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On Changing to the Likeness of God: Metamorphosis
In the second week of Great Lent, we focus on the power of the work of our Lord through the
cross, our need to choose His path for the transformation of our life into His likeness. As we
choose His ways, which are above our ways, and His path for our holiness, we begin to realize
our exile status from what God intended and intends. The phrase “in the world but not of it”
should come to mind as we seek the city whose builder is God. We are not citizens of this
world and we should not live as if we are, lest in seeking to save our life we lose it and find
there is nothing to buy our lost soul.
To be Christian, we must fix our gaze on Christ to learn what it is to be human. In the Eucharist (Communion), the humanity of Christ is made visible as being the substance of our union
with Christ, for apart from Him nothing comes into being or has any meaning. The path He
took through the cross, by obedience, provides a path for us to move from the exile in our temporal state to His eternal presence among the many rooms in our Father’s house, in the new
City of God, returning us from our exile to the promised land that Joshua and Caleb previewed
in faith. If we desire this, then with faith and works we shall follow where His feet have
walked and focus our efforts in prayer on what He, not the world, teaches.
Our Lord uses all creation to tell us this story and direct our path. One such lesson preceding
the cross, is taught to us in an icon, when He is on a high mountain with Peter, James and John,
and is transfigured. It is this revelation to them which provides a focus for us on the difference
that leading a godly life makes in our lives. The icon is entitled Metamorphosis.
Rarely, for our culture, do I prefer a word from the Greek, Russian, Arabic or other language
on an icon to English because the word in Greek or other language is often more difficult for
most icon readers to help their grasp of the additional meaning. Too often we hide behind
prayers and songs with words in languages we do not understand or that do not flow from
prayerful hearts but only reinforce a false piety based upon nostalgia and not anamnesis and
thus it is as St. Paul described, we “become as noisy gong or clanging cymbal” and unintelligible. However metamorphosis is an English word and with the proper denotation. It is in Biology, a life science, in which we learn of metamorphosis and that it is the wonderful transfiguration (transformation) of the caterpillar to the butterfly, hence here the Greek and English word,
metamorphosis, is rightly used.
From a created being that exists on and below the surface of the ground, receiving and consuming energy by consuming plants, the caterpillar has no higher thoughts than to survive, yet it
follows God’s plan. As end of life nears, the caterpillar ascends the tree (a symbol for the cross
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in our lives), it forms its own coffin using the energies it received from the plants, and willfully
enwraps itself in its own tomb on a branch of the tree. The quality and efficacy of that tomb being entirely dependent upon the caterpillar’s life of preparation. If it is poorly prepared, it will
not survive the season. It has no perception of what lies ahead but instinctively and obediently
follows the path prepared for it by its Creator. It has an image and likeness to yet be revealed. At the right time, it is called down from the tree, like Zacchaeus and the Repentant Thief
on the Cross, and it emerges from the tomb, leaving its burial cloth, an empty tomb, with no
stains or memory of pains of the prior struggle on the new body. It is a sojourner on the earth,
preparing for its call from the tomb as Lazarus, to Resurrection. It is transformed in a most unexpected and marvelous way, now free from the body bound to the earth, it having once descended, now is able to ascend in the new body and hover and fly over creation, as if a renewed
spiritual and physical creation. What once had no beauty or majesty that attracted us, is now
seen to be most magnificent, even angelic. Rather than consuming on the earth, it now is able to
cause creation to blossom in the future by pollinating the flowers making them more splendid
than Solomon’s attire and adding to their life and beauty of creation. While still perishable, it
yet serves those that follow, known and unknown, by its efforts. Yet, apart from others and all
creation proceeding through its own transformation, it too will not yet receive the intended fullness of this resurrection and the full majesty of what is seen through this glass darkly. Full resurrection and common union is yet to occur, for this is but a foreshadowing.
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In the Metamorphosis Icon, we see Peter, John and James in awe of the Transfiguration of our
Lord, as they are yet very connected to the earth, awaiting full enlightenment, as we are, while
Moses and Elijah, representing God’s Law and Proclamations of Truth and Beauty, are seen as
those that have passed through the first tomb and now serving those yet to travel the path of the
cross and tomb and transfiguration and resurrection. Both groups being connected by the Giver
of Divine Energies, our Lord, who being fully God and fully man now reveals this mystery of
hypostasis (union with humanity) and what we may become. God is the God of the living, not
the dead, for the dead have chosen something other than God by not preparing their transforming
coffin during their life on the earth. Those who seek to lose their life, gain it, because they seek
to restore the likeness to God in the created image, moving from caterpillar to butterfly by
properly preparing in this life and for the life to come, because they have a better understanding
of the path and a desire for God. Our preparation is not mindless, it comes from recognition of
our condition, repentance with confession, and regeneration with acts of selfless love for the
Creator and all in His image. In doing these, we become prepared for transfiguration and resurrection.
God is not concerned about caterpillars or butterflies is He, but that we may see the deeper
meaning and so order our life? Are we not more important than a caterpillar, just as we are more
important than the sparrow? Has not God given us more than instinct to follow His path? And
this we shall see and do, if we allow God to heal the human will that He assumed in becoming
man. He is the Transfiguring power, undivided, simultaneously truly human and Divine. We
glimpse through the veil and the glass darkly to the uncreated Light and see God whom we can
know and experience.
Christ stands central to the Transfiguration because apart from Him nothing came into being
that has come into being. While we do not yet know what we shall be, we know we shall be like
Him. For this we are Eucharistic (thankful communicants with God).
The Transfiguration should carry a great significance in our lives for many reasons. The icon
brings the message of hope and reminder that while we are exiled, we are not forgotten, but will
be enlightened if we choose to follow Him, not in ignorance but willfully. The Lord has prepared a path to a city whose builder and maker is the God we know, and we will be in His image
and likeness if we prepare. We must be choose the path of metamorphosis.
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St. George Ladies Society
Presents

Spring Fashion Show
Garden Party
Wednesday, May 18, 2016
Doors Open 6 pm | Show Begins 7pm

Fashions by Rogers Boutique & Carson’s
SILENT AUCTION | WINE | HOR D’OEUVRES
TICKETS: Individual $20 | Table of 8 $160
For additional information or tickets, please contact Maria David,
(812) 243-5890 or mdavid@ma.rr.com
St. George Orthodox Church Social Center
1900 South 4th Street
Terre Haute, IN 47802
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St. George Parish Prayer List
Please include the following in your daily prayers for those who are at home, those
who are struggling with acute illness in this life from among our parishioners and
those for whom they have requested our prayers.
Living
Protopresbyter George Rados
Woodrow Nasser
Thomas Tanoos
Jason Lake
Mike Longest
Dan Saylor
Tiffany Corey (Jason Corey’s Wife)
Buzash/White/Urden/Peck/
Webster Families
Linda Urden
Fred Decker
Michael Armstrong
Christina Phipps
John Scott
Bill Kassis
Helen Corey
Shamieh Tanoos
Carol Latinovich
Patti Maloof
Dan West
Tyler Stevens
Adrian Tudorica
Bob Hayden
Chris Hopkins
Don Denning
Bob Waggoner

Bob & Chris Hoffman
Brent Kawlewski
Gregory Smith
Zaiden
Clarence Thomas
Linda Turner

Deceased
Tommy Tanoos
Hope Andreakis
Skander Nasser
Bill Luther
Elias Mamari
Bill Thompson
Mike Saylor
Helen Hanna Simms
Farris Shahadey
Dr. Stephen Nasser
Buzash/White/Urden Families

Dear Parishioners and Family of St. George:
“There is a sacred realm of privacy for every man and woman where he makes
his choices and decisions-a realm of his own essential rights and liberties”
In order to respond to your spiritual needs, it is appreciated that if someone is sick/injured, in the hospital or
is suffering, the caretaker or the person in need should call the church office or the priest. If we hear about an
illness from a neighborhood friend or another source, this does not mean that the person in need (or the caretaker) wants an invasion of his/her privacy or wish a visit from the priest. If this is the case, the priest will
always mention the sick person in his prayers.
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DATES TO REMEMBER
On the 2th Sunday of every month, at 2:00 PM, member s are
invited to participate in a prayer and socializing time with the
elderly at Bethesda Gardens. Please join us.

▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬

DATES TO REMEMBER FOR 2016
Parish Council Meeting
Fashion Show
Last Day of Sunday School
Ladies Society Meeting
Diocese of Toledo, Parish Life Conference,
St. Mary Bascillica, Livonia , MI

Sunday, May 15, 11:30 AM
Thursday, May 18
Sunday, May 22
Sunday, June 5, 11:30 AM
Wed-Sun, June 22-26, 2016

Registration forms for the Parish Life conference are available in the Church office
or you may register on line at www.antiochianevents.com/toledo.html.

Please remember to look at the bulletin board in the hallway. We DO hang flyers of events
in our church, the community, the archdiocese and neighboring churches as we receive them.

HAPPY MAY BIRTHDAY !!!!
Christine “Christy” Ellis
George Issa
Andrew T. Davis
Nicholas Bement
Pamela Ellis
Jordan Shahadey
Helen B. Johnson
Amy M. Issa

1st
3rd
4th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th

Adam Azar
Linda Tanoos
Elias Corey
Alan Kassis
Cory A. Kassis

12th
15th
18th
22nd
22nd

Joseph J. Tanoos
Steven Maynard

23rd
24th

Marilyn Farver
Julie Lake
Saleem “John” Nasser
Katherine Ellis
Julie Kassis

26th
27th
27th
28th
28th
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HAPPY JUNE BIRTHDAY !!!!
Bradley A. Wisbey
4th
Roseanne Corey
5th
Eleanor “Ruth” Nasser
6th
Melinda “Mindy” Bement 9th

Cassandra Cook
Jamie Maynard
Rosemary T. Kassis
James Powell

9th
11th
17th
17th

Eric Farver
Louann Wisbey
Lucia R. Tanoos
Aric B. Wisbey

19th
19th
21st
24th

The St. George Social Center is available to the public for those special days of celebrations:
wedding receptions, anniversary parties, graduation parties; for your business needs: banquets, meetings, fund raising events, company parties; and for the good times: Special holiday parties, dinner/dances, etc. For additional information, contact Michael C. Ellis at 812THE DEFENDER ADVERTISING POLICY

If you would like to place an ad, please contact the church office at 812-232-5244.
The inside back cover only (this page) will be used for advertising in the newsletter.
The page will be divided into 30 spaces (1” x 2.5” ea.)
Pricing: $100.00 per year. One year constitutes six issues, published bi-monthly.
No political ads accepted!
All ads must be in good taste and not in conflict with the teaching of the Orthodox Church.
All advertisements must be accepted and approved by the advertising board: Kal Ellis, Zack Kassis
and Fr. Paul Matar.
To place an ad, contact the parish office as soon as possible. We are booking space on a firstcome, first-serve basis. Yearly ads will run bi-monthly from January-December. If you need to renew your ad for the coming year, please call 812-232-5244 or send your check, in the amount of
$100.00, to the church office. Payment for advertisements are due prior to the first of each year.
Thank you to all businesses that have placed ads in this newsletter. Your support of St.
George’s
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Return Service Requested

Holy Oblation

Coffee Hour
May 1 Kal/Christy Ellis

May 1 Kal/Christy Ellis
May 8 Eleni/Kyle Miller
May 15 Dn. Elias/Denise Corey
May 22 Zack/Denise Kassis

The Defender is a Bi-Monthly
Publication of

May 8 Mother’s Day-Available St. George Orthodox Church
May 15 Dn. Elias/Denise Corey 1900 South Fourth Street
Terre Haute, Indiana 47802-1993
May 22 Zack/Denise Kassis
Fr. Paul Matar.
May 29 Mike/Nancy Ellis
Dn. Elias Corey

May 29 Mike/Nancy Ellis

Phone: 812-232-5244
June 5 Noble/Roseanne Corey

June 5 Noble/Roseanne Corey

June 12 Available

June 12 Ray/Renee Azar

June 19 Jim/Tricia Tanoos

June 19 Jim/Tricia Tanoos

June 26 Maloof Family

June 26 Maloof Family

The 2015 Holy Oblation and Coffee Hour list is posted in the vestibule. Each
family should offer the Holy Oblation and sponsor the coffee hour at least one
week a year. The living and the departed are remembered by name at Vespers
on Saturday evenings and on Sunday morning during the preparation of the gifts
and during the Liturgy. Fr. Paul prepares the Holy Oblation for the Liturgy very
early Sunday morning. Therefore, please arrange for Fr. Paul to receive the Holy
Bread and names you want remembered by Saturday afternoon.

Email: stgeorgeocth@gmail.com

Weekly Calendar

Sunday
Orthros
9:00 AM
Divine Liturgy
10:00 AM
Sunday School
11:00 AM
Bible Study
7:00 PM
Tuesday
Book club/Gingersnaps Coffeehouse 6:30 PM
Wednesday & Saturday
Vespers
6:00 PM
Please check your calendar for all services.
St. George Orthodox Church is a parish of the
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese

