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Outdoor Blessing of the Wabash River
There is an Orthodox custom to bless the local outdoor body of water at the Great Feast of
our Lord’s Baptism in the Jordan River, which we call “Theophany.” Around the world,
Orthodox Christians gather at their local body of water; some big names such as the Jordan
River, Tarpon Springs, FL, Volga River (Russia), and the Mediterranean Sea.
On Saturday, January 7 (the day after Theophany), about 30 of our parishioners and
guests gathered in the frigid, single-digit cold
weather at Fairbanks Park on the dock of the
Wabash River. The brief service included
offering petitions, seeking God’s blessing upon
us, our community, and this local body of
water, Scriptural reading about Jesus’ own

baptism, and the submergence of a Cross into the
river three times. Following the service, we
enjoyed a delicious luncheon, warm drinks, and
fellowship (indoors!) at the YMCA.
Truly, the support of our parish community and
their attendance, as well as our Greater Terre
Haute interest and coverage was overwhelming.
The event was announced in an article in the
Tribune Star days prior to our gathering, as well as
made the front page of Sunday’s edition of the
newspaper. Likewise, WTWO (NBC Channel 2)
ran a segment during Saturday evening’s local
news report.
Continued on next page...
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St. Theodora the Empress - February 11
Holy Empress Theodora was the wife of the Byzantine
emperor Theophilus the Iconoclast (829-842), but she
did not share in the heresy of her husband and secretly
venerated the holy icons. After the death of her
husband, St. Theodora governed the realm because her
son Michael was a minor.
She convened a Council where the Iconoclasts were
anathematized, and the veneration of holy icons was
restored. St. Theodora established the annual celebration
of this event (which we still celebrate in our parish
communities), the Triumph of Orthodoxy, on the first
Sunday of Great Lent. St. Theodora did much for Holy
Church and fostered a firm devotion to Orthodoxy in
her son Michael. When Michael came of age, she was retired from governing and spent
eight years in the monastery of St. Euphrosyne, where she devoted herself to ascetic
struggles, and reading books that nourished her soul. A copy of the Gospels, copied in
her own hand, is known to exist. She died peacefully around the year 867.
Troparion (Tone 5) of Righteous Theodora the Empress:
As a right worthy namesake of gifts bestowed of God, and a divinely-wrought image of
holy wisdom and faith, thou didst make the Church to shine with godly piety; for thou
didst demonstrate to all that the Saints in every age have shown honor to the icons, O
Theodora, thou righteous and fair adornment of the Orthodox.

Continued from “Outdoor Blessing of the Wabash River”
This unique experience (hopefully an annual event) is how we share the gospel,
i.e. “good news” of our Lord’s blessing upon His creation. This is outreach and
evangelization that we are all called to participate in. This is how we share the
good news of the love of Jesus Christ!
Theophany is such a wonderful
feast and season in the Life of the
Church! We bless outdoor bodies of
water, and sanctify water for
consumption, giving bottles to our
faithful to take home with them, as
well as begin the “home blessing
season.” Our Faith is not opposed to
matter, rather we bless, sanctify, and
honor matter because it is a creation
of God!
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St. Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna - February 23
Hieromartyr Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, who was
“fruitful in every good work” (Col. 1:10), was born in
the first century, living in Smyrna in Asia Minor. The
holy Apostle John the Theologian was still alive at this
time. St. Polycarp was especially close to St. John, and
sometimes accompanied him on his apostolic journeys.
St. Polycarp became Bishop of Smyrna and guided
his flock with apostolic zeal, and was greatly loved by
the clergy. St. Ignatius the God-Bearer of Antioch
(December 20) also had a high regard for him. Setting
out for Rome where execution awaited him, he wrote
to St. Polycarp, “This age is in need of you if it is to
reach God, just as helmsmen need winds, and as a
storm-tossed sailor needs a port.”
The emperor Marcus Aurelius (161-180) came to the Roman throne and started up a
most fierce persecution against Christians. The pagans demanded that the judge search
for St. Polycarp, “the father of all the Christians” and “the seducer of all Asia.” During
this time St. Polycarp, at the persistent urging of his flock, stayed in a small village not
far from Smyrna. When the soldiers came for him, he went out to them and invited them
in to eat. He asked for time to pray, in order to prepare himself for martyrdom. His
suffering and death are recorded in the “Epistle of the Christians of the Church
of Smyrna to the Other Churches,” one of the most ancient memorials of Christian
literature.
Having been brought to trial, St. Polycarp firmly confessed his faith in Christ, and
was condemned to be burned alive. The executioners wanted to nail him to a post, but he
declared that God would give him the strength to endure the flames, so they could merely tie him with ropes. The flames encircled the saint but did not touch him, coming together over his head in the shape of a vault. Seeing that the fire did him no harm, the pagans stabbed him with a dagger. So much blood flowed from this wound that it
extinguished the flames. The body of the hieromartyr Polycarp was then cremated. The
Christians of Smyrna reverently gathered up what remained of his holy relics, and each
year they commemorated the day of his martyrdom.
Troparion (Tone 4) of Hieromartyr Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna:
By choosing the Apostles’ way of life, you succeeded to their throne. Inspired by God
you found the way to divine contemplation through the practice of virtue after teaching
the word of truth without error. You defended the Faith to the very shedding of your
blood, O Holy Martyr among Bishops, Polycarp, entreat the Lord God to save our souls.
Answers to Quiz - p. 5
1. B 2. D 3. A 4. C 5. A
6. D 7. C 8. A 9. C 10. B
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2017 Membership & Pledge Commitment
Many thanks to the following parishioners who have filled out their 2017 Membership and Pledge
Commitment Form. All members of our parish community are required to fill out this form each year,
as it allows us to update contact information, as well as budget and plan ahead for future needs, charities, and projects. If you have not done so, please fill out the 2017 Membership and Pledge Commitment
Form and return to the Church Office.
Adam & Stephanie Azar
George & Cathy Azar
Michelle Azar
Ray & Renee Azar
Brent & Stacey Bocard
Michael Buzash
Eric & Cassandra Cook
Dn. Elias & Denise Corey
Helen Corey
Cache Ellis
Christian Ellis
George Ellis
James Ellis
John & Jaimie Ellis
Kal & Christy Ellis
Kalea Ellis
Karah Ellis
Katherine Ellis

Kay & Mary Helen Ellis
Michael T. Ellis
Mike & Nancy Ellis
Steven & Christy Ellis
Fr. Paul & Kh. Ramia Fuller
Mary Inman
Helen Johnson
Bill & Sandy Kassis
Rosemary T. Kassis
Zack & Denise Kassis
Julie Lake
Russell & Jean Leo
Bonnie Lisher
C.J. Maloof
Patti Maloof
Shaun Moss
Tony K. Nasser
Mary Lou Saikley

Beverly Shahadey
Esther Simbol
Mary Ann Simbol
Nellie Simbol
Anthony Tanoos
Jim & Tricia Tanoos
Joseph & Linda Tanoos
Mary Ann Tanoos
Rosemarie Tanoos
Michael & Mary Jo Tom
Michael A. Tom
Jeremiah & Jennifer Turner
Gary & Adelle Watts
Preston & Gina White
Andy Whitt
Brad & Lou Ann Wisbey
Darrel & Lisa Zeck

Psalter Reading Group – Lent 2017
If you’re looking for a daily Scriptural activity this upcoming Lenten season, here it is! Join our Psalter
Reading Group. Each day during Great Lent, you will be assigned a small section of reading from the
Book of Psalms (10-15 minutes). In the course of the Lenten season (February 27-April 7) each participant will read through the Book of Psalms TWICE! The awesome concept that makes it a group effort is
that every single day, the entire Book of Psalms is read by the group (because each participant is assigned a different section each day).

To sign up and participate, please email Fr Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com). We need at least 20
participants for the Psalter Reading Group to function properly. May God bless you in your spiritual
endeavor this upcoming Advent season!
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Feast of the Presentation of our Lord Quiz
1. Traditionally, at what age is Jesus when He is brought into the Temple?
A. 3 days old
C. 1 year old

B. 40 days old
D. 3 years old

2. Who is the man (Elder) that receives Christ into his arms?
A. Zachariah
C. Joseph

B. Caiphas
D. Simeon

3. Who brought Jesus to the Temple?
A. His parents
C. An angel

B. His god-parents
D. His grandparents

4. In what city is the Temple located?
A. Bethlehem
C. Jerusalem

B. Jericho
D. Nazareth

5. What offering did Joseph bring to the Temple with them, according to the Law?
A. Two turtledoves B. A lamb
C. A ram
D. A calf
6. At which liturgical service are the words of the Elder (“Lord, now let thou Thy servant depart
in peace…”) read or sung?

A. Matins
C. Divine Liturgy

B. Compline
D. Vespers

7. Which Gospel account is the only one that tells of the Presentation of our Lord into the Temple?
A. Matthew
C. Luke

B. Mark
D. John

8. Fill in the blank: “Lord, now let thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word; for
mine eyes have seen Thy salvation which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light
to enlighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people _____” (2:29-32).
A. Israel
C. Lord

B. Abraham
D. Alleluia

9. What is the name of the prophetess also mentioned in the Scriptural passage about this Feast?
A. Mary
C. Anna

B. Elizabeth
D. Martha

10. What American “holiday” is celebrated on the same day as this Feast?
A. President’s Day
B. Groundhog Day
C. Lincoln’s Birthday D. Valentine’s Day
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Soup & Sandwich Luncheon

Hosted by our Youth programs; proceeds for “Food for the Hungry”
Enjoy the BIG game in the evening; enjoy a HEARTY lunch with us!

Sunday, February 5, 2017 after Liturgy

Please include the following people in your daily prayers.
Prayer requests may be sent to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com).

LIVING
Those suffering in Aleppo, Syria and
Cairo, Egypt
Archpriest George Rados
Archpriest Stephen Rhudy
Jennie Gelles (Louisville)
Gary, Adelle, and newborn Aria Lee Watts
Kay Ellis
Maria David
Isabel
Colton

DEPARTED
Those newly-departed in Aleppo, Syria
and Cairo, Egypt
Fr. Paul Doyle (Los Angeles)
Dn. Benjamin Mann (Lexington)
Baheja Alkesshanna
Charles “Leo” Wilson
Amy Bagnoche
Charles David
Helen Nasser
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Memory Eternal
Charles David - January 19

Helen Nasser - January 21

The St. George Social Center
is available to the public for those special days of celebrations:
wedding receptions, anniversary parties, graduation parties;

for your business needs:
banquets, meetings, fund raising events, company parties;

and for the good times:
special holiday parties, dinner/dances, etc.
For additional information, contact Michael C. Ellis at 812-841-1338

Thank You to our following Newsletter Sponsors

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!!

PLEASE CALL 812-232-5244
TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN
REACH OUT TO OUR
PARISHIONERS AND FRIENDS
TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS.
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Return Service Requested

Holy Oblation
February

5

Drs. Steve & Jamie Maynard

February 12

Fr. Paul & Kh. Ramia Fuller

February 19

Available

February 26

Michael D. Buzash

Coffee (Fellowship) Hour
February
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Souper Bowl Luncheon

February 12

Fr. Paul & Kh. Ramia Fuller

February 19

Available

February 26

Michael D. Buzash

The Messenger is a Monthly
Publication of our Parish Community
Fr. Paul Fuller † Dn. Elias Corey
812-232-5244 office stgeorgeocth@gmail.com
www.stgeorgeterrehaute.org
502-592-9981 cell

Liturgical Schedule

We encourage our weekly Holy Oblation and Coffee
Sunday
(Fellowship) Hour sponsors to offer more of a light
“meal” when hosting. This is a vital part of participation
in the Life of the Church; we still have dates available in Wednesday
early 2017.
Saturday

2017 Parish Wall Calendars (FREE)
New arrival; new look and design, updated information.
If you would like additional copies for your homes and
offices, please contact our Church Office.

frpaul.fuller@gmail.com

9:00 AM Matins
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy
6:00 PM Daily Vespers
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Please check your monthly parish calendar for
all services, gatherings, and events.

St. George Orthodox Church is a parish of the Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America.

