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Our St. George Parish Community, as well as the whole Orthodox Christian world celebrated and
continues to celebrate our Lord’s Glorious Pascha – His passing over from death to life. By conquering
death’s power which held His creation captive, He paved the way for us to enter into His Kingdom of
Eternal Life. He not only paved the way, He is the Way! It is for this reason that we commemorate the
saving events which led to His death and ended in His Resurrection. It is for this reason that we humbly
fast and go through Great Lent. But is Pascha over? Or does it continue in our lives?
We live in a society that quickly forgets the event which just happened and jumps on to the next event
which can sell something. Certainly our Lord’s Pascha is an event that happened at a moment in time in
history, but also one that transforms the rest of time and goes beyond to eternity. It is for this reason that
Pascha must not be a fading view in the rear-view mirror, but one that is forever in our sights. His defeat
of death means that there is now an eternal life – one that can be a resurrection to life or to damnation. As
we hear in the Scriptural reading of an Orthodox funeral:

“For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself, and
has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man. Do not
marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice
and come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have
done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation” (John 5:26-29).
This is Gospel – GOOD NEWS! But to keep it as good news, we must constantly be obedient to taking up
our cross (a splinter compared to our Lord’s). We must continue to work acts of mercy in His Name, to
forgive, and to love our neighbor. By such actions, we are able to share in the Apostles’ great commission
of preaching the Crucified and Resurrected Christ to a world of darkness yearning for the True Light.
May we be bold to preach Him in our words and actions: Christ is risen! Indeed, He is risen!
Originally published in the St. George Houston Messenger – May 2016
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St. Irene of Thessalonica—May 5

The Holy Great-martyr Irene was born in the city of
Magedon in Persia during the fourth century. She was
the daughter of the pagan king Licinius, and her
parents named her Penelope. Penelope was very
beautiful, and her father kept her isolated in a high tower from the time she was six so that she would not be
exposed to Christianity. He also placed thirteen young
maidens in the tower with her. An old tutor by the
name of Apellian was assigned to give her the best
possible education. Apellian was a Christian, and
during her lessons, he told the girl about Christ the
Savior and taught her the Christian Faith and the Christian virtues.
Since St. Irene had dedicated herself to Christ, she refused to marry any of the suitors her father had
chosen for her. When Licinius learned that his daughter refused to worship the pagan gods, he was
furious. He attempted to turn her from Christ by having her tortured. She was tied up and thrown
beneath the hooves of wild horses so that they might trample her to death, but he horses remained
motionless. Instead of harming the saint, one of the horses charged Licinius, seized his right hand
and tore it from his arm. Then it knocked Licinius down and began to trample him. They untied the
holy virgin, and through her prayers Licinius rose unharmed in the presence of eyewitnesses with
his hand intact.
Seeing such a miracle, Licinius and his wife, and many of the people, (about 3000 men) believed in
Christ and turned from the pagan gods. Resigning his administrative duties, Licinius devoted
himself to the service of the Lord Jesus Christ. Saint Irene lived in the house of her teacher Apellian,
and she began to preach Christ among the pagans, converting them to the path of salvation. When
Sedecius, the new prefect of the city, heard of this miracle he summoned Apellian and questioned
him about Irene’s manner of life. Apellian replied that Irene, like other Christians, lived in strict
temperance, devoting herself to constant prayer and reading holy books. Sedecius summoned the
saint to him and urged her to stop preaching about Christ. He also attempted to force her to sacrifice
to the idols. St. Irene staunchly confessed her faith before the prefect, not fearing his wrath, and
prepared to undergo suffering for Christ. Sedecius subjected St. Irene to many tortures, but she
remained unharmed. Under the influence of her preaching and miracles even more people were
converted to Christ, and turned away from the worship of inanimate idols.
The Lord revealed to her that the end of her life was approaching. On the outskirts of the town, she
found a new tomb in which no one had ever been buried. After making the Sign of the Cross, she
went inside, directing her companions to close the entrance to the cave with a large stone, which
they did. When Christians visited the cave four days later, they did not find the body of the saint.
Thus did God glorify St. Irene, who loved Him and devoted her life to serving Him. St. Irene led
thousands of people to Christ through her preaching, and by her example. The Church continues to
honor her memory and to seek her heavenly intercession. The holy, glorious Great-martyr Irene is
invoked by those wishing to effect a swift and happy marriage. In Greece, she is also the patron
saint of police officers. By her holy prayers, may the Lord have mercy upon us and save us.
Troparion (Tone 4) of St. Irene of Thessalonica:
O Lord Jesus, unto Thee Thy lamb doth cry with a great voice: O my Bridegroom, Thee I love; and seeking
Thee, I now contest, and with Thy baptism am crucified and buried. I suffer for Thy sake, that I may reign
with Thee; for Thy sake I die, that I may live in Thee: accept me offered out of longing to Thee as a spotless
sacrifice. Lord, save our souls through her intercessions, since Thou art great in mercy.
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St. John the Russian—May 27

The Holy Confessor John the Russian was born in
Little Russia around 1690, and was raised in piety and love for
the Church of God. Upon attaining the age of maturity he was
called to military service, and he served as a simple soldier in
the army of Peter I and took part in the Russo-Turkish War.
During the Prutsk Campaign of 1711 he and other soldiers
were captured by the Tatars, who handed him over to the
commander of the Turkish cavalry. He took his Russian
captive home with him to Asia Minor, to the village of
Prokopion.
The Turks tried to convert the Christian soldiers to the Moslem
faith with threats and flattery, but those who resisted were
beaten and tortured. Some, alas, denied Christ and became
Moslems, hoping to improve their lot. St. John was not swayed
by the promise of earthly delights, and he bravely endured the
humiliation and beatings. His master tortured him often in the hope that his slave would accept
Islam. St. John resolutely resisted the will of his master saying, “You cannot turn me from my holy
Faith by threats, nor with promises of riches and pleasures. I will obey your orders willingly, if you
will leave me free to follow my religion. I would rather surrender my head to you than to change
my faith. I was born a Christian, and I shall die a Christian.”
St. John’s bold words and firm faith, as well as his humility and meekness, finally softened the fierce
heart of his master. He left John in peace, and no longer tried to make him renounce
Christianity. The saint lived in the stable and took care of his master’s animals, rejoicing because his
bed was a manger such as the one in which the Savior was born. Toward the end of his difficult life
St. John fell ill, and sensed the nearness of his end. He summoned the priest so that he could receive
Holy Communion. St. John glorified the Lord, received the Body and Blood of Christ, and then
reposed. The holy Confessor John the Russian went to the Lord Whom he loved on May 27, 1730.
When they reported to the master that his servant John had died, he summoned the priests and
gave them the body of St. John for Christian burial. Almost all the Christian inhabitants of
Prokopion came to the funeral, and they accompanied the body of the saint to the Christian
cemetery.
Three and a half years later the priest was miraculously informed in a dream that the relics of St.
John had remained incorrupt. Soon the relics of the saint were transferred to the church of the holy
Great-martyr George and placed in a special reliquary. The new saint of God began to be glorified
by countless miracles of grace, accounts of which spread to the remote cities and
villages. Christian believers from various places came to Prokopion to venerate the holy relics of St.
John the Russian and they received healing through his prayers. The new saint came to be venerated
not only by Orthodox Christians, but also by Armenians, and even Turks, who prayed to the
Russian saint, “Servant of God, in your mercy, do not disdain us.”
Troparion (Tone 4) of St. John the Russian:
He that hath called thee from earth unto the heavenly abodes, doth even after thy death keep thy body
unharmed, O righteous one; for thou wast carried off as a prisoner to Asia, wherein also, O John, thou didst
win Christ as thy friend. Wherefore, do thou beseech Him that our souls be saved.
Quiz on page 5
1. B 2. C 3. B 4. D 5. A
6. C 7. D 8. B 9. C 10. A

Great Lent, Holy Week, & Pascha (in pictures)
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Quiz on the Feast of the Ascension of our Lord

1. Which day of the week do we celebrate the Feast of the Ascension of our Lord?
A. Monday B. Thursday C. Saturday D. Sunday
2. How many days after Pascha (Easter) is the Feast of the Ascension celebrated?
A. 7 B. 12 C. 40 D. 50
3. In the Bible, only two Gospels record the Ascension of our Lord, Luke and _____?
A. Matthew B. Mark C. John D. Stephen
4. Other than the two Gospels, which other Book in the Bible records the Ascension?
A. Book of Genesis
B. Epistle to the Ephesians
C. Epistle to the Romans D. Acts of the Apostles
5. Who were witnesses of the Ascension of our Lord?
A. the disciples
C. the Pharisees

B. myrrh-bearing women
D. only Peter, James, and John

6. Fill in the blank: “Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He
was taken up, and a ____ received Him out of their sight” (1:9).
A. storm B. legion of angels C. cloud D. star
7. Orthodox icon depicting the Ascension also represents what other MAJOR event?
A. Transfiguration B. Pentecost C. Epiphany D. The Second and Glorious Coming
8. An Orthodox icon of the Ascension depicts a person that was actually not even
there (indicating the depiction is not a historical rendering, but rather an image of
the Church)…who is this person?
A. Stephen B. Paul C. Constantine D. Ignatius of Antioch
9. Fill in the blank: “So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up
into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of ____ (16:19).
A. the Trinity B. Abraham C. God D. the angels
10. The Feast of the Ascension is followed by which major feast?
A. Pentecost B. Dormition C. Nativity D. Entrance into the Temple
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Vacation Bible School
June 12-14, 2017 (Monday—Wednesday) 4:00p till 7:00p

Ages 4-13 - Parents are asked to participate for the last hour
Crafts, Songs, Prayers, Meals, and Parental Discussions

“When you make the Sign of the Cross,
you remember that GOD is the Boss”
For more information and to register,
please contact Christy Ellis or Fr. Paul Fuller

Please include the following people in your daily prayers.
Prayer requests may be sent to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com).

LIVING
Metropolitan Paul & Archbishop John
Archpriest George Rados
Archpriest Stephen Rhudy
Archpriest James Ellison (Urbana, IL)
Linda Shahadey
Mary Lou Saikley
Amy Issa
Carol Latinovitch
Colton
Bill Kassis
Miriam Yazge
Jodie Redburn
Patti Maloof
Ian Scott
Mary Helen Ellis & Family

DEPARTED
+Metropolitan Elia (Saliba) of Hama, Syria
+Kaleel (Big K) Ellis

Funeral—Memory Eternal!
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Kaleel (Big K) Ellis—April 13

Baptism—Welcome Home!
Aria Lee Watts—April 30

Dr. & Mrs. Steven & Lindsey Maynard (Godparents)
Drs. Gary & Adelle Watts (Parents)

New Website & Email List
Visit our NEW website: www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com.

Please make as your homepage in order to get more “traffic”
and make the website better known.
Are you on our weekly parish EMAIL list? If not, please contact the Church Office.

Thank You to our following Newsletter Sponsors

The St. George Social Center
is available to the public for those special days of celebrations:
wedding receptions, anniversary parties, graduation parties;
for your business needs: banquets, meetings, fund raising events,
company parties; and for the good times:
special holiday parties, dinner/dances, etc.
For additional information, contact Michael C. Ellis at 812-841-1338
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Return Service Requested

Holy Oblation
May 7

Coffee (Fellowship) Hour

Zeck Family

Zeck Family

May 14 Bill & Sandy Kassis

Mother’s Day—Kassis

May 21 Leah Sparks

Graduation Day

May 28 Mike & Nancy Ellis

Mike & Nancy Ellis

June 4

George Ellis

George Ellis

“The Messenger” is the monthly
publication of our Community at
St. George Orthodox Church
1900 South 4th Street
Terre Haute, IN 47802

June 11 Azar & Maynard

George & Cathy Azar

Fr. Paul Fuller † Dn. Elias Corey

June 18 Maloof Family

Father’s Day—Maloof

812-232-5244 office stgeorgeocth@gmail.com

June 25 Jim & Tricia Tanoos

Jim & Tricia Tanoos

July 2

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

July 9

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

July 16

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

July 23

Michael Buzash

Michael Buzash

July 30

Mike & Mary Jo Tom

Mike & Mary Jo Tom

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com
Please check our website for updates on
all services, gatherings, and events.

Liturgical Schedule
Sunday

9:00 AM Matins
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Wednesday
6:00 PM Daily Vespers
We encourage those hosting the Holy Oblation and Saturday
6:00 PM Great Vespers
Coffee (Fellowship) Hour to offer a meal for fellowship.
St. George Orthodox Church is a parish of the Antiochian
We still have several Sundays available in 2017!
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America.

