Sunday after Theophany
—the Baptism of Christ
Also Commemorating—Martyr Tatiana of Rome and
those with Her; Martyr Peter Absalom of Palestine;
Virgin-martyr Euthasia; Martyr Mertios of Mauretania

January 12, 2020

Welcome to our Guests—
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship of God this
morning! To follow along with the service, a service book is
available for your use in the pew. While Holy Communion may
only be received by prepared Orthodox Christians, our
non-Orthodox Christian guests are welcome and invited to join us in
veneration of the Holy Cross (held by the Priest) and receive holy
bread (as a sign of hospitality) at the conclusion of the Liturgy.
After the Dismissal, please join us in our Social Center (next door)
for Coffee (Fellowship) Hour so that we can meet and greet you!

Reception of Holy Communion—
In order to receive Holy Communion (the Eucharist), Orthodox
Christians must be prepared through fasting, prayer, the Sacrament
of Confession, and be at peace with others. Also, it is of great
importance to hear the Word of God (Epistle & Gospel readings)
before receiving the Body and Blood of Christ (Holy Communion).
Our Lord likens the Kingdom of God to a banquet in which we’ve
been invited (which as Orthodox Christians, we believe that we are
participating in the heavenly worship), thus we encourage you to be
on time for Divine Liturgy and stay until the Dismissal.

Parents and Children—
The presence of children during worship is a gift from God and
reminder that our parish community is growing! A little commotion
and noise is understandable, but if you feel the need to exit the
sanctuary, please use the “cry room” in the back (near the narthex)
or the classroom area, and please come back. For our Lord said,
“Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of
such is the Kingdom of Heaven” (Matthew 19:14).

**Liturgical Variables for TODAY celebrating the
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chysostom**
THE FIRST ANTIPHON
When Israel went forth from Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people
of strange language.
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!
Judah became His sanctuary, Israel His dominion. (Refrain)
The sea saw and fled: Jordan turned back. (Refrain)
What ails you, O sea, that you flee? O Jordan, that you turn back?
(Refrain)
Glory to the Father. . . now and ever. . .(Refrain)
THE SECOND ANTIPHON
I love the Lord because He has heard the voice of my supplication.
Refrain: O Son of God, baptized by John in the Jordan, save us
who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
Because He inclined His ear to me, I will call on Him as long as I
live. (Refrain)
The snares of death surrounded me; the pangs of hell laid hold of
me. I suffered distress and anguish, then I called upon the name of
the Lord. (Refrain)
Gracious and righteous is the Lord; our God is merciful. (Refrain)
Glory to the Father…Only-begotten Son…
THE THIRD ANTIPHON
O give thanks to the Lord for He is good: for His mercy endures
forever. Let the house of Israel say, “He is good, for His mercy
endures forever.” Let the house of Aaron say, “He is good, for His
mercy endures forever,” Let those who fear the Lord say, “He is
good, for His mercy endures forever!”

During the Little Entrance, after the verses of the Third Antiphon, chant
the Apolytikion of the Theophany. Then, the following Entrance Hymn:
THE ENTRANCE HYMN OF REGULAR SUNDAYS
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of
God, Who art risen from the dead, for now we sing unto Thee:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

After the Little Entrance, sing the hymns in the following order below:
APOLYTIKION OF THE THEOPHANY OF CHRIST (TONE ONE)
When you, O Lord, were baptized in the Jordan, the worship of the
Trinity was made manifest; for the voice of the Father bore witness
to You, by calling You His beloved Son; and the Spirit in the form of
a dove confirmed the truthfulness of His word. O Christ our God,
who has revealed Yourself and Has enlightened the world, glory to
You!
APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GEORGE IN TONE FOUR
As deliverer of captives and defender of the poor, healer of the
infirm and champion of kings, victorious Great-martyr George,
intercede with Christ our God that our souls may be saved!

KONTAKION OF THE THEOPHANY OF CHRIST (TONE FOUR)
Today You have shown forth to the world, O Lord and the light of
Your countenance has been marked on us. Knowing You, we sing
Your praises. You have come and revealed Yourself, O
unapproachable Light!

THE EPISTLE
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.
Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians (4:7-13)
Brethren, grace was given to each of us according to the measure
of Christ’s gift. Therefore, it is said, “When He ascended on high He
led a host of captives, and He gave gifts to men.” (In saying, “He
ascended,” what does it mean but that He had also descended into
the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is He who also
ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.)
And His gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for
the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all
attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ.

THE GOSPEL
Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St Matthew (4:12-17)
At that time, when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he
withdrew into Galilee; and leaving Nazareth he went and dwelt in
Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulon and Naphtali, so
that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “The
land of Zebulon and the land of Naphtali, toward the sea, across the
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people who sat in darkness have
seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of
death light has dawned.” From that time Jesus began to preach,
saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”

THE COMMUNION HYMN
The grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all people!

Parish Announcements—
Church School RESUMES (TODAY): We will resume with our
educational classes for our Youth next Sunday. Please be present
and committed to Christian education for our Youth! NO classes
next Sunday, January 19 due to the break from school.
Parish Council Meeting (TODAY): We will have our monthly
meeting after Fellowship Hour next Sunday.
Bethesda Gardens Visitation (TODAY): Join us today at 2:00p for
our monthly prayer service and visitation with residents.
Parish Bookstore—Shop Local for New Year: Support your parish
bookstore and purchase some New Year gifts for your family and
friends! NEW ITEMS AVAILABLE!
WEEKLY Bible Study (RESUMES Tuesday, January 14): We will
be taking a study break during the Christmas & New Year season—
resuming on Tuesday, January 14 at 11:00a. If you’re looking for a
New Year's Resolution—make it Reading the Bible and join us!
Parish General Assembly (Sunday, January 26): Join us after
Liturgy on this Sunday as we discuss 2019 year-end review and
prioritize for 2020! If anyone would like to serve as a member of the
Parish Council, please see Fr. Paul.
2020 Holy Oblation and Fellowship Hour Hosting: Contact the
Church Office to sign-up for dates in 2020 and participate in this
parish ministry. We encourage those hosting Coffee (Fellowship)
Hour to offer a meal so that our parishioners will have the
opportunity to interact more often in fellowship.

Schedule of Liturgical Services & Activities
TODAY
Thursday, January 16
Saturday, January 18
Sunday, January 19

Bethesda Gardens Visitation
2:00p
Akathist to St. Anthony the Great
6:00p
Great Vespers
6:00p
Matins
9:00a
Divine Liturgy followed by
10:00a
Fellowship Hour & Adult Education

Upcoming Parish Events—Mark Your Calendars:
WEEKLY Bible Study (resumes Tuesday, January 14)
Adult Education Class (3rd Sunday of the Month—Jan 19)
Parish General Assembly (Sunday, January 26)
Great Feast of the Presentation of our Lord
& SOUPer Bowl Luncheon (Sunday, Feb 2)
Diocesan Spring Gathering—Chicago (Feb 21-23)

STEWARDSHIP & PARISH LIFE—2020
We ask that you please complete your Membership & Pledge
Commitment form for 2020 by January 13, 2020 (previously mailed
to you; copies available at Church) and send to our church office, to
ensure the success of the programs undertaken for the spiritual
needs of the families entrusted to our care. Remember that your
Stewardship provides the foundation for our Parish Ministries and
our efforts in meeting the challenge of spreading Christ’s Word and

Thus far, we've received
22 forms—full participation is 80!
our Orthodox Faith.

Stewardship is an opportunity to examine our priorities and values,
to express our thankfulness, to give of ourselves, and to grow in
grace. It allows us to participate in the work of God. Giving is not a
substitute for commitment—it is an expression of our
commitment!

Saint Commemorated This Week—

St. Anthony the Great—January 17
St. Anthony, the Father of monks, was born in Egypt in 251 of pious
parents who departed this life while he was yet young. On hearing
the words of the Gospel: “If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell what
thou hast, and give to the poor” (Matt 19:21), he immediately
distributing to the poor all he had, fleeing from all the turmoil of
the world, and departing to the desert. His ascetic struggles by day
and by night, whereby he mortified the uprisings of the passions
and attained to the height of dispassion, surpass the bounds of
nature; and the report of his deeds of virtue drew such a multitude
to follow him that the desert was transformed into a city.
St. Anthony began his ascetic life in Upper Egypt, studying the
ways of the asceticism, and perfecting himself in the virtues.
St. Athanasius the Great, who knew him personally, says of him
that “his countenance had a great and wonderful grace. This gift
also he had from the Savior. For if he were present in a great
company of monks, and any one who did not know him previously
wished to see him, immediately coming forward he passed by the
rest, and hurried to Anthony, as though attracted by his
appearance. Yet neither in height nor breadth was he conspicuous
above others, but in the serenity of his manner and the purity of his
soul.” He became an example of virtue and a rule for monastics,
reposing on January 17 in the year 356, having lived 105 years.
Troparion (Tone 4) of St. Anthony the Great:
O Father Anthony, you imitated the zealous Elijah. You followed
the straight paths of the Baptist and became a desert dweller.
By prayer you confirmed the universe. Wherefore, intercede with
Christ our God to save our souls!

Know Some Orthodox Terms—
PATRISTICS: The theological field that studies the lives and the
writings of the Fathers of the Church.
SOLEA: An area with an elevated floor in front of the iconostasis of
the Church, where the various rites and ceremonies are held.
SYNAXIS: (Greek – “assembly”) A gathering of the faithful in honor
of a saint or for reading passages from his biography (synaxarion).

Wisdom from the Church Fathers—
“Whoever are convinced and believe that what they are taught and
told by us is the truth, and professes to be able to live accordingly,
are instructed to pray and to beseech God in fasting for the
remission of their former sins, while we pray and fast with them.
Then they are led by us to a place where there is water, and they are
reborn in the same kind of rebirth in which we ourselves were
reborn: ‘In the name of God, the Lord and Father of all, and of our
Savior Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Spirit,’ they receive the washing
of water. For Christ said, ‘Unless you be reborn, you shall not enter
the kingdom of heaven.’”
— St. Justin Martyr (c. 151)
“The Lord was baptized, not to be cleansed himself but to cleanse
the waters, so that those waters, cleansed by the flesh of Christ
which knew no sin, might have the power of baptism. Whoever
comes, therefore, to the washing of Christ lays aside his sins.”
— St. Ambrose of Milan (c. 389)

HOLY OBLATION & FELLOWSHIP HOUR
TODAY—January 12, 2020
Holy Oblation and Fellowship Hour sponsored by the Maynard
Family for their health and well-being, and Steven-Dean’s birthday.
January 19, 2020
IN NEED OF SPONSOR

January 26, 2020
Holy Oblation and Fellowship Hour sponsored by Kal and Christy
Ellis. We will have our annual General Assembly after Liturgy,
please be present with us!

SUMMARY—January 5, 2020
WEEKLY INCOME
Pledges & Assessments
Candles/Cash
Bookstore
Donations
Total
Divine Liturgy Attendance:

$ 7,992.00
$
152.00
$
20.00
$
495.00
$ 8,659.00

115

HAPPY JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
JACQUI ELLIS
JAKE ELLIS
LAUREN MNAYARJI

JAN 12
JAN 14
JAN 15
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