Sunday of the Forefathers
(Ancestors) of Christ
Hieromartyr Eleutherios, bishop
of Illyria, & His Mother, Anthia

December 15, 2019

Saints of the Day:
Venerable Paul of Latra; Venerable Tryphon of Pechenga;
Stephen, Bishop-confessor of Surozh;

**Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom**

During the Little Entrance chant the Resurrectional Apolytikion. Then,
the following:
ENTRANCE HYMN OF REGULAR SUNDAYS
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of
God, Who art risen from the dead, for now we sing unto Thee:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

After the Little Entrance, sing the following hymns:
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE ONE
While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were
guarding Thy most pure body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O
Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the heavenly
powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O
Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind!
APOLYTIKION OF THE FOREFATHERS IN TONE TWO
Thou hast justified by faith the ancient Forefathers, and through
them Thou hast gone before and betrothed unto Thyself the Church
of the Gentiles. Let the saints, therefore, take pride in glory; for from
their seed sprouted forth a noble fruit, and it was she who gave
birth to Thee without seed. Wherefore, by their pleadings, O Christ
God, save our souls!

APOLYTIKION OF ST. ELEUTHERIOS OF ILLYRIA IN TONE FIVE
Being comely adorned in thy sacred priestly robes * and newly
drenched with the streams of thy pure and sanctified blood, * thou
didst soar aloft to stand before thy Master, Christ; * hence never
cease to intercede * for those honoring with faith thy mighty and
blessed contest, * thou overthrower of Satan, O wise and blessed
Eleutherios!
APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GEORGE IN TONE FOUR
As deliverer of captives and defender of the poor, healer of the
infirm and champion of kings, victorious Great-martyr George,
intercede with Christ our God that our souls may be saved!
KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY
IN TONE THREE
Today the Virgin comes, comes unto to the cave to give birth to the
Word, Who was born before all ages, begotten in a manner that
defies description. Rejoice, therefore, O universe, if you should hear,
and glorify with the angels and the shepherds. Glorify Him, Who by
His will shall become a newborn Babe, and Who is our God before
all ages!

THE EPISTLE
(For St. Eleutherios)
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saint. What shall we
render unto the Lord for all that He hath rendered unto us?
Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy (1:8-18)
Timothy, my son, do not be ashamed then of testifying to our
Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel in
the power of God, Who saved us and called us with a holy calling,
not in virtue of our works but in virtue of his own purpose and the
grace which he gave us in Christ Jesus ages ago, and now has
manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, Who
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through
the gospel. For this gospel I was appointed a preacher and apostle
and teacher, and therefore I suffer as I do.
(cont. on page 4)

(cont. from page 3)

But I am not ashamed, for I know Whom I have believed, and I am
sure that He is able to guard until that Day what has been entrusted
to me. Follow the pattern of the sound words which you have heard
from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus; guard the
truth that has been entrusted to you by the Holy Spirit Who dwells
within us. You are aware that all who are in Asia turned away from
me, and among them Phygelos and Hermogenes. May the Lord
grant mercy to the household of Onesiphoros, for he often refreshed
me; he was not ashamed of my chains, but when he arrived in Rome
he searched for me eagerly and found me. May the Lord grant him
to find mercy from the Lord on that Day and you well know all the
service he rendered at Ephesus.

THE GOSPEL
(For the Holy Forefathers)
Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (14:16-24)
The Lord spoke this parable: “A man once gave a great
banquet, and invited many; and at the time for the banquet he sent
his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for all is
now ready.’ But, one by one, they all began to make excuses. The
first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it; I
pray you, have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have bought five
yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them; I pray you, have me
excused.’ And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I
cannot come.’ So the servant came and reported this to his master.
Then the householder in anger said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to
the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed
and blind and lame.’ And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you
commanded has been done, and still there is room.’ And the master
said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges, and compel
people to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none
of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.’ For many
are called, but few are chosen.”

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Christmas Caroling (TODAY): Join us this afternoon as we go
caroling and visit residents at two Senior Living facilities in the area.
We will pass out the Christmas wreaths and cards our Church School
children created this past Sunday—all are invited!
90th-92nd Parish Anniversary Souvenir Journal: FINAL
REMINDER, if anyone would still like to be included in the souvenir
journal the deadline is TODAY. Please see Esther Simbol to confirm.
2020 Holy Oblation and Fellowship Hour Hosting: Contact the
Church Office to sign-up for dates in 2020 and participate in this
parish ministry. We encourage those hosting Coffee (Fellowship)
Hour to offer a meal so that our parishioners will have the
opportunity to interact more often in fellowship.

Schedule of Liturgical Services & Activities
Tuesday, December 17
Thursday, December 19
Saturday, December 21
Sunday, December 22

WEEKLY Bible Study
Nativity Paraklesis
Nativity Paraklesis
Great Vespers
Matins
Divine Liturgy
followed by Fellowship Hour

11:00a
6:00p
6:00p
6:00p
9:00a
10:00a

Parish Bookstore—SHOP LOCAL
Brighten your Christmas & Home
with gifts & stocking stuffers
Icons of Saints & Feasts of the Church Bibles & Psalms
Children’s Books
Greetings Cards
Books & Stories
Scented items from an Orthodox Monastery— candles & lotions

HOLY OBLATION & FELLOWSHIP HOUR
TODAY—December 15, 2019
Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour sponsored & hosted by the
Maloof Family, for their health & well-being & in memory of
+Michael Maloof.
December 22, 2019
Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour sponsored by John & Cindy
Nawar, for the health and well-being of their family.
December 24, 2019
Holy Oblation sponsored by Pdn. Elias Corey & Family for the
health & well-being of their family & in memory of +Abraham.
Fellowship & Feast hosted by the Parish Council.

SUMMARY—DECEMBER 8, 2019
WEEKLY INCOME
Pledges & Assessments
Candles/Cash
Souvenir Journal
Golf Tournament
Christmas Flowers
Donations
Total

Divine Liturgy Attendance:

$ 2,202.00
$
248.00
$
100.00
$
250.00
$
175.00
$
70..00
$ 3,045.00

100

HAPPY DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
GEORGE STRAUB
ARIA WATTS
MARY LOU SAIKLEY
BILL KASSIS
GIANA WHITE

19TH
19TH
20TH
21ST
21ST
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Parish Organizations & Ministries
Ladies’ Society
Esther Simbol
Choir
Jaimie Ellis
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Society of St. George
Zack Kassis

Church School
Christy Ellis

Teen SOYO
Stewardship
Jillian Turner, President Michael C. Ellis
Jennifer Turner, Advisor
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Social Center Coordinator
Michael C. Ellis

Upcoming Parish Events—Mark Your Calendars:
Great Feast of Theophany & Blessing
of the Wabash River (Sunday, January 5)
WEEKLY Bible Study (resumes Tuesday, January 14)
General Parish Assembly (Sunday, January 26)

