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THE DEFENDER 
 

"Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do ".(Luke 23:34). 

  

Our Lord Jesus Christ, in His deepest agony on the Cross, was not thinking about Him-
self, but was preoccupied by the interests of others. He was not thinking about His suf-
ferings, His pain, His exhaustion or His wounds. He paid no heed to the painful gashes 
of the scourges on His back; he paid no heed to nails piercing His hands and feet, nor to 
the crown of thorns that pierced His head, neither did He care about His battered and ex-
hausted body.. All that He ignored because His sole concern was His love for mankind. 
The first thought to cross His mind was to save His adversaries and persecutors... Thus, 
His First Words on the Cross were: 
 "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do" (Luke 23:34). 

 
 The Lord cared for His enemies first before He cared for His friends or Himself... He 
offered forgiveness to His persecutors first, then forgave the malefactor who reviled 
Him at the beginning, but believed in Him later. Then, He directed His attention to His 
mother. After all that, He began to speak about Himself: 
 
 "Father, forgive them....”,(Luke 23:34) words He pronounced while undergoing the ut-
most physical pain... Truly, He was at the peak of torment and affliction at the hands of 
those for whom He was asking forgiveness! But His love for them was greater than their 
hostility towards Him; their hostility that was greater than their hostility towards Him; 
their hostility that was indescribably atrocious and wicked… 
 
 In spite of all that, He did not only pray that they might be forgiven but He gave them 
an excuse! Those , who would not have dared to even think about exonerating them-
selves; those who cried out loudly: "His blood be on us and on our children " (Matt. 27: 
25). The One who was scourged and crucified by them was the one to excuse them. He 
said: "For they do not know what they do"(Luke 23:34). How wonderful is the Lord in 
His exhaustive love. He did not hasten to condemn them; He did not seek revenge, or 
even take to resignation and negatives. His love for them was positive; He sought for-
giveness for them. He exonerated them; He defended their cause in the presence of the 
heavenly Father, declaring that their sin was only one of ignorance… 
          (continued on page 2) 

 But, in our judgement as human beings, we consider them perpetrators of a chain of 
atrocious criminal acts. Among the ranks of the religious authorities or priesthood, there 
was covetousness, jealousy, enmity, slander and double-crossing. On the part of the un-
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grateful public, there were accounts of reckless wrongful rejection. As for the military and 
the priests' servants, they committed atrocities, calamities, cursing and assaults. Pontius 
Pilate showed cowardice, injustice and indifference. Above all, it was a crime of homi-
cide, torture and fabricating false evidence. But the condemned in His loving-kindness 
did only consider it an offence committed in ignorance "For they do not know what they 
do.. "!(Luke 23:34) 
 

 How wonderful is the loving-kindness of the crucified Lord .. the immenseness of His 
kindness is hard to grasp...indescribably atrocious and wicked… 
 
 In spite of all that, He did not only pray that they might be forgiven but He gave them an 
excuse! Those , who would not have dared to even think about exonerating themselves; 
those who cried out loudly: "His blood be on us and on our children " (Matt. 27: 25). The 
One who was scourged and crucified by them was the one to excuse them. He said: "For 
they do not know what they do "(Luke 23:34). How wonderful is the Lord in His exhaus-
tive love. He did not hasten to condemn them; He did not seek revenge, or even take to 
resignation and negatives. His love for them was positive; He sought forgiveness for 
them. He exonerated them; He defended their cause in the presence of the heavenly Fa-
ther, declaring that their sin was only one of ignorance... But, in our judgement as human 
beings, we consider them perpetrators of a chain of atrocious criminal acts. Among the 
ranks of the religious authorities or priesthood, there was covetousness, jealousy, enmity, 
slander and double-crossing. On the part of the ungrateful public, there were accounts of 
reckless wrongful rejection. As for the military and the priests' servants, they committed 
atrocities, calamities, cursing and assaults. Pontius Pilate showed cowardice, injustice and 
indifference. Above all, it was a crime of homicide, torture and fabricating false evidence. 
But the condemned in His loving-kindness did only consider it an offence committed in 
ignorance "For they do not know what they do.. "!(Luke 23:34) How wonderful is the 
loving-kindness of the crucified Lord .. the immenseness of His kindness is hard to 
grasp… 
 
 What good is it for you if Christ has forgiven His enemies while you still hate your own 
or do not pardon them? What benefit do you gain? 
 
 In other words, you take no part with Christ in His benevolence; you do not partake in 
His work and you do not follow His path... 
 
 Know then that Christ forgave us, so that we may forgive others, and enjoy the bliss of 
forgiveness.. as it is rendered unto us, and by us. 
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Dear Members & Friends of St. George~ 

 In January, the ladies made zelebee for Epiphany Services. I was fortunate enough to 

have three wonderful ladies help with the zelebee: Esther, Selwa, and Mary Lou. We received 

several compliments and it was truly a team effort.  

 Bishop Anthony visited our parish on February 6th and February 7th. On February 6th, we 

enjoyed Vespers with Bishop Anthony, and then a meal with the parish council followed at the 

Saratoga. On February 7th, a brunch was sponsored by the church. This year we tried a new ap-

proach, and while everyone was enjoying Hierarchial Divine Liturgy, the brunch was prepared 

by a non-parishioner and brunch was waiting for us after services.  

 Remember: March is Ladies’ Month. During the month of March, the women of the par-

ish are asked to serve as Greeters, serve as Ushers, Read the Epistle, and give a sermon. Sandy 

Kassis will be approaching everyone and asking for volunteers.  

The 3rd Ladies Meeting will be held Sunday, March 20th after Liturgy. W e w ill be 

discussing the upcoming St. George Style Show. We need several helpers and models for the 

Style Show. Please see Ruth Nasser or myself if you are interested in being a model, or would 

like to help in any way. We will also be asking for donations for the Silent Auction and Raffle 

Prizes. If you do not know what to give as a Silent Auction or Raffle Prize, please feel free to 

make a monetary donation.  

We are also organizing a carry-in luncheon for some time in March or April, so please be 

sure check your weekly bulletin for the date. Roseanne Corey will also be making the rounds to 

gather donations for the annual Easter Card.  

The Ladies will be hosting a Family Movie Night on Friday, April 15th immediately fol-

lowing services. We will be watching “The Passion of The Christ”. This is obviously an amazing 

movie to watch during this time, as we come into the Pascha season. Please feel free to bring 

your family and friends. Lenten refreshments will be served. Please RSVP to Ruth Nasser or to 

myself, so that we will know how many attendees to plan for.  

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 Sunday, March 20th, Ladies Meeting after Liturgy 

Friday, April 15th, Family Movie Night immediately after services 

Sunday, April 24th Palm Sunday – Fish Dinner to Follow 

Thursday, May 19th, St. George Style Show 

Sunday, October 2nd, St. George Middle Eastern Festival 

    Yours In Orthodoxy,   Maria David 

                  ST. GEORGE LADIES SOCIETY 
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES DURING LENT AND HOLY WEEK 

 

 

ALL SERVICES DURING LENT AT 6:00 PM 
 HOLY WEEK SERVICES AT 7:00 PM 

 

† Forgiveness Sunday Vespers - -> March 13, 6:00 PM 

† Every Wednesday of Great Lent--> Presanctified at 6:00 PM 

† Every Friday of Great Lent -->Little Compline with the  
Akathist Canon and Hymn at 6:00 PM 

† Thursday 24 March - -> Liturgy at 6:00 PM for Annunciation 

† Soul Saturday Saturday April 2 - -> Liturgy at 9:00 AM 

†  Lazarus Saturday--> April, 23, Liturgy at 9:00 AM 

† All Holy Week Services will be held at 7:00 PM 

† Holy Friday--> Royal Hours at 9:00 AM --> Great Vespers at 3:00 PM -->  

Lamentation Service at 7:00 PM 

†  Holy Saturday-->St. Basil Liturgy at 6:00 AM --> 

Resurrection Service at 9:00 PM 

†  Pascha Sunday (April 12)--> Agape Vespers 10:00 AM 

 

If you would like to have your home blessed,  
please contact Fr. Paul at (202) 725-8831, the office at 

(812) 232-5244 or stgeorgeocth@gmail.com. 



5 

 

Dear Parishioners and Family of St. George: 
“There is a sacred realm of privacy for every man and woman where he makes 

 his choices and decisions-a realm of his own essential rights and liberties” 
In order to respond to your spiritual needs, it is appreciated that if someone is sick/injured, in the hospital or 

is suffering, the caretaker or the person in need should call the church office or the priest.  If we hear about an 
illness from a neighborhood friend or another source, this does not mean that the person in need (or the care-
taker) wants an invasion of his/her privacy or wish a visit from the priest.   If this is the case, the priest will 

always mention the sick person in his prayers. 
 

Living 
Protopresbyter George Rados 

Woodrow Nasser 

Thomas Tanoos 

Jason Lake 

Mike Longest 

Dan Saylor 

Tiffany Corey (Jason Coreyôs Wife) 

Buzash/White/Urden/Peck/Webster Families 
Linda Urden 

Fred Decker 

Michael Armstrong 

Christina Phipps 

John Scott 

Bill Kassis 

Helen Corey 

Shamieh Tanoos 

Carol Latinovich 

Patti Maloof 

Dan West 

Tyler Stevens 

Adrian Tudorica 

Bob Hayden 

Chris Hopkins 

Don Denning 

Bob Waggoner 

Bob & Chris Hoffman 

Brent Kawlewski  

Gregory Smith 

Zaiden 
 

 

 

 

Deceased 

Hope Andreakis 

Skander Nasser 

Bill Luther 

Elias Mamari 

Bill Thompson 

Mike Saylor 

Helen Hanna Simms 

Farris Shahadey 

Dr. Stephen Nasser 

Buzash/White/Urden Families 

 

 

 
 

St. George Parish Prayer List  
Please include the following in your daily prayers for those who are at home, those  
who are struggling with acute illness in this life from among our parishioners and  

those for whom they have requested our prayers. 
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Elias S. Azar   1st 
Mary Helen Ellis  6th 
Eric C. Cook   8th 
Anthony Bovenschen 9th 
Esther Simbol  9th 
Denise Corey   12th 
Michael T. Ellis  14th  
 
 

Angela R. Tanoos            14th 
William T. Tanoos            15th 
Peter J. Tanoos            17th 
C. J. Maloof             19th 
Tim Curley             22nd 
Frank E. Shahadey              22nd 
 
 
 

Jaimie E. Ellis            23rd  
Alexis Tanoos                     23rd 
Jonathan J. Ellis            24th 
Jacob T. Tanoos            26th 
Samuel L. Tanoos            26th 
Thomas Tanoos             26th 
Jensen Q. Turner            29th
  

   HAPPY    APRIL   BIRTHDAY !!!!  

DATES  TO  REMEMBER 
On the 2th Sunday of every month, at 2:00 PM, members are  

invited to participate in a prayer and socializing time with the  
elderly at Bethesda Gardens.  Please join us.  

            
 DATES  TO  REMEMBER  FOR  2016 

   Meatfare Sunday    Sunday, March 6 

  Parish Council Meeting   Sunday, March 6, 11:30 AM 

  SOYO Spring Gathering    (See flyer on bulletin board) 
            St. Mary, Palos Heights, IL            March 11-13 2016 

  Cheesefare Sunday    Sunday, March 13 

  Conner House Collection              Sunday, March 13 

  Great Lent Begins    Monday, March 14 

  Carry-In Lenten Luncheon   Sunday, March 20, 11:30 AM 

  Annunciation of Theotokos   Thursday, March 24, 6:00 PM 

  Soul Saturday     Saturday, April 02, 8:00 AM 

  Parish Council Meeting   Sunday, April 10, 11:30 AM 

  Family Movie Night    Friday, April 15 following Akathist 

  Palm Sunday     April 24 
  Holy Week     See Lenten & Holy Week Schedule 

  Holy Saturday Pascha Services  April 30, See Holy Week Schedule 

  PASCHA     See Holy Week Schedule 

  Easter Egg Hunt               Sunday, May 8 

  Parish Council Meeting   Sunday, May 8, 11:30 AM 

  Fashion Show     Thursday, May 19 

  Last Day of Sunday School               Sunday, May 22 

  Diocese of Toledo, Parish Life Conference,  
           St. Mary Bascillica, Livonia , MI       Wed-Sun, June 22-26, 2016   

     Registration forms for the Parish Life conference are available in the Church office  

     or you may register on line at www.antiochianevents.com/toledo.html. 

 
 

Please remember to look at the bulletin board in the hallway.  We DO hang flyers of events  
in our church, the community, the archdiocese and neighboring churches as we receive them. 
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LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴ ŀŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ ŀǘ умн-нон-рнппΦ 
¢ƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ōŀŎƪ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƻƴƭȅ όǘƘƛǎ ǇŀƎŜύ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ол ǎǇŀŎŜǎ όмέ Ȅ нΦрέ ŜŀΦύ 

tǊƛŎƛƴƎΥ ϷмллΦлл ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊΦ  hƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŎƻƴǎǝǘǳǘŜǎ ǎƛȄ  ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōƛ-ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅΦ 

bƻ ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ ŀŘǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘΗ 

!ƭƭ ŀŘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ǘŀǎǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƅƛŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ 

!ƭƭ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎ ōƻŀǊŘΥ Yŀƭ 9ƭƭƛǎΣ ½ŀŎƪ Yŀǎǎƛǎ 
ŀƴŘ CǊΦ tŀǳƭ aŀǘŀǊΦ 

¢ƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴ ŀŘΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƻŶŎŜ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ōƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƻƴ ŀ ŬǊǎǘ-
ŎƻƳŜΣ ŬǊǎǘ-ǎŜǊǾŜ ōŀǎƛǎΦ  ¸ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ǌǳƴ ōƛ-ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ-5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜπ
ƴŜǿ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ умн-нон-рнпп ƻǊ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŜŎƪΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ 
ϷмллΦллΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜΦ  tŀȅƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŘǳŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ  ¸ƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ {ǘΦ 
DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ  

 HAPPY   MARCH  BIRTHDAY !!!!     

Lisa C. Zeck   3rd 
Nancy Ellis   8th 
Kadin C. Bell   9th 
Todd Farver   14th 
 
Jeremiah Q. Turner  15th 

wƻǎŜƳŀǊȅ Yŀǎǎƛǎ  мфǘƘ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ 9ƭƭƛǎ  нмǎǘ 

bƻōƭŜ /ƻǊŜȅ   ноǊŘ 

!ƭŜŎ ¢ŀƴƻƻǎ   нпǘƘ 
[ŜŀƘ wΦ {ǇŀǊƪǎ          нсǘƘ 

Lƭƛŀƴŀ .ƻŎŀǊŘ           нтǘƘ 

{ǳǎŀƴ IŜǎǘŜǊ           нтǘƘ 

½ŀŎƪ Yŀǎǎƛǎ           олǘƘ
    
 

¢ƘŜ {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜ {ƻŎƛŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴǎΥ  
ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ǊŜŎŜǇǝƻƴǎΣ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ǇŀǊǝŜǎΣ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǝƻƴ ǇŀǊǝŜǎΤ  ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΥ  ōŀƴπ
ǉǳŜǘǎΣ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎΣ ŦǳƴŘ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǝŜǎΤ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǝƳŜǎΥ  {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ Ƙƻƭƛπ
Řŀȅ ǇŀǊǝŜǎΣ ŘƛƴƴŜǊκŘŀƴŎŜǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ  CƻǊ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ /Φ 9ƭƭƛǎ ŀǘ умн-
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The Defender is a Bi -Monthly  

Publication of  

St. George Orthodox Church 

1900 South Fourth Street 

Terre Haute, Indiana 47802-1993 

CǊΦ tŀǳƭ aŀǘŀǊΦ 

5ƴΦ 9ƭƛŀǎ /ƻǊŜȅ 
 

Phone: 812-232-5244  
Email: stgeorgeocth@gmail.com 

 

Weekly Calendar 

Sunday 

   Orthros             9:00 AM 

   Divine Liturgy      10:00 AM 

   Sunday School    11:00 AM 

   Bible Study          7:00 PM 

Tuesday  

   Book club/Gingersnaps Coffeehouse     6:30 PM 

Wednesday & Saturday 

   Vespers         6:00 PM 

    

Please check your calendar for all services. 
St. George Orthodox Church is a parish of the  
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese  

Mar.  6   L. Shahadey/T. Bell  

Mar. 13  Brent & Stacey Bocard 

Mar. 20  Orthodox Sunday 

   Mike & Nancy Ellis 

Mar. 27  Zack & Denise Kassis 

 

 

Apr.   3  Michael D. Buzash 

Apr. 10  Available 

Apr. 17  Maloof Family 

Apr. 24  J. & J. Turner Family 

 

 

Mar.  6   L. Shahadey/T. Bell  

Mar. 13  Bocard Family 

Mar. 20  Orthodox Sunday 

  Lenten Carry-In Luncheon 

Mar. 27  Zack & Denise Kassis 

 

 

Apr.   3  Michael D. Buzash 

Apr. 10  Available 

Apr. 17  Maloof Family 

Apr. 24  Palm Sunday - 

   Ladies Society Fish Luncheon 

 

Holy Oblation     Coffee Hour  

The 2015 Holy Oblation and Coffee Hour list is posted in the vestibule.  Each 

family should offer the Holy Oblation and sponsor the coffee hour at least one 

week a year.  The living and the departed are remembered by name at Vespers 

on Saturday evenings and on Sunday morning during the preparation of the gifts 

and during the Liturgy.  Fr. Paul prepares the Holy Oblation for the Liturgy very 

early Sunday morning.  Therefore, please arrange for Fr. Paul to receive the Holy 

Bread and names you want remembered by Saturday afternoon. 

{ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

1900 South Fourth Street 

Terre Haute, IN  47802 
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