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The season of Great Lent is the time of preparation for the feast of the Resurrection of 
Christ. It is the living symbol of man’s entire life which is to be fulfilled in his own  
resurrection from the dead with Christ. It is a time of renewed devotion: of prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving. It is a time of repentance, a real renewal of our minds, hearts and deeds in 
conformity with Christ and his teachings. It is the time, most of all, of our return to the great 
commandments of loving God and our neighbors. 

In the Orthodox Church, Great Lent is not a season of morbidity and gloominess. On the     
contrary, it is a time of joyfulness and purification. We are called to “anoint our faces” and 
to “cleanse our bodies as we cleanse our souls.” The very first hymns of the very first  
service of Great Lent set the proper tone of the season: 

Let us begin the Lenten time with delight . . . let us fast from passions as we fast from food, 
taking pleasure in the good words of the Spirit, that we may be granted to see the holy  
passion of Christ our God and his holy Pascha, spiritually rejoicing. 

Thy grace has arisen upon us, O Lord, the illumination of our souls has shown forth; be-
hold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the time of repentance (Vespers Hymns). 

It is our repentance that God desires, not our remorse. We sorrow for our sins, but we do so 
in the joy of God’s mercy. We mortify our flesh, but we do so in the joy of our resurrection 
into life everlasting. We make ready for the resurrection during Great Lent, both Christ’s            
Resurrection and our own. 

Our parish community provides numerous opportunities through worship, education,       
ministry, and fellowship for you and your family to partake of the Lenten journey towards 
our Lord’s Resurrection. Be encouraged to participate and experience Great Lent as a season 
of   renewal in our commitment to be followers of our Lord, God, and Savior, Jesus Christ! 
May God bless your spiritual endeavors during this season of renewal! 

                   

             In our Lord, 

         

             Fr. Paul Fuller 

          Pastor of St. George Terre Haute 



2   

 

St. Patrick, Enlightener of Ireland – 
March 17 

 

St. Patrick was born around 385, the son of Calpurnius, a 
Roman decurion (an official responsible for collecting tax-
es). He lived in the village of Bannavem Taberniae, which 
may have been located at the mouth of the Severn River 
in Wales. The district was raided by pirates when Patrick 
was sixteen, and he was one of those taken  
captive. He was brought to Ireland and sold as a slave, 
and was put to work as a herder of swine on a mountain. 
During his period of slavery, Patrick acquired a  
proficiency in the Irish language which was very useful to 
him in his later mission. 

Sometime later, he went to Gaul and studied for the 
priesthood at Auxerre under St. Germanus (July 31). 
Eventually, he was consecrated as a bishop, and was entrusted with the mission to Ireland 
succeeding St. Palladius (July 7).  

Although St. Patrick achieved remarkable results in spreading the Gospel, he was not the first or 
only missionary in Ireland. There were also other missionaries who were active on the southeast 
coast, but it was St. Patrick who had the greatest influence and success in preaching the Gospel 
of Christ. Therefore, he is known as “The Enlightener of Ireland.” 

St. Patrick founded many churches and monasteries across Ireland, but the conversion of the 
Irish people was no easy task. There was much hostility, and he was assaulted several times. He 
faced danger, and insults, and he was reproached for being a foreigner and a former slave. There 
was also a very real possibility that the pagans would try to kill him. Despite many obstacles, he 
remained faithful to his calling, and he baptized many people into Christ. 

In his writings, we can see St. Patrick’s awareness that he had been called by God, as well as his 
determination and modesty in undertaking his missionary work. He refers to himself as “a  
sinner,” “the most ignorant and of least account,” and as someone who was “despised by 
many.” He ascribes his success to God, rather than to his own talents: “I owe it to God’s grace 
that through me so many people should be born again to Him.” 

By the time he established his episcopal See in Armargh in 444, St. Patrick had other bishops to 
assist him, many native priests and deacons, and he encouraged the growth of monasticism. St. 
Patrick is often depicted holding a shamrock as he used the shamrock to illustrate the doctrine of 
the Holy Trinity. Its three leaves growing out of a single stem helped him to explain the concept 
of one God in three Persons. St. Patrick died on March 17, 461 (some say 492).  

Troparion (Tone 3) of St. Patrick, Enlightener of Ireland: 

O Holy Bishop Patrick, faithful shepherd of Christ’s royal flock, you filled Ireland with the 
radiance of the Gospel: The mighty strength of the Trinity! Now that you stand before the 
 Savior, pray that He may preserve us in faith and love! 
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       St. Innocent of Alaska – March 31 

 

St. Innocent (Veniaminov), Metropolitan of Moscow and 
Kolomensk (August 26, 1797—March 31, 1879), was  
glorified by the Russian Orthodox Church on October 6, 
1977. He was born in the village of Anginsk in the Ir-
kutsk diocese. The Apostle of America and Siberia  
proclaimed the Gospel “even to the ends of the earth”: in 
the Aleutian islands (from 1823), in the six dialects of the 
local tribes on the island of Sitka (from 1834), among the 
Kolosh (Tlingit); in the remotest settlements of the  
extensive Kamchatka diocese (from 1853); among the 
Koryak, Chukchei, Tungus in the Yakutsk region (from 
1853) and North America (in 1857); in the Amur and the 
Usuriisk region (from 1860).  

Having spent a large part of his life in journeys, St.  
Innocent translated a Catechism and the Gospel into the Aleut language. In 1833, he wrote in this  
language one of the finest works of Orthodox missionary activity, Indication of the Way to the 
Kingdom of Heaven. In 1859, the Yakut first heard the Word of God and divine services in their 
native language. Twice (in 1860 and 1861) St. Innocent met with St. Nicholas, the Apostle to 
 Japan (February 3), sharing with him his spiritual experience. A remarkable preacher, St.  
Innocent said, “Whoever abounds in faith and love, can have mouth and wisdom, and the heart 
cannot resist their serving it.”  

Having begun his apostolic work as a parish priest, St. Innocent completed it as Metropolitan of 
Moscow (January 5, 1868—March 31, 1879). He obeyed the will of God all his life, and he left  
behind a theme for the sermon to be preached at his funeral: “The steps of a man are rightly  
ordered by the Lord” (Ps 36/37:23). St. Innocent is also commemorated on October 5 (Synaxis of 
the Moscow Hierarchs) and on October 6 (his glorification).  

Troparion (Tone 2) of St. Innocent of Alaska: 

You evangelized the Northern people of America and Asia, proclaiming the Gospel of Christ to 
the natives in their own tongues. O Holy Hierarch Father Innocent, Enlightener of Alaska and all 
America, whose ways were ordered by the Lord; pray to Him for the salvation of our souls in 
His Heavenly Kingdom. 

 

Weekly Parish Emails 

Each Tuesday, we send out a weekly email to our parish community with updates, 
announcements, activities and events, Life of the Saint, Scripture readings, etc. If 
you are not receiving these emails, please contact the Church Office (812-232-5244 
or stgeorgeocth@gmail.com) to be added to the list. 

Answers to Quiz—p. 5 
 

1. C    2. B    3. D    4. C     5. D 
6. A    7. B    8. D    9. A   10. B 
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Lenten Schedule 
 

Mondays—Great Compline at 6:00p 

 

Wednesdays—Presanctified Liturgy at 6:00p followed by Potluck Dinner  

               (Please bring a Lenten dish to share) 

 

Fridays—Akathist (Madayeh) Service at 6:00p 

 

Our parish community is part of the Central Indiana Orthodox Churches—a 
Pan-Orthodox Mission. On Sunday evenings during Great Lent we gather at 
various churches in Central Indiana for Lenten Vespers at 5:00p followed by 
Fellowship Dinners: 

 

March 5:  Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church (Carmel) 

March 12:  Ss. Constantine & Elena Romanian Orthodox Church (Indy) 

March 19:  St. John the Forerunner Orthodox Church (Indy) 

March 26:  St. George Orthodox Church (Terre Haute) - we will host and 
sponsor the fellowship dinner! 

April 2:  St. Stephen Bulgarian Orthodox Church (Indy) 

                                     St. George Ladies’ Society 

March is Ladies’ Month, and the women take an even bigger role within our church 
community. This is the time you will see women reading the Epistle, greeting  
parishioners, handing out bulletins, ushering, collecting the offering, If you are             
interested in participating in Ladies’ Month, please contact Sandy Kassis. 

 

There will be a ladies meeting on Sunday, March 19, 2017, following Liturgy. Our main 
focus, will be a spring/summer fundraiser and updates regarding the Middle Eastern 
Festival. If you have any items you would like to discuss at the meeting, please let me 
know in advance so that I may add them to our itinerary. Thank you for your continued 
support. 

Sincerely,    

Maria David, Ladies’ Society President 
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Quiz on the Great Feast of the Annunciation 
 

 1. Of the four Gospels (1:26-38), which is the only one to detail the Annunciation? 

A. Matthew    B. Mark 
C. Luke           D. John 
 

 2. Which angel was sent by God to tell Mary that she would conceive and bear a Son? 

A. Michael     B. Gabriel 
C. Raphael     D. Uriel 
 

 3. Which relative of Mary is also pregnant (the angel tells Mary the good news!)? 

A. Anna        B. Veronica 
C. Leah         D. Elizabeth     
 

 4. Who is betrothed to Mary? 

A. David       B. Zechariah 
C. Joseph      D. Symeon 
 

 5. What date is the Feast of the Annunciation? (HINT: exactly nine months before Christmas) 

A. March 1     B. March 6 
C. March 14   D. March 25 
 

 6. During which fasting season does the Feast of the Annunciation fall? 

A. Great Lent     B. Apostles’ Fast 
C. Dormition     D. Advent 
 

 7. Although celebrated during a fasting season, the fast is lessened on the Feast, and what food is 
allowed? 

A. Chicken     B. Fish 
C. Cheese       D. Lamb 
 

 8. Fill in the blank: “The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be ______; he will be called 
Son of God.’” (1:35). 

A. great        B. special 
C. blessed    D. holy 
 

 9. Where was Mary living when the angel came to announce the birth of Jesus? 

A. Nazareth     B. Jerusalem 
C. Jericho         D. Capernaum 
 

 10. Which country celebrates its Independence Day on the same day as the Feast of the  
Annunciation? 

A. Bulgaria    B. Greece 
C. Russia        D. Serbia 
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Please include the following people in your daily prayers.  
Prayer requests may be sent to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com). 

             DEPARTED 
Charles David 

Helen Nasser 

Charlotte Norris (mother of Peggy Corey) 

 
 
 

                   LIVING 

Archpriest George Rados 
Archpriest Stephen Rhudy 
Gary, Adelle, and newborn Aria Lee Watts 
Kay Ellis 
Isabel 
Colton 
Miriam Yazge 
Patti Maloof 
Amy Issa 
 

 

Pardon our Mess...but the 

NEW LOOK will Impress:  

We have a variety of 

constructions going on to  

update and upgrade our  

parish facilities; these will  

continue over the next  

several weeks.  Again, please 

be careful around the facilities 

and pardon our mess  

as we continue 

 to improve and upgrade!  
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The St. George Social Center 
 

is available to the public for those special days of celebrations:  
wedding receptions, anniversary parties, graduation parties;  

 for your business needs:  
banquets, meetings, fund raising events, company parties;  

and for the good times:   
special holiday parties, dinner/dances, etc. 

  

For additional information, contact Michael C. Ellis at 812-841-1338 

Thank You to our following Newsletter Sponsors 

 

Our condolences to Peggy Corey and Family on the falling asleep of her 
mother, Charlotte Norris, on Tuesday, February 21, 2017.   

May her memory be eternal! 

 

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!! 

PLEASE CALL 812-232-5244 
TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN  

REACH OUT TO OUR  
PARISHIONERS AND FRIENDS  
 TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS. 



8   

 

The Messenger is a Monthly  
Publication of our Parish Community 
 

Fr. Paul Fuller   †   Dn. Elias Corey 

 

812-232-5244 office   stgeorgeocth@gmail.com 

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com 

502-592-9981 cell        frpaul.fuller@gmail.com 

 

Liturgical Schedule 

 
Sunday           9:00 AM   Matins    
        10:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 
 
Wednesday           6:00 PM   Daily Vespers 
Saturday                6:00 PM   Great Vespers 
    

Please check your monthly parish calendar for  

all services, gatherings, and events. 

 

 

St. George Orthodox Church is a parish of the Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America. 

 

     Holy Oblation 

March   5   Lynn Shahadey 

March  12   Nasser Family 

March  19   Mike & Nancy Ellis 

March  26   Mary Ann Tanoos 
 

      Coffee (Fellowship) Hour 

March  5        Lynn Shahadey 

March  12   Nasser Family 

March  19   Mike & Nancy Ellis 

March  26   Mary Ann Tanoos 

2017 Parish Wall Calendars (FREE) 
New arrival; new look and design, updated information. 
If you would like additional copies for your homes and 
offices, please contact our Church Office. 
 

St. George Orthodox Church 

1900 South Fourth Street 

Terre Haute, IN  47802 

 

Return Service Requested 

Non-Profit Org. 

US POSTAGE 
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           Permit #28 

We encourage our weekly Holy Oblation and Coffee 
(Fellowship) Hour sponsors to offer more of a light 
“meal” when hosting. This is a vital part of participation 
in the Life of the Church; we still have dates available in 
early 2017.  


