yourself from every sin; you abandoned comforts
and fleeting honors and betrothed yourself to your Immortal Bridegroom. Glorious Xenia, entreat Christ
our God to grant us His great mercy.

Stewardship & General Parish Assembly—Sunday, January 27
Membership & Pledge Forms have been mailed to your homes—we ask ALL to prayerfully consider
your contribution to our parish community and return the form ASAP. This is a yearly request and we
greatly appreciate your participation as good stewards of Christ’s Holy Vineyard in Terre Haute, IN. Join
us on Sunday, January 27 after Divine Liturgy for our General Parish Assembly—we will discuss our
various programs, projects, and ministries—be present and be engaged with our parish community!

2019 Goal—$150,000 in pledge contributions & 90 forms returned!
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Please include the following people in your daily prayers.
Prayer requests may be made to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com).

LIVING

DEPARTED

Metropolitan Paul & Archbishop John (Aleppo, Syria);
Bishop Alexander (Canada);
Miriam Yazge; Mary Lou Saikley;
Christina Phipps; Joanna Dailey;
Kristy Cassell; Julie Lake;
Jana Nasser; Mary Inman;
Mary Fouts & Paula McHenry (mother and friend of
Maria Straub);

Libbie Art (friend of Jacqui Ellis);

Henry Johnson (catechumen*);
(catechumen*);

Marci Childs

Rick Burke (friend of John Ellis)

*term denotes a person preparing for reception into
the Orthodox Church

+Archpriest Stephen Rhudy (former pastor);
+Carol Latinovich; +Randy
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Return Service Requested

Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour—2019
Jan 6

Mary Ann Tanoos

Jan 13

George Ellis

Jan 20

Daniel Latinovich

Jan 27
Feb 3

Christina Phipps—General Parish Assembly
Teen SOYO—SOUPer Bowl Luncheon

“The Messenger” is the monthly
publication of our Community at
St. George Orthodox Church
1900 South 4th Street
Terre Haute, IN 47802
Fr. Paul Fuller † Pdn. Elias Corey
812-232-5244 office stgeorgeocth@gmail.com

Feb 10

Cook Family

Feb 17

Kal & Christy Ellis

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com

Feb 24

AVAILABLE

Please check our website for updates on
all services, gatherings, and events.

Liturgical Schedule
ask each
9:00 AM Matins
family to sponsor at least one Sunday per year for the Sunday
10:00
AM Divine Liturgy
Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour; please contact the
Church Office for available dates. We encourage those Wednesday
6:00 PM Daily Vespers
hosting to provide a light meal so we are afforded more Saturday
6:00 PM Great Vespers
opportunity for fellowship!

Dates AVAILABLE for 2019—we
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