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Why Ask the Saints?
Most Protestant churches strongly reject all saintly intercession, citing passages such as 1 Timothy
2:1-5, which says that Jesus is the sole mediator between God and man, as well as Deuteronomy
18:10-11 which seems to forbid invoking departed souls. They also point to the fact that there are no
examples in the Bible of living humans praying to dead humans — Jesus Christ being the lone
exception, because He is alive and resurrected, and because He is both human and Divine. Yet the
Bible indeed directs us to invoke those in heaven and ask them to pray with us. In Psalms 103, we
pray, “Bless the Lord, O you his angels, you mighty ones who do his word, hearkening to the voice
of his word! Bless the Lord, all his hosts, his ministers that do his will!” (Psalms 103:20-21). And in
Psalms 148 we pray, “Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise him in the heights!
Praise him, all his angels, praise him, all his host!” (Psalms 148:1-2).
Not only do those in heaven pray with us, they also pray for us. In the book of Revelation, we read:
“[An] angel came and stood at the altar [in heaven] with a golden censer; and he was given much
incense to mingle with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar before the throne; and the
smoke of the incense rose with the prayers of the saints from the hand of the angel before
God” (Rev. 8:3-4). And those in heaven who offer to God our prayers aren’t just angels, but humans
as well. John sees that “the twenty-four elders [the leaders of the people of God in heaven] fell down
before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and with golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers
of the saints” (Rev. 5:8). The simple fact is, as this passage shows: The saints in heaven offer to God
the prayers of the saints on earth.
Yes, we have Christ as the only intercessor before the Throne, but that never stopped any of our
Protestant brethren from asked fellow believers from praying for them. We ask the friends of God to
pray for us all the time, when we ask for the prayers of our friends and fellow believers. Asking
those who’ve gone on before us is possible because they are alive in Christ, and offer their prayers to
Christ just as do we. We all, both those in heaven and those still upon this earth, pray before the
same “sole mediator between God and man”, Jesus Christ. It is Christ through whom we approach
the Throne of the Father. Finally, why would we not want to ask for the prayers of those who have
already won their place in Paradise, and are already standing before the Throne of God, worshiping
the Holy Trinity?
Part of the problem for Protestants to accept the veneration of the saints stems from their reliance on
an approach to doctrine and practice as being Bible-only based. Proof texts is thus the norm for most
protestant debate on the interpretation of any given passage. By the same token, the unity of
worship and doctrine found within the Orthodox Church is the fact we’ve based both our way of
worship AND our doctrinal teachings on Holy Tradition and Scripture. Since the Bible comes out of
the living oral Tradition of the Church, the scriptures can only be properly interpreted from within
the life of the Church. Our unity is based on what has always been taught.

(continued on page 6)
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Ss. Joachim & Anna, Righteous
Ancestors of God—September 9

St. Joachim, the son of Barpathir, was of the tribe of Judah,
and was a descendant of King David, to whom God had
revealed that the Savior of the world would be born from
his seed. St. Anna was the daughter of Matthan the priest,
who was of the tribe of Levi. St. Anna’s family came from
Bethlehem. The couple lived at Nazareth in Galilee. They
were childless into their old age and all their life they
grieved over this. They had to endure derision and scorn,
since at that time childlessness was considered a disgrace.
They never grumbled, but fervently prayed to God, humbly
trusting in Him. Once, during a great feast, the gifts which
Joachim took to Jerusalem as an offering to God were not
accepted by the priest Reuben, who considered that a childless man was not worthy to offer sacrifice to God. This
pained the old man very much, and he, regarding himself
the most sinful of people, decided not to return home, but to settle in solitude in a desolate place.
When Anna learned what humiliation her husband had endured, she sorrowfully entreated God with
prayer and fasting to grant her a child. In his desolate solitude the righteous Joachim also asked God for
this. The prayer of the saintly couple was heard. An angel told them that a daughter would be born to them,
whom all generations would call blessed. He also told them that she would remain a virgin, would be
dedicated to the Lord and live in the Temple, and would give birth to the Savior. Obeying the instructions
of the heavenly messenger, Joachim and Anna met at the Golden Gate in Jerusalem. Then, as God promised,
a daughter was born to them and they named her Mary. St. Joachim died a few years later at the age of 80,
after his daughter went to live in the Temple. St. Anna died at the age of 70, two years after her husband.
The Righteous Ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna are often invoked by couples trying to have children.

4

Venerable Chariton the Confessor—
September 28

St. Chariton the Confessor was born at Iconium in the
province of Lycaonia, and suffered there during a
persecution against Christians in the reign of Emperor
Aurelian (270-275). The example of the holy Protomartyr
Thekla (September 24), who was also a native of his city,
encouraged him to confess Christ, since he had a great
devotion to her. Chariton bravely denounced the pagan
gods and staunchly confessed his faith in the one True
God, Christ the Savior. The holy Confessor underwent
fierce tortures but, by God’s Providence, he survived. The
persecution ended after Aurelian’s death in 275. Chariton
was among the many Christians who were released from
prison, and he resolved to dedicate his entire life to the service of the Lord. Although he escaped death, he grieved
because he had not received the crown of martyrdom.
After arriving at Jerusalem on a pilgrimage to the holy
places, he fell into the hands of thieves. They tied him up
and threw him in a cave, intending to kill him later. After
they left to find people to rob, the saint prayed fervently to God expecting to be put to death. He did not
ask God to deliver him, but instead he entreated Him to do with him as He wished.
At this time a snake crawled into the cave and began to drink wine from a vessel setting there. Later it
vomited forth its deadly venom, poisoning the wine. When they returned to the cave, the evil men drank
the poisoned wine and they all perished. Thus, their wicked lives came to a fitting end. St. Chariton gave
thanks to God, and then he gave away the gold which the malefactors had stolen, distributing it to the
poor, to churches, and to monasteries. He began his ascetic struggles in the place of his miraculous rescue,
and there he built a church. In time a monastery was established: the renowned Pharan Lavra in Palestine.
Chariton’s fame drew many disciples to him and he governed them with paternal affection elevating
them to the highest degrees of virtue. He compiled a strict Rule for his monastery. Yearning for solitude,
the monk withdrew farther into the desert in order to avoid the praise of men, but he never rejected
anyone who sought his spiritual guidance. He founded two more monasteries: the Jericho (called the
Monastery of St. Chariton) and the Souka, which was called “the old Lavra.” He also brought many Jews
and pagans to the Faith. At the end of his life, Chariton struggled in a cave atop a hill near the Souka
monastery, but he did not cease to provide guidance for all three of the monasteries which he founded.
He fell asleep in the Lord peacefully and at an advanced age on September 28, 350. According to
Tradition, St. Chariton compiled the Office of the Monastic Tonsure. He was buried at the Pharan
monastery, in accordance with his last wishes. His grace-filled relics were enshrined in the church that
had been built on the site of the robbers’ cave.
Troparion (Tone 8) of Venerable Chariton: With the rivers of your tears, you have made the barren desert fertile. Through sighs of sorrow from deep within you, your labors have borne fruit a hundred-fold.
By your miracles you have become a light, shining upon the world. O Chariton, our Holy Father, pray to
Christ our God, to save our souls.
Troparion (Tone 1) of Ss. Joachim & Anna: Since you were righteous under the law of grace, O Joachim
and Anna, you gave birth to the God-given infant for our sake. Therefore, the divine Church radiantly
keeps feast today, joyfully celebrating your honorable memory and giving glory to God who has raised
up a horn of salvation from the house of David.

Back to the Conventions: Reflection on the PLC
Adam Azar5 along with his family recently attended the Parish Life Conference of our Diocese. The PLC was hosted
in Toledo, OH from June 20-24, 2017. Adam was asked to briefly reflect upon his experience at this diocesan gathering. We hope other families will be encouraged to attend various diocesan gatherings throughout the year.
When Father Paul asked me to send him a little write up about the Parish Life Conference this year, I
immediately reminisced of when I was a teen attending the various Church events. I want to
provide my kids with the same experiences we were afforded growing up in the church. We were blessed
to attend Conferences all over the Midwest, US, and even some in Canada. In attending this year, my goal
was to introduce my children to a new experience. My goals of having the kids meet other children, enjoy
activities, and attend a Hafli were met with open arms. Steph and I enjoyed seeing old friends, making
new friends, and having our children meet other kids from churches across the Midwest.
Upon arriving at the hotel, we were met by old friends who greeted our family with excitement, which
really set the tone for our kids. We were able to get settled in and then we went down to
registration to purchase tickets and register for the events. The events were reasonably priced and
registration was easy to do. We attended church services, met up with our cousins for dinner and came
back to the hotel to get ready for the Hafli. Josef put on his suit and dancing shoes, and was ready to get
into the dance. Upon entering the Ballroom, we saw Bishop Anthony and received his blessing, which
really made the kids feel special. Amara and Josef then had a blast for the next 3 hours dancing and
learning to Dubki at the Hafli.
The next morning we again attended service and then set out to explore. We walked around the great
area where the Conference was being held. We ran into familiar faces in friends from Toledo, Fort Wayne,
Kentucky, Illinois, Michigan and Iowa. Our kids were amazed at how everyone greeted with hugs and
kisses, which they then did for the next two weeks. They also listened intently at all the Arabic being
spoken and tried to emulate this when they got home as well. That evening we went to dinner at a
friend’s restaurant and met up with two other families for dinner. Elias was so happy to meet the other
kids that he wanted to go stay at their house after one night of hanging out. It made my heart happy to see
all the kids play and interact together, while Steph and I were able to have adult conversations with our
old friends. After dinner we went back to the hotel and Josef made me take him back to the Hafli that
evening, only this time, he was the hit of the party. He was in the middle of the dance floor with the
band, and all the teens and young adults surrounded him and other children entertaining everyone.
Overall, the Conference was a success for our family. The kids were able to meet and make friends from
other parts of our Diocese. They also showed Steph and I that they could handle the late nights and
showed an appreciation of their culture. Elias was in a room at one point with 3 other children named
Elias which he thought was amazing, Amara loved the interaction with the other kids, and Josef was
amazed by all of the Priests and loved the Hafli. Steph and I were happy to see the kids have fun and
enjoy themselves. Steph was amazing with the kids the whole weekend and enjoyed her first Conference
as well. We are looking forward to Grand Rapids next summer to experience a National Convention, so
come join us and represent Terre Haute.

Diocesan & Archdiocesan Events—2018 & 2019
Fall Gathering

Spring Gathering

October 19-21, 2018

March 1-3, 2019

Toledo, OH

Flint, MI

Parish Life Conference

National Convention

June 19-23, 2019

July 21-28, 2019

Urbana, IL

Grand Rapids, MI

The Orthodox Church proclaims as dogma that which has been taught everywhere and at all times. The
Church is catholic because that which she teaches and the way she worships is not only from Apostolic
6
times, but
was everywhere taught and practiced in Apostolic times. She is catholic (universal) because
she is the same now as she was from the earliest times in her history. Her Holy Tradition is relied upon
when interpreting the Bible, because it is from her Tradition from which the Bible emerged.
Another point to think about is how we (from our Protestant upbringing) interpret the concept of Christ
as the ‘sole mediator between God and man.’ The Protestant idea assumes that ‘mediator’ means
‘intercessor’. But, there is a more profound meaning, not merely an intercessor but the reconciliation of
God and man in the reality of the hypostatic union of God and man in the person of Jesus Christ. That
is, I think, the real meaning of ‘mediator’. Confer the meaning of the Latin source of the word, mediare:
‘place in the middle’, according to the Pocket OED. Doesn’t that make clear that the Protestant
interpretation is missing the real point? Once we understand that, then the whole argument against the
intercession of the saints has no reality.

Facebook post of Abbot Tryphon of the All-Merciful Saviour Orthodox Monastery (ROCOR) near Seattle,
Washington; posted on August 9, 2018

Please include the following people in your daily prayers.
Prayer requests may be made to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com).

LIVING
Metropolitan Paul & Archbishop John (Aleppo,
Syria)
Bishop Alexander (Canada)
Archpriest Stephen Rhudy
Miriam Yazge
Mary Lou Saikley
Christina Phipps
Amy Issa
Joanna Dailey
Kristy Cassell
Julie Lake
Helen Corey
Mazen, Hanan, & their newborn Hanna Zaibak
(Ramia’s sister’s family)
Bob & Chris Huffman, John Torrence (friends of
Stacey Bocard
Erik Armstrong
Robert Wood (Mary Ann Denning’s brother)

DEPARTED
+Archpriest George Rados
+Carol Latinovich
+Jill Orme (sister of Julie Kassis)
+Michelle Armstrong (stepdaughter of Andy Whitt)
+Salaam Shatleh (Houston)
+Judith Powell (aunt of Christy Ellis)
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Return Service Requested

Holy Oblation

Coffee (Fellowship) Hour

Sept 2 Zeck Family

Zeck Family

Sept 9 Fr. Paul & Ramia Fuller

Baby Fuller Shower

Sept 16 Abdayem Family

Abdayem Family

Sept 23 Jim & Tricia Tanoos

Jim & Tricia Tanoos

Sept 30 Cook Family

Cook Family

“The Messenger” is the monthly
publication of our Community at
St. George Orthodox Church
1900 South 4th Street
Terre Haute, IN 47802
Fr. Paul Fuller † Pdn. Elias Corey

Oct 7 Michael Buzash

Michael Buzash

Oct 14 Rosemarie Tanoos

Rosemarie Tanoos

Oct 21 Abdayem Family

Abdayem Family

Oct 28 David Family

David Family

812-232-5244 office stgeorgeocth@gmail.com

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com
Please check our website for updates on
all services, gatherings, and events.

We encourage those hosting the Holy Oblation and
Coffee (Fellowship) Hour to offer a meal for fellowship Sunday
for the benefit of building up our parish community!
ONLY 2 Sundays in 2018 available to host!

Liturgical Schedule

Wednesday
Saturday

9:00 AM Matins
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy
6:00 PM Daily Vespers
6:00 PM Great Vespers

A parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of North America

