
1 

 

The Messenger April 2018 Vol. 31 Issue 04 

“Little Syria on the Wabash” 

Historical Marker Dedication & Unveiling—Thursday, April 19 

 

Please join us for the Dedication Ceremony and Unveiling on a special historical 
marker within the State of Indiana to commemorate the immigration and contribu-
tions of our Syrian forebearers to our community in the Wabash Valley.  Beginning at 
11:00am in the conference room on the first floor of the Indiana State University (ISU) 
Foundation Office (30 N. 5th Street), the event will then move outdoors to the site of 
the new marker located at the northwest corner of Cherry and 5th Streets (directly 
north of the ISU Foundation building) for the unveiling at 12:00pm by ISU President 
Deborah Curtis. Parking for the event will be available in the back of the ISU Founda-
tion building and along adjacent streets in the area. The marker reads as follows: 

In the early 1900s, Arabic-speaking Christian Syrians established a        
community here, part of a movement of Middle Easterners contributing to 
the growth of cities in Indiana and U.S. Syrians began their lives in this city 
as poor pack peddlers and with their savings many bought houses and    
became grocers. They overcame many obstacles, including prejudice 
against them. In 1927, Syrians established Orthodox Christian church here, 
which preserved the community’s identity and traditions. Their children 
and grandchildren enlarged the local Syrian contribution as professionals, 
civic employees, and businessmen. They also enriched the city’s cultural 
vitality through their ethnic festivals and cafes. Many original families are 
here today.  

State historical markers commemorate significant individuals, organizations, places, 
and events in Indiana history and help communities throughout the state promote, 
preserve, and present their history for the education and enjoyment of residents and 
tourists of all ages. For over 100 years the Indiana Historical Bureau, an agency of the 
State of Indiana, has been marking Indiana history. Over 630 of these markers have 
been installed over the years.  

Many thanks to Drs. Robert Hunter & James Tanoos, and Dn. Elias Corey for their 
great efforts to honor our Syrian forebearers and founders of our parish community. 
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 Holy-martyr Thomais of Alexandria 

—April 13 

The Holy-martyr Thomais was born into a Christian 
family in the city of Alexandria. She was raised in   
piety, and loved to read spiritual books. When she 
was fifteen, the girl married a fisherman, who was  
also a Christian. The young couple lived in the house 
of her husband’s family, where St. Thomais was loved 
for her mild and gentle disposition, and for other 
good traits.  
 

St. Thomais’ father-in-law, at the prompting of the 
devil, was captivated by her beauty. One night, when 
his son went out fishing, he attempted to lead his 
daughter-in-law into sin. Horrified, St. Thomais       
admonished the senseless old man, reminding him of 
the Last Judgment and the penalty for sin. Infuriated 
by her steadfastness, he seized a sword and threat-
ened to cut off her head. St. Thomais answered        
resolutely, “Even if you cut me to pieces, I shall not 
stray from the commandments of the Lord.” Over-
come with passion, the old man cut St. Thomais in 
two with the sword. The saint received the crown of 
martyrdom in the year 476.  

 

Divine punishment overtook the murderer. He became blind and could not find the door in order to      
escape. In the morning, the companions of the saint’s husband came to the door. They saw the body of the 
saint, and the blind old man covered with blood. The murderer confessed his evil deed and asked to be 
taken to the judge for punishment. He was beheaded for his crime. At this time, St. Daniel of Skete (June 
7) happened to be in Alexandria. He told the monks of the Oktodekadian monastery (at the eighteenth 
mile on the road leading west from Alexandria) to bring the body of the martyr to the monastery and 
bury her in the cemetery with the departed fathers. Some of the monks were scandalized because he 
wanted to bury a woman’s body with the monks. St. Daniel replied, “She is a mother to me and to you, 
because she died for her chastity.”  
 

After the funeral St. Daniel returned to his own skete. Soon one of the young monks began to complain to 
him that he was tormented by fleshly passions. St. Daniel ordered him to go and pray at the grave of the 
holy-martyr Thomais. The monk did the bidding of the Elder. While he prayed at the grave, he fell into a 
light sleep. St. Thomais appeared to him and said, “Father, accept my blessing and go in peace.” When he 
awakened, the monk felt joy and peace in his soul. After this, he told St. Daniel that he was no longer 
bothered by the temptations of the flesh. Abba Daniel exclaimed, “Great is the boldness of those who have 
struggled for chastity.”  
 

Many found both spiritual joy and release from their passions at the grave of St. Thomais. Her holy relics 

were transferred to Constantinople to one of the women’s monasteries. The Russian pilgrim Arch-deacon 

Zosimas venerated them in 1420. St. Thomais is invoked by those seeking deliverance from sexual          

impurity. Other saints whose intercession we seek for this purpose are: St. John the Much-Suffering (July 

18) and St. Moses the Hungarian (July 26). 
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Sunday of the  
Myrrh-bearing Women 

—April 22 

 

About the beginning of His thirty-
second year, when the Lord Jesus 
was going throughout Galilee, 
preaching and working miracles, 
many women who had received of 
His beneficence left their own home-
land and from then on followed after 
Him. They ministered unto Him out 
of their own possessions, even until 
His crucifixion and entombment; and 
afterwards, neither losing faith in 
Him after His death, nor fearing the 
wrath of the Jewish rulers, they came 
to the sepulchre (tomb) of our Lord, 

bearing the myrrh-oils they had prepared to anoint His body. It is because of the myrrh-oils, that these God-
loving women brought to the tomb of Jesus that they are called the Myrrh-bearers. Of those whose names 
are known are the following: first of all, the most-holy Virgin Mary, who in Matthew 27:56 and Mark 15:40 
is called “the mother of James and Joses” (these are the sons of Joseph by a previous marriage, and she was 
therefore their step-mother); Mary Magdalene (celebrated July 22); Mary, the wife of Clopas; Joanna, wife of 
Chouza, a steward of Herod Antipas; Salome, the mother of the sons of Zebedee, Mary and Martha, the   
sisters of Lazarus; and Susanna. As for the names of the rest of them, the evangelists have kept silence (Matt 
27:55-56; 28:1-10. Mark 15:40-41. Luke 8:1-3; 23:55-24:11, 22-24. John 19:25; 20:11-18. Acts 1:14). 

 

Together with them we celebrate also the secret disciples of the Savior, Joseph and Nicodemus. Of these, 
Nicodemus was probably a Jerusalemite, a prominent leader among the Jews and of the order of the  
Pharisees, learned in the Law and instructed in the Holy Scriptures. He had believed in Christ when, at the  
beginning of our Savior’s preaching of salvation, he came to Him by night. Furthermore, he brought some 
one hundred pounds of myrrh-oils and an aromatic mixture of aloes and spices out of reverence and love 
for the divine Teacher (John 19:39). Joseph, who was from the city of Arimathea, was a wealthy and noble 
man, and one of the counselors who were in Jerusalem. He went boldly unto Pilate and asked for the body 
of Jesus, and together with Nicodemus he gave Him burial. Since time did not permit the preparation of  
another tomb, he placed the Lord’s body in his own tomb which was hewn out of rock, as the Evangelist 
says (Matt 27:60). 

 

Troparion (Tone 2) of the Sunday of the Myrrh-bearing Women: 

The Angel came to the Myrrh-bearing Women at the tomb and said: Myrrh is meet for the dead; but Christ 

has shown Himself a stranger to corruption! So, proclaim: The Lord is risen, granting the world great  

mercy! 
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2018 Stewardship UPDATE 
Our Stewardship Goal is $175,000; as of April 1, 2018 the following 56 families have pledged a total 

amount of $109,055 towards our goal. Many thanks to these parishioners who have filled out their 2018 

Membership and Pledge Commitment Form. All members are required to fill out this form each year, as 

they allow us to update contact information, as well as budget and plan for future needs, charities, and 

projects of our parish community. Please fill out YOUR Membership and Pledge Commitment Form 

and return to our Church Office. 

Adam & Stephanie Azar  

George & Cathy Azar 

Michelle Azar 

Ray & Renee Azar 

Keith & Melinda Bement 

Brent & Stacey Bocard 

Michael Buzash 

Eric & Cassandra Cook 

Alecia Corey 

Amanda Corey 

Dn. Elias & Denise Corey 

Helen Corey  

Noble & Roseanne Corey 

Tim & Kim Curley 

Maria David 

Chris & Jacqui Ellis  

George Ellis 

John & Jaimie Ellis 
 

Kal & Christy Ellis 

Kalea Ellis 

Katherine Ellis 

Mary Helen Ellis 

Michael & Nancy Ellis 

Fr. Paul & Ramia Fuller 

Dustin & Alexis Green 

Alan & Julie Kassis 

Bill & Sandy Kassis 

Rosemary T. Kassis 

Zack & Denise Kassis 

Dan Latinovich 

Russell Leo 

Bonnie Lisher 

C J Maloof 

Patti Maloof 

Steve & Jamie Maynard 

Christ & Karen Milienu 

Tony K. Nasser 

Beverly Shahadey 

Esther Simbol 

Mary Ann Simbol 

Nellie Simbol 

Dean & Maria Straub 

Anthony Tanoos II 

Daniel & Ashlee Tanoos 

Danny & Claudia Tanoos 

Jim & Tricia Tanoos 

Joseph & Linda Tanoos 

Mary Ann Tanoos 

Rosemarie Tanoos 

Tony Tanoos 

Michael & Mary Jo Tom 

Michael A. Tom 

Jeremiah & Jennifer Turner      

Gary & Adelle Watts 

Preston & Gina White 

Andy Whitt 

 

 

The St. George Social Center is available to the public for those  
special days of celebrations: wedding receptions, anniversary 
parties, graduation parties; for your business needs: banquets,  

meetings, fund raising events, company parties; and for the good  

times: holiday parties, dinners, etc. 
 

For more information and to schedule an appointment, 
Please  contact Michael C. Ellis at (812) 841-1338 
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Please include the following people in your daily prayers.  
Prayer requests may be sent to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com). 

 
             DEPARTED 

+Those newly-departed from the recent  

   tragedy in Parkland, FL; 

+Archpriest George Rados;  

+Kaleel (Big K) Ellis;  

+Joseph Haiek (CA); 

+Carol Latinovich;                

+Jackson Pirtle  

 

 
 
 

                           LIVING 

Those suffering from the recent tragedy in  
Parkland, FL; 
Metropolitan Paul & Archbishop John (Aleppo, 
Syria);  
Archpriest Stephen Rhudy;  
Miriam Yazge;  
Mary Lou Saikley;  
Daniel, Ashlee, & Preston Tanoos;  
Christina Phipps;  
Amy Issa;  
Jenny;  
Sdn. Chuckie Shahadey (Ft. Lauderdale); 
Jana Nasser;  
Archpriest Nabil Hanna (Fishers, IN); 
Laurette Mnayarji;  
Jim; 
Doug Sperry;  
Ethan Sperry  

Thursday, April 26, 2018 @ 6:00p 
Individual tickets are $22.00 / A reserved table of eight is $160.00  

Please contact Kalea Ellis at (812) 249-8298, Julie Lake at (812) 249-4030,  

or Maria David at (812) 243-5890 to reserve tickets or a table. 
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Christ is Risen! Indeed, He is Risen! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join US on Sunday, April 15 after Divine Liturgy  

for our annual Easter Egg Hunt! 



8   

 

“The Messenger” is the monthly  

publication of our Community at  
 

St. George Orthodox Church 
1900 South 4th Street 

Terre Haute, IN  47802 

 

Fr. Paul Fuller   †   Dn. Elias Corey 

812-232-5244 office   stgeorgeocth@gmail.com 
 

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com 
Please check our website for updates on 

all services, gatherings, and events. 
 

Liturgical Schedule 

Sunday           9:00 AM   Matins    
        10:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 
 
Wednesday           6:00 PM   Daily Vespers 
Saturday                6:00 PM   Great Vespers 

 

A parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian  

Archdiocese of North America 

      Holy Oblation     Coffee (Fellowship) Hour 
 

 

 

Apr  1    Ladies Society Palm Sunday Lunch Fundraiser 

Apr  8    PASCHA                    Feast hosted by Parish Council 

Apr 15                Mary Helen Ellis & Family  

Apr 22   Simbol Family Simbol Family 

Apr 29   Turner Family Turner Family 

 

May  6   Kal & Christy Ellis      Kal & Christy Ellis 

May 13                 Dn. Elias & Denise Corey 

May 20  Bill & Sandy Kassis     Bill & Sandy Kassis 

May 27  Mike & Nancy Ellis     Mike & Nancy Ellis 
 

 

We encourage those hosting the Holy Oblation and    
Coffee (Fellowship) Hour to offer a meal for fellowship.  

 

Approx. 3 Sundays in 2018 available to host! 
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