1

The Messenger

July 2018 Vol. 31 Issue 07

Christian Joy: Joy is the Infallible Sign of God’s Presence
Although we have no written evidence that Jesus Christ laughed, I am personally convinced that he
did. How could He not have shared in our humanity with perfection had he not had a sense of
humor, and shared moments of laughter with His disciples? Laughter is such a precious gift, for it
allows us to share circumstances in our lives in a special way. When we allow ourselves to see with
joy those often funny events that take place around us, we are able to put ourselves in a proper
perspective. Our ability to laugh at ourselves helps reduce our sense of self-importance.
That a Christian can laugh in no way suggests it is proper to smile at dirty humor, or make light of
another persons infirmity or failure. Our humor must never be based on ridicule, or the demeaning
of another. Christ used humor when He depicted a camel struggling to get through the eye of a
needle (Matt 19:24). And we read in Proverbs 17:22, “that a merry heart does good, like medicine.”
A sense of humor demonstrates to others that we live with joy and gladness in our hearts, because
we have reason to be happy. We believe the gift of salvation is good reason to be happy, since the
Lord’s ministry did not end on the Cross, but was followed by His Holy Resurrection. Living with a
joyful heart adds value to our faith because it makes others want to share in the joy they see in us.
We can laugh because we know that all will work out in the end because God loves us, and we
believe His providential hand is at work in our lives. We believe that God knows there is plenty of
sadness, sorrow, and sickness in this life, but that it will not prevail, because His plan for our
salvation is at work. The old Celtic saying, “Life is all about loving, living, and laughing, not about
hating, dying, and moaning,” has as it’s basis the Orthodox Christianity of the Celtic people. That is
why it is an oxymoron for a Christian to be crabby, griping, and whining, and why joy can be seen
as a sign of God’s presence.
Facebook post of Abbot Tryphon of the All-Merciful Saviour Orthodox Monastery (ROCOR) near Seattle,
Washington; posted on May 4, 2018.

Crossword Puzzle – Learning about the Prophet Elijah
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Across
2. The mode of transportation for Elijah’s ascent into Heaven
6. Garment (vestment) that fell as Elijah ascended into Heaven, which his successor received
9. Being from the town of Tishbe, he is sometimes known as Elijah the ____
10. Name of the King of Israel whom Elijah delivered his first message (prophecy)
Down
1. The “false” prophets of this deity were challenged by the Prophet Elijah
3. Date in July of his feast-day
4. The wife of King Ahab
5. Elijah’s chosen successor as prophet
6. Elijah and ___ appeared with Jesus upon Mount Tabor at the Transfiguration
7. Mount that Elijah met God after traveling for 40 days and nights
8. In the Arabic/Greek version, Elijah’s name is also more commonly known as ___

Holy Martyr Christina of Tyre – July 24
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The Martyr Christina lived during the third century. She
was born into a rich family, and her father was governor
of Tyre in Syria. By the age of 11 she was exceptionally
beautiful, and many wanted to marry her. Christina’s
father, however, envisioned that his daughter should
become a pagan priestess. To this end he placed her in a
special dwelling where he had set up many gold and
silver idols, and he commanded his daughter to burn
incense before them.
In her solitude, Christina began to wonder who had
created this beautiful world. From her room she was
delighted by the stars of the heavens and she constantly
came back to the thought about the Creator of all the
world. She was convinced, that the voiceless and
inanimate idols in her room could not create anything,
since they themselves were created by human hands. She
began to pray to the One God with tears, entreating Him
to reveal Himself. Her soul blazed with love for the
Unknown God, and she intensified her prayer all the
more, and combined it with fasting.

During such prayer, Christina was visited by an angel,
who instructed her in the true faith in Christ, the Savior of
the world. The angel called her a bride of Christ and told
her about her future suffering. The holy virgin smashed all the idols standing in her room and threw them
out the window. In visiting his daughter Christina’s father, Urban, asked her where all the idols had
disappeared. Christina was silent. Then, having summoned the servants, Urban learned the truth from
them.
In a rage the father began to slap his daughter’s face. At first, the holy virgin remained quiet, but then she
told her father about her faith in the One True God, and that she had destroyed the idols with her own
hands. Urban gave orders to kill all the servants in attendance upon his daughter, and he gave Christina a
fierce beating and threw her in prison. Having learned about what had happened, St. Christina’s mother
came in tears, imploring her to renounce Christ and to return to her ancestral beliefs. But Christina
remained unyielding. On another day, Urban brought his daughter to trial and urged her to offer worship
to the gods, and to ask forgiveness for her misdeeds. Instead, he saw her firm and steadfast confession of
faith in Christ.
The torturers tied her to an iron wheel, beneath which they lit a fire. The body of the martyr, turning
round on the wheel, was scorched on all sides. They then threw her into prison. An angel of God
appeared at night, healing her wounds and strengthening her with food. Her father, seeing her
unharmed, gave orders to drown her in the sea. An angel sustained the saint while the stone sank down,
and Christina miraculously came out of the water and reappeared before her father. In terror, the torturer
imputed this to sorcery and he decided to execute her in the morning. That night he himself suddenly
died. Another governor, Dion, was sent in his place. He summoned the holy martyr and also tried to
persuade her to renounce Christ, but seeing her unyielding firmness, he again subjected her to cruel
tortures. The holy martyr was for a long while in prison. People began to flock to her, and she converted
them to the true faith in Christ.
(continued on page 4)

(continued from page 3)
Thus about4 300 were converted. In place of Dion, a new governor Julian arrived and resumed the torture of
the saint. After various torments, Julian gave orders to throw her into a red-hot furnace and lock her in it.
After five days they opened the furnace and found the martyr alive and unharmed. Seeing this miracle take
place, many believed in Christ the Savior, and the torturers executed St. Christina with a sword.
Troparion (Tone 4) of St. Christina:
O Lord Jesus, unto Thee Thy lamb Christina doth cry with a great voice: O my Bridegroom, Thee I love; and
seeking Thee, I now contest, and with Thy baptism am crucified and buried. I suffer for Thy sake, that I may
reign with Thee; for Thy sake I die, that I may live in Thee: accept me offered out of longing to Thee as a
spotless sacrifice. Lord, save our souls through her intercessions, since Thou art great in mercy.

Righteous Joseph of Arimathea – July 31
Righteous Joseph of Arimathea was a secret disciple of our
Lord, Jesus Christ. As a member of the Sanhedrin he did not
participate in the “counsel and deed” of the Jews in passing a
death sentence for Jesus Christ. After the Crucifixion and
Death of the Savior he made bold to go to Pilate and ask him
for the Body of the Lord, to which he gave burial with the
help of Righteous Nicodemus, who was also a secret disciple
of the Lord.
They took down the Body of the Savior from the Cross,
wrapped it in a winding-cloth, and placed it in a new tomb, in
which no one had ever been buried, in the Garden of
Gethsemane, in the presence of the Mother of God and the
Holy Myrrh-bearing Women (St Joseph had prepared this
tomb for himself). Having rolled a heavy stone before the
entrance of the tomb, they departed (John 19: 37-42; Matt 27:
57-61; Mark 15: 43-47; Luke 24: 50-56). St Joseph traveled
around the world, proclaiming the Gospel of Christ. He died
peacefully in England. The Church commemorates him
individually on July 31st and along with the Myrrh-bearing
Women and Nicodemus on the 3rd Sunday of Pascha (the
Sunday of the Holy Myrrh-bearers).
Troparion (Tone 2) of St. Joseph of Arimathea:

The noble Joseph, taking down thy most pure Body from the Tree, wrapped It in fine linen and anointed It
with spices and laid It in a new tomb. But on the third day thou didst rise, O Lord, granting the world great
mercy.
Prophet Elijah Crossword Puzzle Answers (from page 2):
Across – 2. Chariot 6. Mantle 9. Tishbite 10. Ahab
Down – 1. Baal 3. Twentieth 4. Jezebel 5. Elisha 6. Moses 7. Horeb 8. Elias
Apostles Crossword Puzzle Answers (from June 2018 edition of the Messenger):
Across – 1. Rome 3. Nations 6. Andrew 9. Seventy 10. Jerusalem 11. Revelation
Down – 2. Matthias 4. Nativity 5. Brother 6. Apostle 7. Disciples 8. Thomas

Diocesan Parish Life Conference—RECAP
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It was a wonderful conference (June 20-24) as we gathered with over 700 registrants in
Toledo, OH at our Diocesan Family Gathering. Many thanks to the parish of St. Elias in
Sylvania for hosting; we greatly enjoyed the various workshops, evening dinners and
dances, and activities for all participants. We hope more parishioners will consider
participating in more Diocesan events throughout the year, especially the PLC next
Summer, which will be held in Champaign-Urbana, IL during the month of June 2019.

The6 St. George Social Center is available to the public for those
special days of celebrations: wedding receptions, anniversary
parties, graduation parties; for your business needs: banquets,
meetings, fund raising events, company parties; and
for the good times: holiday parties, dinners, etc.
For more information and to schedule an appointment,
please contact Michael C. Ellis at (812) 841-1338.

Please include the following people in your daily prayers.
Prayer requests may be made to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com).

LIVING
Those suffering from the recent tragedies in
Noblesville, IN and Santa Fe, TX
Those suffering from the recent tragedies in
Syria & Palestine
Metropolitan Paul & Archbishop John
(Aleppo, Syria)
Archpriest Stephen Rhudy
Miriam Yazge
Mary Lou Saikley
Christina Phipps
Amy Issa
Joanna Dailey
Kristy Cassell
Jill Orme (sister of Julie Kassis)
Julie Lake

DEPARTED
+Those newly-departed from the recent tragedy
in Santa Fe, TX
+Those newly-departed from the recent tragedies
in Syria & Palestine
+Archpriest George Rados
+Carol Latinovich
+Frank Sam (cousin of Fr. Paul from Pittsburgh)

2018 Stewardship Goal – SUMMER UPDATE
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Our Stewardship Goal is $175,000; as of July 1, 2018, the following 59 families have pledged a
total amount of $109,665 towards our goal. Many thanks to these parishioners and donors who have
filled out their 2018 Membership and Pledge Commitment Form. To be better organized and plan for
our future needs, we ask YOU to fill out this form each year, allowing us to update contact
information, and budget for future needs, charities, and projects of our parish community.
Please fill out YOUR Membership and Pledge Commitment Form and return to our Church Office.
Adam & Stephanie Azar
George & Cathy Azar
Michelle Azar
Ray & Renee Azar
Keith & Melinda Bement
Brent & Stacey Bocard
Michael Buzash
Eric & Cassandra Cook
Alecia Corey
Amanda Corey
Pdn. Elias & Denise Corey
Helen Corey
Noble & Roseann Corey
Tim & Kim Curley
Maria David
Chris & Jacqui Ellis
George Ellis
John & Jaimie Ellis
Kal & Christy Ellis
Kalea Ellis

Katherine Ellis
Mary Helen Ellis
Michael & Nancy Ellis
Fr. Paul & Ramia Fuller
Dustin & Alexis Green
William & Theresa Hershfield
Alan & Julie Kassis
Bill & Sandy Kassis
Rosemary T. Kassis
Zack & Denise Kassis
Dan Latinovich
Russell Leo
Bonnie Lisher
CJ Maloof
Patti Maloof
Steve & Jamie Maynard
Christ & Karen Milienu
Tony K. Nasser
Adrian Polit
Michael & Darla Sacopulos

Beverly Shahadey
Esther Simbol
Mary Ann Simbol
Nellie Simbol
Dean & Maria Straub
Anthony Tanoos II
Daniel & Ashlee Tanoos
Danny & Claudia Tanoos
Jim & Tricia Tanoos
Joseph & Linda Tanoos
Mary Ann Tanoos
Rosemarie Tanoos
Tony Tanoos
Michael & Mary Jo Tom
Michael A. Tom
Jeremiah & Jennifer Turner
Gary & Adelle Watts
Preston & Gina White
Andy Whitt

Blessing of Cars—Sunday, July 22nd
In honor of the Feast of the Prophet Elijah (July 20), we will offer prayer and bless our cars (and
other modes of transportation—bicycles, motorcycles, trucks, and even big wheels!) on
Sunday, July 22nd following the Dismissal of Divine Liturgy. Feel free to invite your friends and
neighbors to join us for this blessing! We encourage families to bring their bicycles, as well!
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Return Service Requested

Holy Oblation

Coffee (Fellowship) Hour

July 1 Maria David

Maria David

July 8 AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

July 15 Azar Families

Azar Families

July 22 Michael Buzash

Michael Buzash

July 29 Michael & Mary Jo Tom

Michael & Mary Jo Tom

“The Messenger” is the monthly
publication of our Community at
St. George Orthodox Church
1900 South 4th Street
Terre Haute, IN 47802
Fr. Paul Fuller † Pdn. Elias Corey

Aug 5 Steve & Jamie Maynard

Steve & Jamie Maynard

Aug 12 George & Samar Bittar

George & Samar Bittar

Aug 19 Joe & Linda Tanoos

Joe & Linda Tanoos

Aug 26 Dustin & Alexis Green

Dustin & Alexis Green

812-232-5244 office stgeorgeocth@gmail.com

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com
Please check our website for updates on
all services, gatherings, and events.

We encourage those hosting the Holy Oblation and
Coffee (Fellowship) Hour to offer a meal for fellowship Sunday
for the benefit of building up our parish community!
Approx. 3 Sundays in 2018 available to host!

Liturgical Schedule

Wednesday
Saturday

9:00 AM Matins
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy
6:00 PM Daily Vespers
6:00 PM Great Vespers

A parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of North America

