Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Also Commemorating—Martyr Pamphilos,
Priest of Caesarea in Palestine and His
Companions; Venerable Flavian the Hermit

February 16, 2020

Welcome to our Guests—
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship of God this
morning! To follow along with the service, a service book is
available for your use in the pew. While Holy Communion may
only be received by prepared Orthodox Christians, our
non-Orthodox Christian guests are welcome and invited to join us in
veneration of the Holy Cross (held by the Priest) and receive holy
bread (as a sign of hospitality) at the conclusion of the Liturgy.
After the Dismissal, please join us in our Social Center (next door)
for Coffee (Fellowship) Hour so that we can meet and greet you!

Reception of Holy Communion—
In order to receive Holy Communion (the Eucharist), Orthodox
Christians must be prepared through fasting, prayer, the Sacrament
of Confession, and be at peace with others. Also, it is of great
importance to hear the Word of God (Epistle & Gospel readings)
before receiving the Body and Blood of Christ (Holy Communion).
Our Lord likens the Kingdom of God to a banquet in which we’ve
been invited (which as Orthodox Christians, we believe that we are
participating in the heavenly worship), thus we encourage you to be
on time for Divine Liturgy and stay until the Dismissal.

Parents and Children—
The presence of children during worship is a gift from God and
reminder that our parish community is growing! A little commotion
and noise is understandable, but if you feel the need to exit the
sanctuary, please use the “cry room” in the back (near the narthex)
or the classroom area, and please come back. For our Lord said,
“Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of
such is the Kingdom of Heaven” (Matthew 19:14).

**Liturgical Variables for TODAY celebrating the
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chysostom**
THE FIRST ANTIPHON
It is good to give thanks to the Lord, and to sing praises to Your
name, O Most High!
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!
To declare Your loving-kindness in the morning, and Your
faithfulness every night. (Refrain)
The Lord our God is upright; He is my rock and there is no
unrighteousness in Him. (Refrain)
Glory to the Father. . . now and ever. . .(Refrain)

THE SECOND ANTIPHON
The Lord is King! He is robed in majesty! The Lord is robed, He is
girded with strength!
Refrain: O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, save us who
sing to Thee: Alleluia!
For he has established the world so that it will never be moved.
(Refrain)
Holiness befits Your house, O Lord, forevermore. (Refrain)
Glory to the Father…Only-begotten Son…

During the Little Entrance, chant the Apolytikion of the Resurrection.
Then, the following Entrance Hymn:
THE ENTRANCE HYMN OF REGULAR SUNDAYS
Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, for now we
sing unto Thee: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

After the Little Entrance, sing the hymns in the following order below:
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE TWO
When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and
immortal One, then Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power.
And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, all the
powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of
life, glory to Thee!
APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GEORGE IN TONE FOUR
As deliverer of captives and defender of the poor, healer of the
infirm and champion of kings, victorious Great-martyr George,
intercede with Christ our God that our souls may be saved!
KONTAKION OF THE PRODIGAL SON IN TONE THREE
I have recklessly forgotten Your glory, O Father; and among sinners
I have scattered the riches which You had given me. Therefore I cry
to You like the Prodigal: “I have sinner before You, O compassionate
Father; receive me a penitent and make me one of Your hired
servants!”

THE EPISTLE
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.
Reading from the 1st Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (6:12-20)
Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful.
All things are lawful for me, but I will not be enslaved by anything.
Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food; but God
will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for
immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God
raised the Lord and will also raise us up by His power. Do you not
know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take
the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute?
Never! Do you not know that he who joins himself to a prostitute
becomes one body with her? For, as it is written,
(continued on next page)

“The two shall become one flesh.” But he who is united to the Lord
becomes one spirit with Him. Shun immorality. Every other sin
which a man commits is outside the body; but the immoral man sins
against his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of
the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God? You are not
your own; you were bought with a price. Glorify God in your body,
and in your spirit, which are God’s.

THE GOSPEL
Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (15:11-32)
The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a man who had two
sons; and the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the
share of property that falls to me.’ And he divided his living between
them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and
took his journey into a far country, and there he squandered his
property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great
famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he went
and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent
him into his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have fed on
the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him anything. But when
he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants
have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will
arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be
called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ And he
arose and came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his
father saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and
kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and
put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and
bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this
my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And
they began to make merry.
(continued on next page)

Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to
the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the
servants and asked what this meant. And he said to him, ‘Your
brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because
he has received him safe and sound.’ But he was angry and refused
to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his
father, ‘Lo, these many years I have served you, and I never
disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid that I might
make merry with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who
has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted
calf!’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that
is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this
your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’”

THE COMMUNION HYMN
O praise ye God, the Lord of Hosts. O praise Him in the highest!

Schedule of Liturgical Services & Activities
TODAY
Adult Education Class
Wednesday, February 19 Vespers
(NO Great Vespers on Saturday evening)
Sunday, February 23
Matins
Divine Liturgy followed by
Church School & Fellowship Hour

12:00p
6:00p
9:00a
10:00a

Upcoming Parish Events—Mark Your Calendars:
WEEKLY Bible Study (Tuesday mornings)
Diocesan Spring Gathering in Chicago (Feb 21-23)
Beginning of Great Lent (Monday, March 2)

Parish Announcements—
WEEKLY Bible Study (Tuesday mornings): Join us on Tuesday
mornings at 11:00a. We will resume and begin a NEW study of the
Book of Job this Tuesday, February 18—join us!
Clergy Retreat & Spring Gathering in Chicago (February 20-22):
Please note that Fr. Paul will be out-of-town Thursday thru
Saturday. Should a pastoral emergency arise, please contact
Pdn. Elias Corey.

Ladies’ Society Meeting (Sunday, February 23): Join us after
Fellowship Hour; all ladies between the ages 18 to 80 are welcome
to attend. Any questions, please contact Esther Simbol.
TACO (Talking About Christian Orthodoxy) Tuesday (February
25): Young Adult gathering at 7:00p and the Home of Fr. Paul and
Ramia Fuller—please RSVP! Join us on the last Tuesday of each
month for discussion and tacos!

SOUPer Bowl Luncheon Fundraiser: Many thanks to ALL who
helped support this fundraising luncheon on February 2—greatly
appreciate it! We raised $700 (half going to the Food for the Hungry
national campaign and half for a special project of our Teen SOYO).

St. Philothei of Athens—February 19
Saint Philothei was born in Athens in 1522 to an illustrious family.
Against her will, she was married to a man who proved to be most
cruel. When he died three years later, the Saint took up the monastic
life and established a convent, in which she became a true mother to
her disciples. Many women enslaved and abused by the Moslem
Turks also ran to her for refuge. Because of this, the Turkish rulers
became enraged and came to her convent, dragged her by force out
of the church, and beat her cruelly. After a few days, she reposed,
giving thanks to God for all things. This came to pass in the year
1589. She was renowned for her almsgiving, and with Saints
Hierotheus and Dionysius the Areopagite is considered a patron of
the city of Athens.
Troparion (Tone 5) of St. Philothei:
The famed city of Athens doth honour Philothei, the righteous
Martyr, whose relics it now revereth with joy; for while living in
sobriety and holiness, she hath exchanged all earthly things for the
everlasting life through great contests as a Martyr; and she
entreateth the Savior to grant His mercy unto all of us.

Goal for 2020—
$150,000 in pledge contributions & 80 forms returned!
As of February 10, 2020—we’ve received from the following
49 parishioners & families their 2020 Membership & Pledge Form
totaling $96,275:
Adam & Stephanie Azar
George & Cathy Azar
Ray & Renee Azar
Keith & Melinda Bement
Brent & Stacey Bocard
Michael Buzash
Alecia Corey
Noble & Roseann Corey
Tim & Kim Curley
Joanna Dailey
Maria David
George Ellis
Katherine Ellis
Mary Helen Ellis
Michael & Nancy Ellis
Fr. Paul & Ramia Fuller
Dustin & Alexis Green
Dan & Susan Hester
Alan & Julie Kassis
Bill & Sandy Kassis
Rosemary T. Kassis
Zack & Denise Kassis
Daniel Latinovich
Bonnie Lisher
Russell & Jean Leo

Matthew & Alisha Lueke
CJ Maloof
Patti Maloof
Steve & Jamie Maynard
Kyle & Eleni Miller
Tony K. Nasser
Harold & Michelle Netzler
Christina Phipps
Adrian Polit
Mary Lou Saikley
Beverly Shahadey
Esther Simbol
Mary Ann Simbol
Nellie Simbol
Jim & Tricia Tanoos
Joe & Linda Tanoos
Rosemarie Tanoos
Tony Tanoos
Michael & Mary Jo Tom
Jeremiah & Jennifer Turner
Gary & Adelle Watts
Preston & Gina White
Andy Whitt
John & Rima Yacoub

this year—ONLY 49 forms received!
last year—55 forms received!

Know Some Orthodox Terms—
SAINTS: (Greek – “agios”) All holy men, women, and angels, who,
through a pure and holy life on earth or through martyrdom and
confession of faith in word and deeds, have merited the
canonization of the Church. The saints and the other pious people
who are in glory with God constitute the “Triumphant Church.”
SYNAXARION: A brief biography of a saint read in the Church on
occasion of his/her feast day. Book or books containing Lives of the
Saints.
TRANSFIGURATION: (Greek – “Metamorphosis”) A major (great)
Feast of Christ celebrated on August 6 commemorating the
appearance of Christ in divine glory along with Moses and the
prophet Elias on Mount Tabor (cf. Matt. 17: 1-7).

Wisdom from the Church Fathers—
“The instruments for the work of the soul are: to throw yourself
before God, not to measure your progress, and to leave behind all
self-will.”
—Abba Poemen (d. 450)
“Provided they live a worthy life, both those who choose to dwell in
the midst of noise and hubbub and those who dwell in monasteries,
mountains and caves can achieve salvation. Solely because of their
faith in Him God bestows great blessings on them. Hence those who
because of their laziness have failed to attain salvation will have no
excuse to offer on the day of judgment. For He who promised to
grant us salvation simply on account of our faith in Him is not a
liar.”

—St. Symeon the New Theologian (d. 1022)

HOLY OBLATION & FELLOWSHIP HOUR
TODAY—February 16, 2020
Holy Oblation and Fellowship Hour sponsored by Christian and
Cache Ellis for the health and well-being of their family.
February 23, 2020
Holy Oblation and Fellowship Hour sponsored by the Cook
Family for the health and well-being of their family, and in honor of
Kensington’s birthday.
March 1, 2020
Holy Oblation and Fellowship Hour sponsored by Straub Family
for the health and well-being of their family.

SUMMARY—February 9, 2020
WEEKLY INCOME
Pledges & Assessments
Candles & Cash
Total
Divine Liturgy Attendance:

$ 1,683.62
$
172.00
$ 1,855.62

95

HAPPY FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
DAN HESTER
KYLE ELLIS

FEB 16
FEB 22
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Ladies’ Society
Esther Simbol
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