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Teaching Children to Love God— 
Children learn Love of God by the Example of their Parents 

       Every Orthodox parent wants their children to grow up attending Sunday Liturgies and staying   
active in the life of the Church throughout their lives. Yet many parents don’t demonstrate the             
importance of having a personal relationship with God in front of their children. If you do not make 
God important, neither will your child. 

       Children observe their parents. They see hypocrisy and know when you are not following through 
with the teachings of the Church during the week. They hear when you take the Lord’s name in vain. 
They notice when you reserve prayer to weekend service. They notice you only speaking of God on a 
Sunday morning. 

        Making the sign of the cross, lighting candles, and burning incense only on Sundays teaches your      
children to compartmentalize their own faith, and leaves them defenseless in a world filled with     
temptations and distractions from things that are of a spiritual nature. If you do not demonstrate the  
importance of prayer before your children, you will leave them defenseless in a world that hates Christ. 
Your children need to pray with you, read the Scriptures with you, be taught the faith by you. If you do 
not make your home a domestic church, your children will be lost to Christ, and Orthodoxy will not be 
lived out beyond your own grave. If they do not see you living a committed life in Christ, they will turn 
from the faith, and Orthodoxy will not survive into the next generation. 

 

Reflection written as a Facebook post of Abbot Tryphon of the All-Merciful Saviour Orthodox Monastery 
(ROCOR) near Seattle, Washington; posted on January 24, 2019. 
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Hieromartyr Blaise, Bishop of Sebaste             
—February 11 

    Hieromartyr Blaise (Vlasios), Bishop of Sebaste, was 
known for his righteous and devout life. Unanimously 
chosen by the people, he was consecrated Bishop of   
Sebaste. This occurred during the reign of the Roman 
emperors Diocletian (284-305) and Licinius (307-324), 
fierce persecutors of Christians. Blaise encouraged his 
flock, visited the imprisoned, and gave support to the 
martyrs. Many hid themselves from the persecutors by 
going off to desolate and solitary places. St. Blaise also 
hid himself away on Mount Argeos, where he lived in a 
cave. Wild beasts came up to him and meekly waited 
until the saint finished his prayer and blessed them. The 
saint also healed sick animals by laying his hands upon 
them. 

    The refuge of the saint was discovered by servants of 
the governor Agrilaus, who had come to capture wild 
beasts to loosen on the Christian martyrs. The servants 
reported to their master that Christians were hiding on 

the mountain, and he gave orders to arrest them. But those sent out found there only the Bishop of    
Sebaste. Glorifying God Who had summoned him to this exploit, Blaise followed the soldiers. Along the 
way the saint healed the sick and worked other miracles. Thus, a destitute widow complained to him of 
her misfortune. A wolf had carried off a small pig, her only possession. The bishop smiled and said to 
her, “Do not weep, your pig will be returned to you...” To the astonishment of everyone, the wolf came 
running back and returned his prey unharmed. 

    Agrilaus, greeting the bishop with words of deceit, called him a companion of the gods. The saint      
answered the greeting, but he called the gods devils. Then they beat him and led him off to prison.      
St. Blaise was again brought before Agrilaus, and again he unflinchingly confessed his faith in Christ. 
The governor ordered that the martyr be thrown into a lake. The saint, going down to the water, signed 
himself with the Sign of the Cross, and he walked on the water as though on dry land. Addressing the 
pagans standing about on the shore, he challenged them to come to him while calling on the help of 
their gods. Sixty-eight men of the governor’s retinue entered the water, and immediately drowned. The 
saint, however, heeding the angel who had appeared to him, returned to shore. 

    Agrilaus was in a rage over losing his finest servants, and he gave orders to behead St. Blaise, and the 
two boys entrusted to him, the sons of the martyr. Before his death, the martyr prayed for the whole 
world, and especially for those honoring his memory. This occurred in about the year 316. The relics of 
the Hieromartyr Blaise were brought to the West during the time of the Crusades, and portions of the 
relics are preserved in many of the lands of Europe [and his memory traditionally honored there on 
February 3]. We pray to St. Blaise for the health of domestic animals, for protection from wild beasts, as 
well as for the healing of throat ailments. 

Troparion (Tone 4) of Hieromartyr Blaise: By sharing in the ways of the Apostles, you became a      
successor to their throne. Through the practice of virtue, you found the way to divine contemplation,   
O inspired one of God; by teaching the word of truth without error, you defended the Faith, even to the 
shedding of your blood. Hieromartyr Blaise, entreat Christ God to save our souls. 
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1st & 2nd Finding of the Venerable Head  

of John the Baptist—February 24 
 

    After the Beheading of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner, 

and Baptist John (August 29), his body was buried by 

disciples in the Samarian city of Sebaste, and his       

venerable head was hidden by Herodias in an unclean 

place. St. Joanna (June 27), the wife of King Herod’s 

steward Chuza (Luke 8:3), secretly took the holy head 

and placed it into a vessel and buried it on the Mount of 

Olives in one of Herod’s properties.  

     After many years, this property passed into the    

possession of a government official who became a monk 

with the name of Innocent. He built a church and a cell 

there. When they started to dig the foundation, the    

vessel with the venerable head of John the Baptist was 

uncovered. Innocent recognized its great holiness from 

the signs of grace emanating from it. Thus, occurred the 

First Finding of the Head. Innocent preserved it with 

great piety, but fearful that the holy relic might be 

abused by unbelievers, before his own death he again 

hid it in that same place, where it was found. Upon his 

death the church fell into ruin and was destroyed. During the days of Emperor, St. Constantine the Great 

(May 21), when Christianity began to flourish, the holy Forerunner appeared twice to two monks journey-

ing to Jerusalem on pilgrimage to the holy places, and he revealed the location of his venerable head.  

        The monks uncovered the holy relic and, placing it into a sack of camel-hair, they proceeded home-

wards. Along the way they encountered an unnamed potter and gave him the precious burden to carry. 

Not knowing what he was carrying, the potter continued on his way. But the holy Forerunner appeared to 

him and ordered him to flee from the careless and lazy monks, with what he held in his hands. The potter 

concealed himself from the monks and at home he preserved the venerable head with reverence. Before 

his death he placed it in a water jug and gave it to his sister. From that time the venerable head was      

successively preserved by devout Christians, until the priest Eustathius (infected with the Arian heresy) 

came into possession of it. He beguiled a multitude of the infirm who had been healed by the holy head, 

ascribing their cures to the fact that it was in the possession of an Arian. When his blasphemy was         

uncovered, he was compelled to flee. After he buried the holy relic in a cave, near Emesa, the heretic     

intended to return later and use it for disseminating falsehood. God, however, did not permit this. Pious 

monks settled in the cave, and then a monastery arose at this place. In the year 452 John the Baptist        

appeared to Archmandrite Marcellus of this monastery, and indicated where his head was hidden. This 

became celebrated as the Second Finding. The holy relic was transferred to Emesa, and later to             

Constantinople. 
 

Troparion (Tone 4) of the Finding of the Venerable Head of John the Baptist:  
 

The head of the Forerunner rose from the earth as a star, brilliant with rays of healing and immortality. It 

gathers the choirs of angels in heaven, and assembles the human race on earth to sing with one voice the 

glory of Christ our God. 
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**Stewardship 2019 UPDATE** 

2019 Goal — $150,000 in pledge contributions & 80 forms returned! 

As of January 28, 2019, the following 32 parishioners & families have pledged a total amount of $82,445    

towards our goal. Many thanks to these parishioners who have filled out their 2019 Membership and 

Pledge Commitment Form. All members are asked to fill out this form each year, as they allow us to update 

contact information, as well as budget and plan for future needs, charities, and projects of our parish     

community. Please fill out YOUR Membership and Pledge Commitment Form; return to our Church Office. 

  Adam & Stephanie Azar      Rosemary T. Kassis                 Esther Simbol 
  George & Cathy Azar           Zack & Denise Kassis             Mary Ann Simbol 
  Ray & Renee Azar                 Dan Latinovich                        Nellie Simbol 
  Michael Buzash                     Russell Leo                               Anthony Tanoos 
  Marci Childs                          Bonnie Lisher                           Danny & Claudia Tanoos 
  John & Jaimie Ellis                Matthew & Alisha Lueke       Jim & Tricia Tanoos 
  Mary Helen Ellis                   CJ Maloof                                  Michael & Mary Jo Tom 
  Michael & Nancy Ellis         Patti Maloof                               Preston & Gina White 
  Fr. Paul & Ramia Fuller       Adrian Polit                              Andy Whitt 
  Mary Inman                           Beverly Shahadey                    John & Rima Yacoub 
  Bill & Sandy Kassis               Dean & Maria Straub 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Parish Life Conference                                Archdiocese Convention 

       June 19-23, 2019                    July 21-28, 2019 

    Hosted by—St. Nicholas Church               Hosted by—St. Nicholas Church 

        Champaign, IL                 Grand Rapids, MI 

                             www.ac2019gr.org 
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Please include the following people in your daily prayers.  
Prayer requests may be made to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com). 

 

                  DEPARTED 

+Bishop Athanasius of Kisumu, Kenya; 

+Archpriest Stephen Rhudy (former pastor); 

+Randy; +Rose Simon (Louisville) 

 
 

                        LIVING 
Metropolitan Paul & Archbishop John (Aleppo, Syria); 

Bishop Alexander (Canada);  

Miriam Yazge;   Mary Lou Saikley;  

Christina Phipps;   Joanna Dailey;  

Kristy Cassell;   Julie Lake;    

Jana Nasser;   Mary Inman; 

Mary Fouts & Paula McHenry (mother & friend  

of Maria Straub); Libbie Art (friend of Jacqui Ellis); 

Henry Johnson (catechumen*);  Marci Childs 

(catechumen*);  Rick Burke (friend of John Ellis); 

Florence Bisig & Donna Lucey (Louisville) 

 

 

*term denotes a person preparing for reception into           

the Orthodox Church 
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“The Messenger” is the monthly  

publication of our Community at  
 

St. George Orthodox Church 
1900 South 4th Street 

Terre Haute, IN  47802 

 

Fr. Paul Fuller   †   Pdn. Elias Corey 

812-232-5244 office   stgeorgeocth@gmail.com 
 

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com 
Please check our website for updates on 

all services, gatherings, and events. 
 

Liturgical Schedule 

Sunday           9:00 AM   Matins    
        10:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 
 
Wednesday           6:00 PM   Daily Vespers 
Saturday                6:00 PM   Great Vespers 

 

A parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian  

Archdiocese of North America 

      Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour—2019 

 

   Feb 3         Teen SOYO—SOUPer Bowl Luncheon     

   Feb 10                  Cook Family  

   Feb 17              Kal & Christy Ellis  

   Feb 24                          Helen Corey 

 

   Mar 3                          Straub Family 

   Mar 10                       Bocard Family 

   Mar 17                        Lueke Family 

   Mar 24                    Mike & Nancy Ellis 

   Mar 31                         Zack Kassis 

      
 

Dates AVAILABLE for 2019—we ask each 

family to sponsor at least one Sunday per year for the 
Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour; please contact the 
Church Office for available dates. We encourage those 
hosting to provide a light meal so we are afforded more 
opportunity for fellowship! 

St. George Orthodox Church 

1900 South Fourth Street 

Terre Haute, IN  47802 
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