Great Feast of Theophany
—the Baptism of Christ
January 5, 2020

Welcome to our Guests—
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship of God this
morning! To follow along with the service, a service book is
available for your use in the pew. While Holy Communion may
only be received by prepared Orthodox Christians, our
non-Orthodox Christian guests are welcome and invited to join us in
veneration of the Holy Cross (held by the Priest) and receive holy
bread (as a sign of hospitality) at the conclusion of the Liturgy.
After the Dismissal, please join us in our Social Center (next door)
for Coffee (Fellowship) Hour so that we can meet and greet you!

Reception of Holy Communion—
In order to receive Holy Communion (the Eucharist), Orthodox
Christians must be prepared through fasting, prayer, the Sacrament
of Confession, and be at peace with others. Also, it is of great
importance to hear the Word of God (Epistle & Gospel readings)
before receiving the Body and Blood of Christ (Holy Communion).
Our Lord likens the Kingdom of God to a banquet in which we’ve
been invited (which as Orthodox Christians, we believe that we are
participating in the heavenly worship), thus we encourage you to be
on time for Divine Liturgy and stay until the Dismissal.

Parents and Children—
The presence of children during worship is a gift from God and
reminder that our parish community is growing! A little commotion
and noise is understandable, but if you feel the need to exit the
sanctuary, please use the “cry room” in the back (near the narthex)
or the classroom area, and please come back. For our Lord said,
“Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of
such is the Kingdom of Heaven” (Matthew 19:14).

**Liturgical Variables for TODAY celebrating the
Festal Liturgy of St. Basil the Great**
THE FIRST ANTIPHON
When Israel went forth from Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people
of strange language.
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!
Judah became His sanctuary, Israel His dominion. (Refrain)
The sea saw and fled: Jordan turned back. (Refrain)
What ails you, O sea, that you flee? O Jordan, that you turn back?
(Refrain)
Glory to the Father. . . now and ever. . .(Refrain)
THE SECOND ANTIPHON
I love the Lord because He has heard the voice of my supplication.
Refrain: O Son of God, baptized by John in the Jordan, save us
who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
Because He inclined His ear to me, I will call on Him as long as I
live. (Refrain)
The snares of death surrounded me; the pangs of hell laid hold of
me. (Refrain)
I suffered distress and anguish, then I called upon the name of the
Lord. (Refrain)
Gracious and righteous is the Lord; our God is merciful. (Refrain)
Glory to the Father…Only-begotten Son…
THE THIRD ANTIPHON
O give thanks to the Lord for He is good: for His mercy endures
forever. Let the house of Israel say, “He is good, for His mercy
endures forever.” Let the house of Aaron say, “He is good, for His
mercy endures forever,” Let those who fear the Lord say, “He is
good, for His mercy endures forever!”

During the Little Entrance, after the verses of the Third Antiphon, chant
the Apolytikion of the Theophany. Then, the following:
THE ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE THEOPHANY OF CHRIST
Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord. The Lord is God
and hath appeared unto us. O Son of God, baptized by John in the
Jordan; save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
After the Entrance, sing the hymns in the following order below:

APOLYTIKION OF THE THEOPHANY OF CHRIST (TONE ONE)
When you, O Lord, were baptized in the Jordan, the worship of the
Trinity was made manifest; for the voice of the Father bore witness
to You, by calling You His beloved Son; and the Spirit in the form of
a dove confirmed the truthfulness of His word. O Christ our God,
who has revealed Yourself and Has enlightened the world, glory to
You!
KONTAKION OF THE THEOPHANY OF CHRIST (TONE FOUR)
Today You have shown forth to the world, O Lord and the light of
Your countenance has been marked on us. Knowing You, we sing
Your praises. You have come and revealed Yourself, O
unapproachable Light!

THE ANTI-TRISAGION HYMN
As many as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ:
Alleluia! (THRICE)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and
ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
...have put on Christ: Alleluia!
As many as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ:
Alleluia!

THE EPISTLE
Blessed is He Who cometh in the Name of the Lord.
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; His mercy endureth forever.
Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to Titus (2:11-15; 3:4-7)
My son Titus, the grace of God has appeared for the salvation of
all men, training us to renounce irreligion and worldly passions, and
to live sober, upright, and godly lives in this world; awaiting our
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior
Jesus Christ, Who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all iniquity
and to purify for Himself a people of His own who are zealous for
good deeds. Declare these things; exhort and reprove with all
authority. Let no one disregard you. When the goodness and loving
kindness of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not because of
deeds done by us in righteousness, but in virtue of His own mercy,
by the washing of regeneration and renewal in the Holy Spirit, which
He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so
that we might be justified by His grace and become heirs in hope of
eternal life.

THE GOSPEL
Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St Matthew (3:13-17)
At that time, Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be
baptized by him. John would have prevented Him, saying, “I need to
be baptized by Thee, and Thou dost come to me?” But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now; for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill
all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus was
baptized, He went up immediately from the water, and behold, the
heavens were opened and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove, and alighting on Him; and lo, a voice from heaven, saying,
“This is My beloved Son, with Whom I am well pleased.”
THE COMMUNION HYMN
The grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all people!

**At the end of the Festal Liturgy, we will celebrate
the Great Blessing of Water**

Parish Announcements—
Blessing of the Wabash River (TODAY): Join us after Fellowship
Hour for the Outdoor Blessing of Water Service at 1:00p at
Fairbanks Park (near the YMCA).
Parish Community Christmas Card (UPDATE): We greatly
appreciate those who contributed with our annual Parish
Community Christmas Card! It has come to our attention that those
locally did not receive their card in the mail (out-of-town recipients
did get theirs in the mail). We are looking into it with our local post
office. Thanks for your patience and understanding!
WEEKLY Bible Study (RESUMES Tuesday, January 14): We will
be taking a study break during the Christmas & New Year season—
resuming on Tuesday, January 14 at 11:00a. If your looking for a
New Year's Resolution—make it Reading the Bible and join us!
Church School RESUMES (Sunday, January 12): We will resume
with our educational classes for our Youth next Sunday. Please be
present and committed to Christian education for our Youth!
Parish Council Meeting (Sunday, January 12): We will have our
monthly meeting after Fellowship Hour next Sunday.
Parish Bookstore—Shop Local for New Year: Support your parish
bookstore and purchase some New Year gifts for your family and
friends! NEW ITEMS AVAILABLE!
Parish General Assembly (Sunday, January 26): Join us after
Liturgy on this Sunday as we discuss 2019 year-end review and
prioritize for 2020! If anyone would like to serve as a member of the
Parish Council, please see Fr. Paul.

Schedule of Liturgical Services & Activities
TODAY

Blessing of the Wabash River
1:00p
(Fairbanks Park near the YMCA)
Wednesday, January 8 Vespers
6:00p
Saturday, January 11 Great Vespers
6:00p
Sunday, January 12
Matins
9:00a
Divine Liturgy followed by
10:00a
Church School, Fellowship Hour, & Parish Council Mtg
Bethesda Gardens Visitation
2:00p

Upcoming Parish Events—Mark Your Calendars:
WEEKLY Bible Study (resumes Tuesday, January 14)
Adult Education Class (3rd Sunday of the Month—Jan 19)
Parish General Assembly (Sunday, January 26)
Great Feast of the Presentation of our Lord (Sunday, Feb 2)

STEWARDSHIP & PARISH LIFE—2020
We ask that you please complete your Membership & Pledge
Commitment form for 2020 by January 13, 2020 (previously mailed
to you; copies available at Church) and send to our church office, to
ensure the success of the programs undertaken for the spiritual
needs of the families entrusted to our care. Remember that your
Stewardship provides the foundation for our Parish Ministries and
our efforts in meeting the challenge of spreading Christ’s Word and
our Orthodox Faith.

Stewardship is an opportunity to examine our priorities and values,
to express our thankfulness, to give of ourselves, and to grow in
grace. It allows us to participate in the work of God. Giving is not a
substitute for commitment—it is an expression of our
commitment!

Saint Commemorated This Week—

St. Gregory of Nyssa—January 10
St. Gregory, the younger brother of Basil the Great, illustrious in
speech and a zealot for the Orthodox Faith, was born in 331. His
brother Basil was encouraged by their elder sister Macrina to prefer
the service of God to a secular career (see July 19); St. Gregory was
moved in a similar way by his godly mother Emilia, who, when
Gregory was still a young man, implored him to attend a service in
honor of the holy Forty Martyrs at her retreat at Annesi on the River
Iris. St. Gregory came at his mother's bidding, but being wearied
with the journey, and feeling little zeal, he fell asleep during the
service. The Forty Martyrs then appeared to him in a dream,
threatening him and reproaching him for his slothfulness. After this
he repented and became diligent in the service of God.

Gregory became bishop in 372, and because of his Orthodoxy he
was exiled in 374 by Valens, who was of one mind with the Arians.
After the death of Valens in 378, Gregory was recalled to his throne
by the Emperor Gratian. He attended the Local Council of Antioch,
which sent him to visit the churches of Arabia and Palestine, which
had been defiled and ravaged by Arianism. He attended the Second
Ecumenical Council, which was assembled in Constantinople in
381. Having lived some sixty years and left behind many
remarkable writings, he reposed about the year 395. The acts of the
Seventh Ecumenical Council call him 'Father of Fathers."
Troparion (Tone 4) of St. Gregory of Nyssa:
In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, an image
of humility and a teacher of abstinence; your humility exalted you;
your poverty enriched you. Hierarch Father Gregory, entreat Christ
our God that our souls may be saved!

Know Some Orthodox Terms—
DYNAMIS: (Greek – “powerful, with force or strength”) A liturgical
command given to sing/chant louder or stronger.
EVANGELISTS: The authors of the Gospels (Evangelia), who,
according to Church belief, were inspired by God; they are
Matthew, Mark, Luke, & John.
ORTHODOX: (Greek – “correct or true belief and practice”) The
common and official name used by the Eastern Christian Church.
The Orthodox Church maintains Her belief that She alone has kept
the true Christian faith, complete and unaltered.

Wisdom from the Church Fathers—
“Today, the Master hastens Baptism, that He may lead humanity to
the heights. Today, the One Who does not bow, bows down to His
own servant, that He may free us from servitude. Today, we have
purchased the Kingdom of Heaven, for the Kingdom of the Lord
will have no end. Today, earth and sea share the joy of the world,
and the world has been filled with gladness.”
— Service for the Great Blessing of the Waters
“It is easier to measure the entire sea with a tiny cup than to grasp
the ineffable greatness of God with the human mind.”
— St. Basil the Great (c. 379)

HOLY OBLATION & FELLOWSHIP HOUR
TODAY—January 5, 2020
Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour sponsored by Mary Ann
Tanoos for the health and well-being of her family.
January 12, 2020
Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour sponsored by the Maynard
Family for their health & well-being, & Steven-Dean’s birthday.
January 19, 2020
IN NEED OF SPONSOR

SUMMARY—DECEMBER 29, 2019
WEEKLY INCOME
Pledges & Assessments
Candles/Cash
Bookstore
Donations
Total
Divine Liturgy Attendance:

$
$
$
$
$

75

HAPPY JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
TONY TANOOS
JOSEF AZAR
JIMMY ELLIS
STACEY BOCARD
RIMA YACOUB

JAN 6
JAN 8
JAN 8
JAN 9
JAN 10

302.00
142.00
43.00
115.00
602.00
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